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Disclaimer 
Caving trips posted are led by volunteers. No grotto committee reviews any trip leaders’ 

qualifications. New cavers should inquire about the nature of the trip and the experience of 
the leader in advance.  Those participating in the trips should be aware of their limits. On 
vertical trips all participants are expected to supply their own gear and be knowledgeable 
about rigging and safe practices.

The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter 
is published twelve times a year by 
the Birmingham Grotto, Inc. of the Na-
tional Speleological Society, Inc. Other 
NSS Internal Organizations may reprint 
material provided credit is given to 
this publication and the author.

Annual dues are $15.00 per indi-
vidual and $20.00 per family which 
is payable on October 1st. Dues are 
prorated for anyone joining during the 
year. The subscription rate is $15.00 
per year. The Birmingham Grotto will 
exchange publications with other NSS 
Grottos. Exchange newsletters should 
be sent to: 

Birmingham Grotto
PO Box 55102

 Birmingham, AL 35255

Articles, Trip Reports, Graphics, 
Poetry, and any other speleo-related 
material should be sent to the Editor 
via email at the address noted below. 
Naturally, the Editor will accept typed 
text in practically any form; however, 
electronic submission reduces the 
risk of typographical errors. Submis-
sions  via e-mail should be directed  
to: editor@bhamgrotto.org. The dead-
line for publication is the 20th of the 
month; however, the Newsletter is 
limited to 12 pages and often fills up 
quickly.

Birmingham On-Line!
Check out our web site: 

www.bhamgrotto.org

 On the cover...
John Attaway’s property in 

Payne Cove.
(Ryan Strickland)

      

Thanks to Sharon Faulkner for assistance in maintaining the BGN Calendar.
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BGN Calendar
MAY 3 The Birmingham Grotto Meeting begins at 7:00 PM, at the Home-

wood Library, 1721 Oxmoor Road.

MAY 5 The Southeastern Cave Conservancy (SCCi) 2007 Spring Board 
Meeting & Annual Membership Meeting will be held Saturday, May 
5, 2007. Location TBA. The Board Meeting begins at 1:00 p.m., fol-
lowed by the 2007 Annual Membership Meeting beginning at 5:00 
p.m. Local Time.

MAY 5
MAY 6

Buffalo River Trip. We plan to put in by 10:00 am and float to the 
campground. Shelter camping and tent camping is available. Sunday 
float is planned as well. Contact Joel McGuire for information.

MAY 12
MAY 13

Backup date for the Buffalo River Trip.

MAY 17 GROBS starts at 7:30 pm. Ask a grotto officer for the current hot 
spot.

MAY 19
MAY 20

Dave Howell will be leading his Annual Walls of Jericho trip this 
weekend. Meet 11am at the hikers’ parking area on Hwy 79, start 
down the trail at 11:30am. Come for the weekend or Saturday only. 
For more info contact Dave Howell.

MAY 25
MAY 28

The 36th Annual 2007 Kentucky Speleofest, hosted by the Louis-
ville Grotto, will be held Memorial Day Weekend at the Lone Star 
Preserve in Upton, Kentucky. Pre-registration begins January 1, 
2007 and ends May 10, 2007. See the web site http://www.caves.
org/grotto/louisvillegrotto/ for more information and registration 
forms.

MAY 31
JUN 3

The 2007 Southeastern Regional Association (SERA) Summer Cave 
Carnival, hosted by the East Tennessee Grotto will be held May 31 
- June 3, 2007 at Camp Nakanawa, located near Crossville, Tennes-
see. Besides world class-caving in the area, amenities will include: 
1,100 acre property, biking/hiking trails, 110 acre spring-fed lake, 
climbing wall, zip line, cabins, bonfire, hot tub, and a live band. 
See the web site at http://www.caves.org/grotto/etg/SERA2007 
for details or registration information.

JUN 7 NSS Pre-Convention in Orange County, Indiana, hosted 
by the St. Joseph Valley Grotto.  See the website at 
www.caves.org/grotto/sjvg/preconvention/Default.htm for details 
and registration.  For more details contact Mark Deebel, 
deebel@insightbb.com (812-275-3740) or Jake Morris, 
snake50cal@hotmail.com (574-271-9004).

JUN 9 Housewarming party for Martha and Glenn Mills. See Announcement 
on the facing page.
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Announcements

Updated Contact Information
Eddie Galbavy
PO BOX 1112

Huntsville, AL  35807
eddie.galbavy@gmail.com

Don Harter
281 Country Village Dr. #H-62

Smyrna, TN
37167-4283

new phone 615-355-7393
email: harterc1@comcast.net

Invitation to attend Martha and Glenn Mills’
The House is Finished Party

June 9, 2007
All Day and All Night
400 Stagecoach Road
Sewanee TN 37375

Come help us celebrate the fact that we have finally finished the house.  
Well, no house is actually ever finished but we have passed our final in-
spection and as far as the county building inspector and tax assessor are 
concerned the house is finished.  Passing the inspection means the house 
meets the standards required by the building codes of Marion County Ten-

nessee (which are stricter than you might think).

We have plenty of room for camping so come on up and plan to camp.  
The official party is on Saturday and Saturday night but you are welcome 

to show up Friday night if you wish.

Please bring your own beverages and some munchies to share.  We will 
have some food for munching but since we have no idea how many folks 

will show up donations of food will help.

Come early and plan to go caving.  The area is a paradise for vertical 
cavers but there are some caving options for those who prefer horizontal 
caving.  Shower facilities are available to clean up after caving but bring 
a towel if you plan to shower because we don’t have an endless supply of 

towels.

We will be glad to send detailed driving directions to anyone by e-mail 
and will be sure someone has some copies to distribute at the June grotto 
meeting for those who want them.  If you need assistance on directions 

and don’t have e-mail, call 423-718-3970 (that is Martha’s cell phone and 
the best way to reach us).

Hope to see you at the party,
Martha and Glenn Mills
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Donna Atchison, David Caudle, Marty Dudrow & Flash; 
Andrea, Darrell, Kelsee & Baylee Elders; Julie & Scott 
Fee, Jonathan Gladden, Dave Howell, David McRae, Larry 
& Margaret Money, Donna & Frank Ray, Jimmy Sims, Jon 
Tracy, Jason Wall

 The Grotto’s contribution to Earth Day is a cleanup 
trip to Bryant Mountain Cave, AL 355, for years a popular 
party spot with local youth. Entering the cave around 10:30 
am, we find it surprisingly clean, although the in-cave graffiti 
seems to have increased dramatically. Our focus this trip, 
however, is litter – the graffiti will have to wait for another 
day – and although the cave is in relatively good condition, 
it is far from pristine. In about 3 hours the group fills 8-10 
large garbage bags with cans, 
bottles, wrappers, broken 
glass, and miscellaneous other 
trash. In addition to the bags, 
several larger pieces of refuse 
are removed from the cave 
as well, the most notable 
of which is an 8’ ladder 
somebody apparently used as 
an aid in climbing down to the 
stream passage. Good use is 
made of this ladder as Jon and 
Jonathan employ it as 2-man 
carrier for several of the bags 
– very resourceful, y’all! The 
trash is loaded into the bed of 
David McR’s truck for transport 
along the 1/4 mile woods road 
to the parking place – thanks, 
David! Ultimately everything, 
including a couple of big truck tires, some discarded carpet, 
and several sections of 8” PVC pipe from outside the cave, 
is loaded onto the Grotto’s new utility trailer for transport 
to the dump.
 After the trip, the group, plus a number of 
additional attendees now, moves to the Caudles’ house 
near Blount Springs for a party that lasts the rest of the day 
and well into the evening. A rope is rigged in a big tree in 
the back yard, and many people climb, most using a frog 
system loaned (and rigged on each climber) by David McR 
– another thanks, David! For some of these, it is their first 
time on rope, a milestone. An afternoon trip to Water Cave 
is organized; this was a lead found in the late 1960s by Lin 
Guy and Ken Kifer, but never explored until recently, and 
never reported to the Alabama Cave Survey. I myself give 
this trip a miss in preference to relaxing on the Caudles’ 
deck to enjoy a beer and the beautiful afternoon and the 
good company, but I hear a good time is had by all. Later 
in the afternoon, David C carries a group heavily weighted 
with children to House Cave, the nearby cave that years-
ago Birmingham Grotto member Lawrence Breeland 

once developed for use as a residence. Finding that 100% 
humidity and the propensity of the cave’s lower levels to 
flood in heavy rains, the construction was abandoned some 
years ago, but the remains are surprising and impressive.
 Evening approaches, and dinner is barbeque from 
the Top Hat in Blount Springs, with pot luck for the veggies 
and desserts. Jason contributes homemade-at-the-event 
ice cream with whipped cream and chocolate toppings – 
thanks, Jason, it is delicious. Suffice it to say, nobody goes 
hungry.
 Valerie and I leave on the early side to get home 
the 3 nephews who were our guests for the day, but I hear 
the evening’s entertainment is to consist of David C showing 
cave slides on his computer, and Jimmy projecting analog 

slides. (If David’s 
projector that hasn’t 
been turned on in 
years still works. 
Alas, we leave before 
this question is 
answered.)
 All in all, a highly 
successful cave 
cleanup, and a really 
good time. A big 
thanks! and a tip of 
the Grotto helmet 
to David and Edna 
Caudle for having 
us all. We certainly 
enjoyed being had.

BRYANT MOUNTAIN CAVE CLEANUP
Dave Howell (photos by David McRae & Julie Fee)
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R Y J C P B Z Q F Q H B E L V P D A Y N L G X D X O E S Z Z 
F T S M V Y K C R M T J T B S J F E C C O G T R D D N B S L 
U C H X D Y F L U L U J G X Y D O M E I V F L K L E Q N D N 
T N O E G X W L D Y F D Y A D J R Q L E T E C A P S R E P C 
Z W H X X B A A F Y C J L N A M J F T Y H R Y P S U S Y E P 
C O A W B Y S F N W O A W R B C A R D E N P E G C G E X P T 
M Z F R P N G T K P P S V D C B Q U C V K H G V R I I U S G 
B W X Y G U A T A U W Y S E R U T C I P Y T Q U A Y G R X A 
Q L T O E S O N P B A M P M H E F T I O T Q P C P C A Q R A 
M L N Y K A H R L Q B X M A Q I D W B R Q A Y A E K P D T E 
P B J P Z M X W G R Z Z I R E Z S L F W U L W P S Q J T E P 
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President Caudle called the meeting to 
order at 7:06 P.M.

Visitors and such
Kyle Crider was present as a guest. 

Jonathan Gladden, previously known to 
David Caudle for circumventing the gate 
at McClendon’s, and Jon Tracy came to 
the meeting because their involvement 
in a rescue has piqued their interest in 
responsible caving.   (This uncustomarily 
early mention of caving is recounted in 
Trip Reports.)  They obtained the grotto’s 
information from Bill Putnam.

Shay Howell was in Alabama after 
sojourns in Mali, New York, and other 
foreign climes

Treasurer’s Report
Scott Fee reported a balance of 
approximately $8,900.  Deductions for 
metal for the gate at Graves’s Cave, the 
trailer, and SCCi donation have been 
made.   After purchase of Quikrete, the 
allocation for the Graves’s project will 
be exhausted.  The Central Alabama 
Grotto has promised $500 and may choose 
to cover 50% of the final cost of gating 
Graves’s.

Review of Minutes
Motions to approve the February and 
March minutes carried.

Announcements
As e-mails had announced, the next 
weekend will be a work-weekend for 
the gate at Graves’s Cave.  Jason Wall 
anticipated that he, Dave McRae, Tony 
Purple Hair, et al. will build the form for 
one sidewall on Friday and the pouring 
of the form will occur on Saturday.  
Help for either day was solicited.   
Although parking in the adjacent lot 
may be possible through the delicate 
negotiations conducted by Dave McRae, 
please continue to be considerate of this 
landowner.

The Earth Day festivities at the Caudles 
will begin with a clean-up at Bryant 
Mountain Cave on Saturday the 21st.   
After a few hours of work, climbing on 
ropes in the backyard, caving in the 
twenty caves within five miles or the four 
within walking distance of the Caudles, 
and socializing will ensue.   The day will 
culminate in a potluck, the core of which 
will be Top Hat Barbecue.  A special 
attraction is Water Cave, now open for 
the first time since the 1970s because the 

pond that prevent access has sprung a 
leak.  

Speleofest will occur in Kentucky, May 25 
to 28.

Judy Ranelli provided an update on 
the SERA Cave Carnival, to occur near 
Crossville, Tennessee in the last weekend 
in May.   A sign-up for supper and 
breakfast is available.  Given the interest 
in caving, this may be a solution superior 
to a potluck.  However, we anticipate that 
the grill and trailer will be in full effect.

Dave Howell will lead the 3rd annual Walls 
of Jericho hike, probably on May 19th 
and 20th.   Although only three to four 
miles in, the trail descends 1,200 feet, 
providing an additional challenge for the 
trip out.  Reportedly an easy trail, it can 
be an extremely scenic dayhike.   For the 
cavers in the audience, there are some 
caves in the area.  A primitive camping 
area will be the destination.   Departure 
will be from the parking area at precisely 
half an hour before noon. 

Joel McGuire will lead the Sylacauga Boy 
Scouts in Tumbling Rock on April 14th.  
Help with this annual event would be 
appreciated.   All participants will depart 
from Camp Jackson at ten o’clock.

Joel McGuire also discussed the Buffalo 
River Trip.  After some discussion, the 
consensus was that April 28-29 th will 
be the primary date, with May 12-13th 
reserved as a back-up.  This scenic 
canoe trip provides flexible opportunities 
for camping and necessitates minimal 
portaging.

 
Old Business
Philip Bateman, previously mentioned 
for his interest in a summer caving camp 
for children, told David Caudle that he 
may come to a meeting to enlist support 
within the grotto.  

David Caudle jubilantly declared that the 
much-discussed trailer now is ours and is 
in Jason Wall’s possession where it will be 
measured prior to purchase of a smoker.   
This new piece of American steel sports 
a 3,500-pound axle.  Marty Dudrow 
recommended engraving the trailer in 
inapparent places.   Stories regarding 
stolen trailers ensued.

Due to the involvement of Dave McRae 
and Jason Wall in the gating project, 
the vertical training session has been 
unofficially postponed to the hazy and 

hopeful future.   Meanwhile, vertical 
practice can occur at the Earth Day 
festivities or at Tiny and Nicky’s home in 
Dora each Wednesday evening. 
Scott Fee declared that the auction at the 
Guntersville Getaway was outstanding.  
With only four outstanding accounts, we 
are ahead the 2006 situation.   Speaking 
of which, the note card for the final open 
account from that year was discovered; 
it included $7 for a bottle of wine and 
$10 for a wetsuit.   Andy Zerbe, liason, 
was asked to approach the purported 
purchaser in hopes of “triggering 
memories.”  He forgot to do so, but he 
will.

The Grotto Anniversary event fast 
approaches.  All are encouraged to 
participate in committees.   Because 
we want older cavers to participate, 
the celebration will occur adjacent to 
a parking lot not predicated on four-
wheel-drive access.  In order to maximize 
the opportunity for reminiscence and to 
increase the enjoyment of all involved, 
the meal will be catered.   A slideshow of 
grotto history will be shown.  Lee Dudrow 
has access to Pine Tree Country Club in 
Leeds.  Another option for a location is a 
fishing lodge on a nearby private lake. 

Leigh Dudrow accepted the 
chairmanship of the accomodations 
committee.  Dave Howell will lead the 
publication committee; he asked that 
all old publications, photographs, and 
information on grotto history be directed 
to him.   Because this committee’s 
contributions may culminate in a 
publication, someone suggested that Toby 
Kemp be a member of this committee.  
It also is possible that a DVD or CD full 
of grotto tales and photographs will 
be made.   It is said that this would be 
“unlike the old movie.”

Edna Caudle will direct the publicity 
committee, which also will contact old 
members who no longer are active in the 
grotto.   Milo Washington and Jimmy Sims 
previously expressed interest in assisting 
in this sphere. 

Ever quantitatively goal-oriented, Scott 
Fee queried: “What is the date?”  A 
weekend in April, 2008 will be chosen.

The allusion to the Guffey movie again 
served as a trigger for digression and 
mirth.  Gary Barnes recalled that 
the infamous film was shown at the 
twenty-fifth anniversary celebration; 
unfortunately, he no longer has the 
16mm projector.   However, a VHS copy is 
extant.

Birmingham Grotto Meeting Minutes
April 5, 2007
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Judy Ranelli will direct decoration and 
displays.

David Caudle will organize the program 
for the evening.

Daniel Wood inquired to the budget 
for the event, to which David Caudle 
said that the grotto would pay for the 
specially invited old members while 
current members will purchase their own 
meals.   In addition, there will be costs 
for printing, decorations, etc.

Like a bloated carcass drifting in the 
Ganges, the Guffey movie resurfaced as 
a topic for conversation.  David Caudle 
stated that the last possibility for 
narration by someone involved has fallen 
through.  Lawrence [last name unknown] 
told him that “I was only a gopher—I don’t 
remember anything.”   Jim McDowell 
had a similar lack of recollection.  David 
Caudle proposed that we distribute the 
movie without narration.   Marty Dudrow 
suggested that we play the movie at 
the anniversary celebration and record 
people’s commentary to use in lieu of 
narration.  Gary Barnes described the 
grotto’s participation in a filmmaking 
endeavor at War Eagle Cave around 1973; 
he remembered the date because a New 
Zealand caver was in Alabama from 1972 
until 1974 before departing for Rochester, 
New York.  This film was shown on the 
public television program “Alabama 
Waterways.”   Andy Zerbe previously 
tried to find this, but was told that it was 
somewhere in non-indexed storage in a 
warehouse.  David Caudle recommended 
that he try again.   Also in movie news, 
the grotto made a comedic film about a 
cave vandal’s death at Anderson Cave.  
Truly hilarious.

New Business
Jeff Harrod has managed to hold on to our 
domain name, bhamgrotto.org, without a 
monthly fee.   He requested that digital 
photographs be sent him for inclusion on 
the site.

Daniel Wood asked David Caudle to lead 
some weeknight trips; David Caudle 
agreed to do so on an irregular basis.   He 
requested help in setting a bolt in Rickle’s 
Cave.

Trip Reports
Jonathan Gladden, a visitor mentioned 
above, described the rescue previously 
alluded to rescue on December 2nd and 
3rd from “ Viking Cave,” between Grant 
and Scottsboro.  The party of three had 

descended a waterfall approximately 
one hundred feet deep.  After exploring 
in the cave, they attempted to raise 
themselves using a rig consisting of a 
rope running over a “one-way pulley 
system”; the force of lifting was 
provided by the arms, and the system did 
not provide any mechanical advantage.   
Although Gladden and Jon Tracy were 
able to exit, a friend became fatigued 
while hauling himself and was stuck in 
the waterfall wearing jeans and a T-
shirt.   He was on rope between five and 
six hours, and the extraction required 
nine hours.  Suffering from hypothermia, 
he was hospitalized but has recovered.   
According to Gladden, his friend only 
had been in vertical caves a few times.  
Gladden and Tracy are interested 
in learning conventional vertical 
techniques.

Scott Fee recounted that after Gene 
Lambert gave permission, he, Daniel 
Wood, Julie Fee, and Jerry Saulsberry 
went to Shoemaker, Two-Room Surprise, 
and Fruit Cellar.   While searching for 
the Mystery Room in Fruit Cellar on the 
far side of the “I don’t care about life 
chasm” with Daniel Wood, Julie Fee 
met and confronted two people who 
signed their names in the cave on three 
consecutive weekends.   For this trip, the 
intrepid spelunkers brought two unusual 
items: a metal detector and a pickaxe.  
No helmets were deemed necessary for 
the party of some five adults and four 
children, however.   Scott Fee, who 
did not meet these folks, said that the 
Mystery Room had some fine formations.  
He did not make it to Dan Morton.   In 
the surrounding woods, someone has 
spraypainted a trail on the trees that 
appears to lead from the cemetery.

Daniel Wood recounted a trip to Guess 
Creek with Scott Fee.  Sights included 
a 40’ waterfall, moonscape room, 
connection passage, and impressive 
entrance chamber.  Daniel Wood took his 
daughters, five and seven years in age, 
to Amazing Cave, where a good time was 
had by all.

Daniel Wood also went to Sloans Valley, 
Kentucky, with Jerry Saulsberry and 
Steve Pitts.  The water level was much 
lower than usual at 687’.   Jason Wall 
says that the water level will drop a good 
deal more to facilitate repairs on the 
dam of the Cumberland River, exposing 
cave that has not been accessible since 
the 1930s.   Gary Barnes and Andy 
Zerbe were looking at a cave entrance 
on the Cumberland River last weekend 
and encountered some geologists who 

reported that there will be an additional 
50’ drop in the water level after Labor 
Day.   Thereafter, the water likely will 
remain low through the winter.

Judy Ranelli stated that the Georgia 
DOT has closed the culvert entrance to 
Hurricane Cave due to degradation of 
the culvert.   The long-term disposition is 
unknown.
TinY, Nicky and Philip Cleckler conducted 
an aerial cave survey near Pell City before 
leaping from the plane to skydive; they 
found no caves.  

Nicky Labranche reported that Mike Walsh 
has obtained driving access that places 
one within fifteen minutes of El Socavón 
in Mexico .  This 650’ pit previously was 
relatively inaccessible. 

En route to Sloan’s Valley, Andy Zerbe 
checked a lead and found a few small 
qualifying caves.  According to the 
landowner, there was a larger cave, but 
his great-grandfather set of an explosion 
to “get the treasure.”   Rather than 
uncovering the pot of gold, he destroyed 
the entrance.  Andy Zerbe also enjoyed 
visiting Merrill Cave’s spectacular 
formation area and large borehole.   On 
the return trip, he eventually found Wind 
Cave; the local directions were poor.  
Debris on the ceiling and at the entrance 
indicates that a terrific volume of water 
rises up to twenty feet.

Gary Barnes also visited Neely’s Creek 
Cave near Sloan’s Valley.  This karst creek 
is worth a look.

 Jason Wall went to Payne’s Cove with 
Frank, Ginger and her children, and 
a friend from Missouri.  In addition to 
admiring the waterfalls, they enjoyed 
poking into holes.   They also went to 
Cedar Ridge Crystal Cave.  The entrance 
to Russell Cave remains forbidden due to 
concerns regarding liability; reportedly, 
cameras are present.

 Judy Ranelli reported that a canoe livery 
intends to operate on Five Mile Creek in 
Brookside.  In addition to renting canoes 
and providing shuttles, he will rent inner 
tubes.   Although “not as bad as Village 
Creek,” Judy is concerned regarding the 
level of pollution.  Although no caves 
are nearby, old mine shafts are adjacent 
to Five Mile Creek.   A clean-up is 
anticipated.  She will keep us posted.

Shay Howell shared slides from her recent 
travels.  Did you know there were caves 
in Mali? 

-Lee Burnett  
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*** It is April 20 as I write these words, 
Toby’s deadline for BGN submissions. 
Also Hitler’s birthday, and good old 4-
20. Interesting convergence of events, 
yes? Recently I did a little research on 
the topic of drugs in the Third Reich; 
information on this subject is scarce, 
but from what I do find, hard drugs – 
cocaine, opium, and even heroin – were 
more readily available than marijuana. 
Several Nazi leaders enjoyed their 
little indulgences: Drinking was 
rampant, probably including absinthe, 
the anise-flavored, wormwood-based, 
mildly hallucinogenic liqueur. Hard 
drugs were available through the 
cabarets, for which prewar Berlin was 
renowned. Reich Air Minister Hermann 
Goering was addicted to paracodeine 
throughout the 1930s and 40s; it is said 
that on the desk in his office he kept a 
bowl of paracodeine tablets, which he 
would pop like candy. But to the Green 
Goddess in Nazi Germany I have found 
no reference at all.

Wonder how history might have been 
different had weed been factored into 
that time and place?

*** Congratulations to GLENN and 
MARTHA MILLS on the completion of 
their custom residence near Sewanee, 
Tennessee! It has taken a long time 
and a ton of work, but the final stones 
were laid in the parapets last month. 
Longbowmen man the battlements, 
sentries are posted to watch the 
perimeter, and the moat is stocked 
with crocodiles imported at great cost 
from the Nile. Now the only remaining 
detail is to stretch a stout chain across 
Stagecoach Road and begin charging 
toll, catapulting rocks by day or 
Greek fire by night on any passersby 

foolish enough to refuse to pay. Valerie 
and I visited the work in progress a 
year ago, and the construction was 
impressive then -- can’t wait to see 
the finished product! (Glenn, you are 
going to dispense with that toll for 
Grotto members, right? Call off the 
longbowmen too, willya?)

*** News reaches me that EDDIE 
GALBAVY of our Anniston outpost has 
recently moved to Huntsville. Actually 
he’s going there to join the Huntsville 
Grotto as a spy for Birmingham... I’m 
just kidding. (Hey, Eddie, watch for a 
masking tape “X” on a utility pole at 
the corner of University and Memorial. 
When you see it you know a drop has 
been arranged.)

*** Today was a record: we found 
3 chipmunk carcasses in the house, 
deposited there by Shay’s darling 
little kitty Isis, the Mighty Huntress. 
But, then, it’s spring, the season of 
predation, when snakes emerge from 
their winter dens to hunt for mice 
or frogs, hawks wheel in denim-blue 
skies to scan the fields far below for 
squirrels or rabbits, and bats snatch 
songbirds in midflight. (What?) Yes, 
it’s true: Morning Edition on National 
Public Radio ran a segment on April 
18 about the GIANT NOCTULE BAT, 
Nyctalus Iasiopterus, a denizen of 
Spanish forests, and one of Europe’s 
largest bats. During the summer the 
noctule, like most bats, eats prodigious 
quantities of insects, but in spring and 
fall, it catches and devours migrating 
songbirds in flight. Here’s how it works: 
the giant noctule flies from its home in 
the tops of very tall trees thousands of 
feet in the air. Using the same “radar” 

that bats use to find their way through 
caves, it homes in on songbirds in flight, 
and power dives to snatch them out of 
the air. Grasping the bird between its 
wings and tail, as soon as the snatch is 
done the bat falls like a stone, wolfing 
the best parts of the bird, such as the 
breast, as it plummets. When it gets 
near the ground, it drops the mangled 
carcass. Cool, huh? Just when we think 
we know everything about higher life 
on this planet, something brand new 
comes along.

*** Just saw BORAT. Did you notice 
that the opening and closing scenes 
were filmed in Moroieni, Romania?

*** Yeah, I know you’re still wondering 
what the first paragraph of this column 
had to do with caves, right? Well, it’s 
about Germany, and Germany has 
some world class caves. If you think 
MIRKWOOD CAVERNS with its cave bear 
remains is cool, consider GUTENBERGER 
HŐHLE near the town of Heppenloch. 
In the entrance area of the cave, the 
remains of Middle Pleistocene animals 
were found, including rhino, bear, 
cave lion, and wild horse. Unusual 
for the Swabish Jura, the area of 
southwestern Germany where the cave 
is found, were the findings of monkey 
and wolf remains. (...implying rhino 
and cave lion remains are common?) 
During an excavation in 1893, a 1 meter 
long tusk was found 200m deep in the 
cave; it is not clear how the tusk got 
there. The 2005 excavation was the 
very first action of the newly founded 
SCHWÄBISCHER HŐHLENVEREIN (the 
Schwabian Cavers’ Union), a rough 
equivalent of the Local Grotto.


