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Birmingham Grotto Newsletter

BGN Calendar

FEB 5 The Birmingham Grotto Meeting begins at 7:00 PM, at the Home-
wood Library, 1721 Oxmoor Road.

FEB 19 GROBS starts at 7:30 pm. Ask a grotto ofpcer for the current hot
spot.

FEB 20 The Annual Guntersville Getaway at Lake Guntersville State Park.

FEB 21 Details to follow.

MAR 5 The Birmingham Grotto Meeting begins at 7:00 PM, at the Home-
wood Library, 1721 Oxmoor Road.

MAR 19 [ GROBS starts at 7:30 pm. Ask a grotto ofpcer for the current hot
spot.

Thanks to Scott Fee for assistance in maintaining the BGN Calendar.

Citadel Cave

(A Spelean Dream Impression)
Tom Chamblee

Up a boulder strewn ravine, looking through the open hardwoods to
golden pelds of sage grass below. Further up, a 606 high limestone
cliff, gunpowder gray extends around the knob like a citadel fortress.

Three large entrances spaced 5000 apart lead down steep slopes into
a chamber of mystic beauty. A yat yoored room 3008long by 1500 wide
by156 to 256 high adorned in a forest of speleothems. Winding through
thick stands of beautifully tiered stalagmites 80 to 206 tall gleaming
bright orange, streaks of ruby red yow down them like leaky tanks in
a paint factory.

Profusions of stalactites entirely cover the ceiling 30 to 63 long,
clear to translucent white intermixed with clear ruby red stalactites
throughout. One end of the room is dominated by bulging masses of
orange yowstone, shimmering as sheets of water pour over them.
Truly, this is a mystic spelean dreamworld of supreme crystalline
majesty.

Disclaimer

Caving trips posted are led by volunteers. No grotto committee reviews any trip leaders’

The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter
is published twelve times a year by
the Birmingham Grotto, Inc. of the Na-
tional Speleological Society, Inc. Other
NSS Internal Organizations may reprint
material provided credit is given to
this publication and the author.

Annual dues are $15.00 per indi-
vidual and $20.00 per family which
is payable on October 1st. Dues are
prorated for anyone joining during the
year. The subscription rate is $15.00
per year. The Birmingham Grotto will
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Birmingham Grotto
PO Box 55102
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Articles, Trip Reports, Graphics,
Poetry, and any other speleo-related
material should be sent to the Editor
via email at the address noted below.
Naturally, the Editor will accept typed
text in practically any form; however,
electronic submission reduces the risk
of typographical errors. Submissions
via e-mail should be directed to: edi-
tor@bhamgrotto.org. The deadline for
publication is the 20th of the month;
however, the Newsletter is limited to
12 pages and often fills up quickly.

qualifications. New cavers should inquire about the nature of the trip and the experience of
the leader in advance. Those participating in the trips should be aware of their limits. On
vertical trips all participants are expected to supply their own gear and be knowledgeable
about rigging and safe practices.

On the cover...
Outside Dark Well.
(Dave McRae)
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