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Disclaimer 
Caving trips posted are led by volunteers. No grotto committee reviews any trip leaders’ 

qualifications. New cavers should inquire about the nature of the trip and the experience of 
the leader in advance.  Those participating in the trips should be aware of their limits. On 
vertical trips all participants are expected to supply their own gear and be knowledgeable 

about rigging and safe practices.

The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter 
is published twelve times a year by 
the Birmingham Grotto, Inc. of the Na-
tional Speleological Society, Inc. Other 
NSS Internal Organizations may reprint 
material provided credit is given to 
this publication and the author.

Annual dues are $15.00 per indi-
vidual and $20.00 per family which 
is payable on October 1st. Dues are 
prorated for anyone joining during the 
year. The subscription rate is $15.00 
per year. The Birmingham Grotto will 
exchange publications with other NSS 
Grottos. Exchange newsletters should 
be sent to: 

Birmingham Grotto
PO Box 55102

 Birmingham, AL 35255

Articles, Trip Reports, Graphics, 
Poetry, and any other speleo-related 
material should be sent to the Editor 
via email at the address noted below. 
Naturally, the Editor will accept typed 
text in practically any form; however, 
electronic submission reduces the risk 
of typographical errors. Submissions  
via e-mail should be directed  to: edi-
tor@bhamgrotto.org. The deadline for 
publication is the 20th of the month; 
however, the Newsletter is limited to 
12 pages and often fills up quickly.

Birmingham On-Line!
Check out our web site: 

www.bhamgrotto.org

 On the cover...
Big Laurel Creek Cave.

(Dave McRae)

      

Thanks to Scott Fee for assistance in maintaining the BGN Calendar.

November 2009: Volume 39, Number 1070

BGN Calendar

Dave McRae outside Big Laurel Creek Cave.

NOV 5 The Birmingham Grotto Meeting begins at 7:00 PM, at the Home-
wood Library, 1721 Oxmoor Road.

NOV 6
NOV 8

NSS Board of Governors Meeting at Birmingham Zoo Lodge. See 
Scott Fee or Scott Parvin for more information.

DEC 3 The Birmingham Grotto Meeting begins at 7:00 PM, at the Home-
wood Library, 1721 Oxmoor Road.

JAN 7 The Birmingham Grotto Meeting begins at 7:00 PM, at the Home-
wood Library, 1721 Oxmoor Road.

Alan Cook on the catwalk at Bridge Day 2009.
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(205) 249-4632
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(205) 903-1211
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Valerie Howell, NSS 18128 FR

vdshowell@yahoo.com
Proofreaders:

Julie Fee, NSS 47637
caverjules@bellsouth.net
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scottfee@bellsouth.net

Valerie Howell, NSS 18128 FR
vdshowell@yahoo.com
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Webmaster:

Jeff Harrod, NSS 37101
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Chairman Scott Parvin called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. We were joined 
by visitors: Peter “Mudpuppy” Michaud, Brandon Fowler, Jason Weeks, Johnnie 
Shaneyfelt, Resa Pense (formerly of Little Egypt Grotto), and Celeste Yang who 
met Resa at TR. Dan Wood was out of town on business so Scott Fee reported that 
our treasury stands at $6,609 of which $209 is pre-registrations for the NSS BOG 
Meeting. 

The September minutes were passed as corrected (Deirdra’s name was misspelled). 
Score: Secretary =6 and Secretary sit-in = 1, Nitpickers who don’t read the minutes 
on the e-group = 2. 

Announcements:
1)  TAG Fall Cave-in will be October 8-11. Alan Cook has volunteered (or perhaps 
arm twisted?) to cook for the Saturday TAG Meal. Attendees should bring a side 
dish and expect to pay $5 per adult. Motion was passed to allocate $100 for meat 
procurement.
2)  Grotto Halloween party will be at Alabama Caverns. Jason Wall volunteered to 
cook for the evening meal. Attendees should bring a side dish and expect to pay $5 
per adult. Motion was passed to allocate $100 for meat procurement.
3)  Guntersville Getaway is the weekend of February 19/20.
4)  Dale Douglas mentioned that Red Mountain Park has guided hikes monthly.
5)  Deirdra announced that she had been voted on the SERA Karst Task Force as a 
Director representing the Birmingham Grotto. The SKTF is a resource organization 
that can help with clean-ups. Requirements for enlisting their help can be found 
on their webpage: sktfi.org. 

Old Business:
1)  Scott Fee discussed what was entailed with the upcoming NSS Board of 
Governors Meeting the weekend of November 6/7. Motion was made and passed to 
allocate $300 for the weekend.
2)  Scott then presented the ICS Cover Salon Awards that were previously reported 
in the newsletter.
3)  We were reminded that December is election month. 

New Business:
1)  Dues are now due.
2)  Haunted House trips will be announced on the grotto e-mail group.
3)  Jason Wall volunteered to handle the beverages for the Getaway.

Trip Reports:
Dave Caudle got underground in Utah while going down the Green River with 
Larry Mullins and crew. Dave Howell led the grotto trip of 17 to Dan Morton and 
Fruit Cellar Cave; a few members of the group experienced Shoemaker Cave. 
Dave McRae led a crew to Water Well with Alan Cook, Daniel Wood, and Jonathan 
Gladden. Dale Douglas went to Whiteside Mountain to rappel with the Bridge Day 
crew and left due to rain before heading to bounce Moses Tomb. NickY and TinY 
went to OTR and Whiteside Mountain. Frank Ray and family along with Deirdra 
took a group of 23 to Bryant Mountain Cave.

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm followed by Mudpuppy’s well attended Lechuguilla 
Cave program.

Respectfully submitted, 
Scott Fee, Secretary at Large

Birmingham Grotto Meeting Minutes 
October 1, 2009
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eb2727@att.net).
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Forwarding & Address Correction Requested

News & Notes
Dave Howell

*** November, lurking for weeks now, 
has by the time you read this, pounced. 
The cooler temperatures will be leading 
to better visibility in the woods. Whether 
you’re ridgewalking for new entrances 
or checking out already known ones, 
good luck to you! And now, a public 
service announcement from your 
favorite columnist: the cooler weather 
will also lead to zestier flavors in the 
Thanksgiving feast. Overindulgence on 
Thanksgiving Day can lead to difficulties 
in those tighter crawlways. My motto 
is all things in moderation... including 
moderation.

*** October brought us the 2009 TAG 
FALL CAVE-IN at its now-traditional 
location at Tag on the Mountain. For the 
first time in at least 10 years Valerie 
and I weren’t there, we went instead 
to the old car show and flea market 
that weekend in Hershey, Pennsylvania. 
(Yeah, you’re right, JOEL, I am a 
goober! At least SHAY made it to TAG.) 
However, I hear this year’s TAG was as 
good as ever despite the less than dry 
weather. (It was rainy in Pennsylvania 
too.) I hear our own PELL CITY BOYS 
received recognition for the most 
entertaining campsite – their campsite 
is always unique, but any campsite that 
includes a zip line has got to be pretty 
darn special, right? The Saturday night 
bonfire went on in spite of the damp 
conditions, and even in the absence 
of a live band the party was, I’m told, 
kickass. The only Birmingham person 
winning a door prize was DAVID CAUDLE, 
but I hear that DAVID McRAE was one 

of the winners in the SCCi raffle. Hope 
you guys enjoy your Ferrari and the 
chateau in the karst region of southern 
France! (Y’know, those door prizes get 
better every year!) Sounds like a fine 
time was had by all. Hey, maybe the 
next Grotto program could be my slides 
of old cars at Hershey...!

*** Did you notice who was in the 
Spelean Spotlight in the October 
issue of NSS News? MIKE McEACHERN, 
formerly of Birmingham, more recently 
our Grotto’s Hamilton, Montana outpost 
and President of the Northern Rocky 
Mountain Grotto. I won’t condense 
the interview here, that would be 
like revealing the plot of a movie I’m 
recommending, but I will offer one 
quote: “The Birmingham Grotto trip to 
Romania was the best grotto trip I have 
ever been on.” Read the whole article. 
There is much in it of interest to TAG 
cavers, and Birmingham Grotto cavers 
in particular.

*** Also in the October NSS News is 
an excellent commentary by TODD 
WEBB on the upcoming decision by 
the Board of Governors regarding a 
new NSS OFFICE COMPLEX proposed 
for Huntsville, Alabama, Horse Cave, 
Kentucky, or Bloomington, Indiana. This 
is an issue we’ve been hearing about 
for some months now, and which is on 
the agenda for the BOG meeting to be 
held at the Birmingham Zoo Lodge on 
November 7 – this coming Saturday, if 
you’re reading this at Grotto meeting. 
Todd’s article, entitled “The ‘Other’ 

Office Proposal or Why is the Tail 
Wagging the Dog?”, presents a very 
interesting and thought-provoking 
perspective on the changes proposed 
for the NSS headquarters and for 
staffing of the national organization. 
(Thus far most discussion I’ve heard has 
focused on the location of the complex, 
but another part of this same issue 
is the proposal of having a full-time 
Executive Director of the NSS, whose 
annual salary would be paid from NSS 
funds, which means by you and me.) 
Whatever your opinion or position on 
these matters, I encourage you to read 
Todd’s commentary before the BOG 
meeting. It will make you think.

*** An advance item for your 2010 
calendar: don’t forget the SERA SUMMER 
CAVE CARNIVAL June 17-20, hosted by 
our colleagues in the Sewanee Mountain 
Grotto in Monteagle, Tennessee. Am I 
correct in thinking that this is the first 
time SMG has hosted SERA? I, for one, 
can’t wait to see what our Tennessee 
friends have up their sleeves! Watch 
this space (and the BGN and NSS News 
calendars) for further details.

*** And speaking of Sewanee Mountain 
Grotto, special thanks and a tip of the 
Grotto helmet to our SMG colleague 
MUDPUPPY (aka Peter Michaud) for his 
dynamite program on LECHUGUILLA 
CAVE at the October Grotto meeting. 
Whatever superlative you can think of 
applies to Lechuguilla. Thanks again, 
Pup, for affording us a glimpse of its 
magnificence.


