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Birmingham Grotto Newsletter

BGN Calendar

MAR 1 The Birmingham Grotto Meeting begins at 7:00 PM, at the Home-
wood Library, 1721 Oxmoor Road.

MAR 3 John Attaway is planning a Payne Cove weekend for the prst week-

MAR 4 end in March, with March 17-18 as a back-up date. Contact Joel for
more information on this event.

MAR 15 [ GROBS starts at 7:30 pm. Ask a grotto officer for the current hot
spot.

MAR 17 | The 2007 Spring NSS Board of Governors Meeting will be held in
Tucson, Arizona, hosted by the Escabrosa Grotto.

MAR 17 [ Backup date for the Payne Cove weekend. Contact Joel McGuire

MAR 18 [ for more information on this event

MAR 24 [ The SKTF will host a clean up in the Russell Cave Watershed area
on Saturday, March 24. This event should clean up the remainder of
the major trash dump on Orme Mountain Road. Additional details
will be forthcoming.

APR 5 The Birmingham Grotto Meeting begins at 7:00 PM, at the Home-
wood Library, 1721 Oxmoor Road.

APR 19 GROBS starts at 7:30 pm. Ask a grotto officer for the current hot
spot.

MAY 31 The 2007 Southeastern Regional Association (SERA) Summer Cave

JUN 3 Carnival, hosted by the East Tennessee Grotto will be held May 31
- June 3, 2007 at Camp Nakanawa, located near Crossville, Tennes-
see. Besides world class-caving in the area, amenities will include:
1,100 acre property, biking/hiking trails, 110 acre spring-fed lake,
climbing wall, zip line, cabins, bonpre, hot tub, and a live band.
See the web site at http://www.caves.org/grotto/etg/SERA2007
for details or registration information.

JUL 18 NSS Pre-Convention in Orange County, Indiana, hosted

JUL 21 by the St. Joseph Valley Grotto. See the website at

www.caves.org/grotto/sjvg/preconvention/Default.htm for de-
tails and registration. For more details contact Mark Deebel,
deebel@insightbb.com (812-275-3740) or Jake Morris,
snake50cal@hotmail.com (574-271-9004).

Thanks to Sharon Faulkner for assistance in maintaining the BGN Calendar.

Disclaimer

Caving trips posted are led by volunteers. No grotto committee reviews any trip leaderst
qualifications. New cavers should inquire about the nature of the trip and the experience of
the leader in advance. Those participating in the trips should be aware of their limits. On
vertical trips all participants are expected to supply their own gear and be knowledgeable
about rigging and safe practices.
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The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter
is published twelve times a year by
the Birmingham Grotto, Inc. of the Na-
tional Speleological Society, Inc. Other
NSS Internal Organizations may reprint
material provided credit is given to
this publication and the author.

Annual dues are $15.00 per indi-
vidual and $20.00 per family which
is payable on October 1st. Dues are
prorated for anyone joining during the
year. The subscription rate is $15.00
per year. The Birmingham Grotto will
exchange publications with other NSS
Grottos. Exchange newsletters should
be sent to:

Birmingham Grotto
PO Box 55102
Birmingham, AL 35255

Articles, Trip Reports, Graphics,
Poetry, and any other speleo-related
material should be sent to the Editor
via email at the address noted below.
Naturally, the Editor will accept typed
text in practically any form; however,
electronic submission reduces the

risk of typographical errors. Submis-
sions via e-mail should be directed
to: editor@bhamgrotto.org. The dead-
line for publication is the 20th of the
month; however, the Newsletter is
limited to 12 pages and often fills up
quickly.

On the cover...

Shane Stacey and Chris Leggett in
Thundermaker

(Dave McRae)
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Birmingham Grotto Newsletter

Announcements and Member Updates

Payne Cove Weekend
Hosted By John Attaway

You are invited to a caving campout at John Attaways Property in Payne Cove.
There are several known caves and the potential for new pnds all within
walking distance from the camping area. The campout will be March 2nd-
4th with a weather back-up weekend of March 16th-18th. Directions from
Birmingham: Take 1-59 North to 1-24 West. Go over Mounteagle and exit at

Pelham Tennessee. Turn right onto hwy. 50, go approximately 4 miles to Clouds

Hill Road, turn right. Continue about 1 mile to Payne Cove Road and turn left.

Follow road across creek and into Payne Cove. We will try to put a few signs
up to help everyone arrive. For more information contact John Attaway at
423-837-5990 or Joel McGuire at 205-854-CAVE.
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Dave McRae
P.O. Box 462
Cleveland, AL 35049
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Valerie Howell, NSS 18128 FR

vdshowell@yahoo.com

Proofreaders:
Julie Fee, NSS 47637
caverjules@bellsouth.net
Scott Fee, NSS 19797 LF
scottfee@bellsouth.net

vdshowell@yahoo.com

Valerie Howell, NSS 18128 FR

Archivist:
Dave Caudle, NSS 13995
cavers@direcway.com

Conservation:
Myrna Attaway, NSS 16921

conservation@bhamgrotto.org

Webmaster:
Jeff Harrod, NSS 37101

webmaster@bhamgrotto.org
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Birmingham Grotto Meeting Minutes

At 7:02 P.M., President David Caudle
called to order the February meeting of
the Birmingham Grotto of the National
Speleological Society (henceforth and
forever, N.S.S.).

Visitor

Eric Spadgenske, biologist with the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, was present
to give a presentation on Anderson
Cave after the general meeting.

Thanks were extended to Scott Fee,
Scott Parvin, and Dave Howell for
the successful introductory surveying
class.  Blowing past the maze, the
winning survey team surveyed all the
way through Catpsh Cave. (This was
an uncharacteristically early mention
of actual caving by grotto members.)
Commentary from the peanut gallery
suggested that a resurvey of the maze
might add some length to that of the
ACS map. David Caudle hopes that the
class will stimulate some new maps.
He is considering a grotto prize for the
best map and emphasizes that it need
not be of a large cave. A prize for the
most maps also is possible. Scott Fee
noted that in the far-off halcyon days
of the grotto, a map was included in
nearly every alternate newsletter.

Treasurer(s Report

Treasurer Scott Fee reported a balance
of $9,940. This included transactions
since the last meeting including dues,
settlingofoutstandingauctionaccounts,
forty dollars for the post ofpce box,
twenty-pve dollars for the Team Thor
DVD, reimbursement of Valerie Howell
for postage to mail newsletters to non-
attenders, and the $250 donation to
the Black Warrior Riverkeepers. Only
one auction account remains; although
only for seventeen dollars, it reportedly
belongs to dan individual who candt be
humiliated into paying.6 Andy Zerbe
volunteered to serve as the grotto liason
through which we could communicate
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February 1, 2007

with  the unmentioned bidder.
Although perhaps a non sequitur, Gary
Barnes asserted that Milo Washington
retired quite early at the Guntersville
Getaway, withdrawing before the
auction began. This recollection was
contested. A number of character
witnesses volunteered testimony, but
there was no clear consensus whether
an early evening was probable. At this
point, the discussion degenerated. An
interesting suggestion was a pve-minute
presentation from Mr. Washington
in which he could dispute the debt,
plea for clemency, or enjoy a bully
pulpit on whatever subject he cared to
pontipcate.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the January, 2007
meeting were approved as written.
Unfortunately, | misspelled the names
of some of the Mexican pits.

Announcements

On Saturday, the winter business
meeting of SERA is expected in
Chattanooga. A clean-up of a sinkhole
owned by the Tennessee Rivers Alliance
will follow.

Myrna Attaway clariped that the
published directions to Payneds Cove
involve 0Cloust Hill Road,6 not 6Clouds
Hill Roadd as erroneously published last
month. Otherwise, the directions are
accurate.

A SCCi board meeting will occur on
February 10th at Frickds Cave. An open
house of Frickds Cave will occur one
week later on February 17 th.

The Guntersville Getaway will be the
pnal weekend in February, the 23rd to
the 25th. In between the scheduled
events, you even could go to Unclaimed
Baggage Center.

After six years of perfect attendance,

Steve Sills will miss a Getaway and
consequently will be unable to transport
refreshments to the event. Although
Marty Dudrow prst suggested that we
ojust say no this year,é the enthusiasm
of others persuaded him to volunteer
to tow the trailer.

Gary Barnes asked that the schedule
of fees be reviewed. Ten dollars will
allow one to participate in the party
and auction. Twenty dollars will be
needed if one intends to sleep in a
cabin; this also will provide a chance in
the rafye for beds. Gary Barnes moved
that non-drinking attendees who will
not stay in the cabins not be required
to pay; there was not a second.

Aletter of appreciation for our donation
was received from the Black Warrior
Riverkeepers in which they reasserted
their offer of cooperation in projects of
mutual interest.

David and Edna Caudle will host a
party at their home on April 21st to
celebrate Earth Day. In addition to a
clean-up tentatively planned for Bryant
Mountain, climbing practice in his tree
is possible and opportunities to push
leads in a few nearby caves will follow.

Joel McGuire enthusiastically
encouraged us to accept John Attawayds
invitation to Payne Cove for the prst
weekend in March. The new president
of the Sewanee Mountain Grotto,
John Attaway has been meaning to
invite us for some while. Among other
attractions, the steep valley boasts
a waterfall that disappears and re-
emerges before dropping into two
unexplored caves. There are at least
ten known, but generally unexamined,
caves on the property, and more are
possible. If interested in exploring
these, a wetsuit may be helpful.
Myrna Attaway informed us that an
all-female survey team is working on
a rediscovered cave. A buckeye tree
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some six feet in diameter can be seen
nearby.

Dave McRae reported that he has
completed plans for the Gravesls
gating project. These were circulated.
Gary Barnes suggested that the plans
be published in our newsletter. Scott
Fee asserted that we should hesitate
before making detailed structural
information available on the Internet.
The consensus appeared to be that we
forego publishing the plans. Buddy
Lane will review the list of materials
and provide an estimate of the cost; in
addition to his help, pnancial assistance
has been offered by Michael Gilbert
and our grotto. After taking precise
measurements of the location, another
weekend to perform metal work and
necessary concrete pouring will be
scheduled.

There is no additional information on
the SRT training session. It probably
will occur in late March, and more
information will be available in coming
weeks.

David Caudle will look at a trailer that
may become the grottods haul-a-matic
with integrated smoking unit. Marty
Dudrow seemed surprised to learn
this.

New Business

David Caudle reported that the NSS
bookstore is offering a 40% discount on
the sale of ten or more NSS publications.
He requested that those interested
in purchasing contact him; he would
be able to retrieve the books from
Huntsville, thereby avoiding shipping.

Also mentioned by David Caudle was
the desire of a certain female member
to organize the grottods archives and
move them out of her spare bedroom.
David Caudle has been sorting the
newsletters received from other grottos
and requests help working on this. A
couple of hoursd assistance on any night

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter

would be appreciated. It would not
be arduous; twenty minutes of sorting
generally are followed by ten minutes
of browsing. Your ratio might be a bit
different, however.

John Attaway reminded the grotto of
its upcoming pftieth anniversary and
asked whether there were any plans.
David Caudle conprmed that a general
discussion and the selection of an
organizing committee were to occur
next month. The Pine Tree Country
Club has offered to host the soiree.
Just as for the fortieth anniversary in
1998, Jimmy Sims offered to head the
mail-out committee. Edna Caudle
volunteered to assist. Marty Dudrow
volunteered Leigh Dudrow to head the
organizing committee; being absent,
she did not respond. If memory serves
our president, the precise anniversary
will be 17 April 2008. Recollections
from the grey-hairs, formerly black,
ensued. Gary Barnes was president
when John Attaway joined, 0a long
time ago.o

Grotto Trips

A grotto trip to Stanley Carden Cave
near Fort Payne is scheduled for the
coming weekend. This gated cave
requires vertical gear to negotiate
a pfteen-foot drop. The number of
participants is limited and a waiver is
required by the owner.

The  Guntersville  Getaway  will
incorporate Dave Howellds ridgewalk,
the destination of which requires
further reyection on his part. Sufpce
it to say, he is considering several
possibilities. The bed rafye on Friday
will allow six lucky people to select
beds in either the quiet or the noisy
cabin, as preferred. Stories, cards,
and two large containers of yuid will
be shared. As alluded to, Saturday will
begin with a ridgewalk. Gary Barnes
will lead a trip to Old Blowing Cave.
This cave has several entrances with
different owners, including a 600 + 1506
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vertical entrance only rarely used. If
enough people are interested, parties
could enter at different points. The
organized events will culminate with
the auction of donated equipment on
Saturday evening. Consumption on the
premises is encouraged. Gary Barnes
suggested packaging identical items as
lots in the interest of time. On Sunday
morning, a feast would occur at the
lodge if it were to be open; it wondt be,
however. After cleaning the cabins, all
will wander home.

Jimmy Sims helped Larry Mullins and
Kitty Wooldridge pack for their move
to Utah. They were so generous as
to donate a number of books; some
of these will enter the grottods library
and the remainder will be auctioned in
Guntersville.

Trip Reports

Nikky LaBranche reported her visit
with TinY Manke to the Carter Caves
Crawlathon in Kentucky. Sponsored
by the Kentucky system of state parks,
the event attracted many non-cavers
and was thematically appropriate for
children. Nikky rappelled three natural
bridges in Carter Caves State Park ;
outside of the Crawlathon, this activity
is forbidden. Over Christmas, Nikky also
traveled to Mexico where she dropped
Cepillas (4176) as the top tandem
rappeller to warm-up for Golondrinas.
She also was part of the triple rappel
record into Golondrinas (115038) along
with Tiny Manke and Lance Mitchell
of the VBATs. She and TinY joined the
VPI group who summited Orizaba at Rio
Choi where they short rigged the drop
a couple feet to splash down into the
resurgence pool.

Scott Fee recounted his trip with Julie
and Scott and Amy Parvin to Tumbling
Rock. They went as far as the Christmas
Tree Room as saw few other visitors.
The previous weekend, he went to
Horse Skull Cave in the eponymous
SCCi preserve with Julie and Scott
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Parvin. The functionality of a camera
was explored.

John Attaway, Steve and Nancy from
New Mexico, et al. entered a beautiful
cave in Sumter County, Tennessee

Describing its crystalline walls and
undisturbed Vyoating crystals, John
Attaway evaluated it as 0One of the
nicest caves léve ever been in.o

Dave McRae recently visited Natural
Well with the Pell City Boyz. He also
went to Mandyds on a very cold day;
during the walk back from the cave
through the snow, his kneepads and
shoelaces froze. This made undressing
both inconvenient and uncomfortable.
(Secretaryts note: My shoelaces froze
on my prst cave trip, to Grindstaff in
Tennessee. | didnft have any problem
with kneepads because | wasndt wearing
any. Now that | think of it, the cuffs of
my pants and my shirtsleeves turned
as stiff as cardboard also. While
changing, a piece of gravel by the road
froze to the bottom of my bare foot. It
was cold.)

Scott Fee asked whether a tour
bus indeed passed Steve Sills on a
mountainous road during his yuletide
Mexican adventure. According to
Steve, not only did a tour bus pass
him, he was passed while he himself
was passing someone else. The roadds
shoulder was utilized by the bus during
this maneuver. Close your eyes and
imagine this scene.

A ten-minute break ensued.
Conversation was rampant, and
dangerously low blood pressures were
propped up with nicotine.

Eric Spadgenske, a biologist with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, provided
a presentation of slides pertaining to
Anderson Cave and its bats.  After
thanking Joel McGuire and the grotto for
the invitation, Mr. Spadgenske clariped
his professional interest in bats, their
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habitat, and their conservation.  Of
particular interest to him are the four
threatened species in Alabama: the
grey bat (Myotis grisescens), the Indiana
bat (Myotis sodalis ), the Southeastern
myotis (Myotis austroriparius), and
the northern long-eared bat (Myotis
septentrionalis). There are many other
bats in Alabama, and their use of caves
ranges from obligate to occasional.
Although the government only recently
learned of a population of grey bats
in Bibb County, a graduate student
documented them in the 1950s.

Mr. Spadgenske believes  that
partnerships of all pertinent parties,

including landowners, timber
companies, schools, and state and
federal governments, provide the

most successful opportunities for the
protection and appreciation of nature.
As a private lands biologist, he has
spent the past three years providing
technical and pnancial assistance to
landowners desirous of improving their
properties to benept wildlife.

Anderson Cave is used as a maternity
colony during summer months;
because disturbances can result in the
abandonment of pups by their mothers,
asign discouraging access between April
1 st and October 30th hangs outside the
entrance. The number of bats observed
emerging during intervals of a few
minutes while a light is shined across
the entrance has been extrapolated to
estimate the population of 3,800 grey
bats. The cave also shelters other
animals and has historical signipcance,
both Indian and post-Columbian.

Anderson Cave belongs to the
Birmingham Water Works. After
receiving an e-mail from Keith Hudson
regarding the death of many grey bats,
Mr. Spadgenske learned of the evolving
relationship involving the Water Works,
the grotto, and the SCCi. Desirous of
examining the dead bats himself, in
March, 2006 he was accompanied by

Joel McGuire and Mr. Hazard on his
prst caving trip aside from a brief foray
into Mammoth Cave. In summary,
0This was not my best day at work.4
Misadventures included the inadvertent
wedging of his pre helmet, while his
head was inside, in the ofat mands
squeeze.6 After freeing himself, his
enthusiasm to penetrate deeper was
assuaged. Therefore, he waited in the
dark for about ten minutes while Mr.
Hazard crawled deeper in to retrieve
carcasses; the very long, very dark, and
very alone minutes that followed were
occupied with 0a little praying, a little
writing, and a little thinking. . . . 10l
never forget it.0 Mr. Hazardds return
was welcome. Due to the advanced
state of decomposition, no analysis of
the bats was possible. The deaths are
believed to have occurred during the
summer of 2005 and may have involved
up to a few hundred bats. Although
there is no way to clarify the cause of
death, it is thought to be secondary to
human inyuence; possibilities include
entry of the cave or a chemical insult.

In order to protect the bats from future
harm, a fence around the entrance
to discourage unauthorized access is
being planned. Although considered,
a gate was feared to risk greater
disturbance of the bats. The vaguely
proposed fence will be about seventy-
pve feet on a side and have a perimeter
of nearly six hundred feet. The U.
S. Fish and Wildlife department has
allotted $8,000; additional funds may
be necessary. A long discussion of the
challenges inherent in fencing rough
karst terrain ensued. Mr. Spadgenske
requested that anyone who has
experience with fencing or who knows
someone expert in its installation
contact him or Joel McGuire. Both
skilled and unskilled volunteers will
be needed. Although he would like to
have the fence completed by March
15th so as not to disturb the bats which
are expected to arrive soon thereafter,
it may be necessary to postpone the
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