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Management Plan

Sinking Cove Cave Preserve
Southeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc.

The following plan has been
adopted by the Board of Directors of
the Southeastern Cave Conservancy,
Inc. to define the management of
caves in the Carter Mountain
Compartment Four preserve, including
Sinking Cove Cave, Custard Hollow
Cave, and other caves on the property,
as well as the Sinking Cove
Campground. The intent of this plan
is to protect the property and to
preserve the good relationship that
the SCCi has established with the
landowners, lease holders, and other
users of the preserve. Please observe
the rules and encourage others to do
the same so that all may enjoy this
unique and beautiful natural site.
Contact the SCCi Sinking Cove
property managers if you have
questions or to request special
arrangements.

Area Management

1. Deep South Outdoors (DSO)
will provide the Southeastern Cave
Conservancy Inc. (SCCi) with keys or
other access arrangements for gates
located on roads leading to the caves
and campground. Keys or gate access
will be made available to SCCi members
only through the Sinking Cove
Property Management Committee. SCCi
is responsible for any keys provided
to it by DSO and for costs or expenses
related to the use, loss, or
replacement of such keys.

2. SCCi will manage access,
visitation, and usage of the caves and
campground by cavers according to
the Access Policy defined below. The
SCCi Sinking Cove Property
Management Committee will be the
contact for all questions or issues
related to access to and management
of caves on the property.

3. This plan may be revised or
amended by mutual consent of Deep
South Outdoors and the Southeastern
Cave Conservancy.

Access Policy

1.  Access to the preserve will
be limited to the dates and periods
determined and announced by SCCi
and Deep South Outdoors. There will
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be no access during deer or turkey
hunting seasons, or during a two-week
period before the start of deer season.
Outside of those periods, access for
caving and camping is allowed as
defined by the following paragraphs.

2. At least one member of any
group visiting caves or camping on the
property under the terms of the SCCi
lease must be a current member of
the Southeastern Cave Conservancy.
Visitors may be asked to show their
SCCi membership card as proof of
membership. Membership cards may
be obtained from the SCCi Treasurer.
SCCi members are encouraged to
place an SCCi logo sticker on their
vehicle to help identify authorized
vehicles. The stickers can also be
obtained from the SCCi Treasurer.

3. Advance notification s
required before visiting the property.
Notification may be given by
contacting one of the SCCi Sinking
Cove property managers or by calling
1-866-764-2242. The name of an SCCi
member accompanying the group will
be required, along with the date and
duration of the visit, parking or
camping area to be used, and caves
to be visited.

4. Vehicle access is limited to
existing roads and designated Off-Road
Vehicle trails. Please use only the
established and designated roads,
parking areas, and trails to reach the
caves. Ridgewalking is permitted only
on designated dates. Certain areas of
the preserve are wildlife sanctuaries
and are off limits to all human travel
or disturbance at all times. Please
remember that we are guests and that
the principal use of the preserve is
for wildlife management.

5.  To minimize impact on the
cave, the property, and the wildlife,
the Conservancy prefers that groups
visiting the property be no larger than
16 people. Arrangements for group
camping or caving involving more than
16 people must be made in advance
by contacting the SCCi Sinking Cove
property managers at least two weeks
before the desired date.

6. Camping on the property is
limited to the Sinking Cove
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Campground and other designated
campgrounds. Campfires are allowed
in existing fire rings. All users are
expected to help keep the
campground and property clean. No
trash or garbage may be left at the
campground or on the property.

7. To avoid parking and over-use
problems during caving conventions
and special events, access to the
property during those events will be
limited to trips organized through the
event staff and SCCi.

8. Please keep noise to a
minimum to avoid disturbing wildlife or
other visitors.

9. Use of the caves for any type
of commercial activity or purpose,
including guided or commercial caving
or other similar activity, is not allowed.

10. Unauthorized visitors or
vandals encountered on the preserve
should be reported to the SCCi
property managers or the DSO staff.

11. Hunting is not allowed
without a hunting permit from Deep
South Outdoors. Discharging firearms
of any type outside of hunting season
is prohibited.

12. Collection or removal of
cultural or other artifacts is not
allowed. Please report any artifacts
or artifact sites to SCCi or DSO for
proper archaeological study and
preservation.

13. Collection or removal of
wildlife, plants, minerals, or other
items found on the property or in the
caves, including scientific specimens,
is not allowed without permission from
SCCi and Deep South Outdoors.

14. Modification of the caves or
property, including the placement of
bolts or other artificial anchors, is
prohibited without permission from
SCCi and Deep South Outdoors.

Sinking Cove Cave Preserve Property
Management Committee

Buddy Lane

buddy@scci.org 423-580-0624

JV Swearingen IV
jvswearingen@scci.org 256-536-6365
Bill Putnam

putnam@scci.org 678-234-0566
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Alabama Cave Survey 2001 Annual Meeting Followup

On April 28 the first, and possibly
the only, TAG Cave Survey meeting was
held at the University of the South in
Sewanee, Tennessee. As your
representative on the ACS Board of
Directors, following is my report and
commentary on the event.

The idea of a joint ACS-TCS-GSS
meeting has been bandied about for
some time, but this was the first year
anybody has done anything about it.
How did it go? Well, in summary it
seemed a mixed bag, with both
favorable aspects and shortcomings.
On the plus side, it was good to meet
with a larger cross-section of the
ridgewalking-mapping-discovery
subgroup of the caving community and
to hear about the various related
activities going on across TAG. On the
minus side, the ACS and GSS meetings
seemed like side shows to the “main
event,” the TCS meeting. Plus side:
The three surveys had the opportunity
to compare notes on items of mutual
interest and concern, such as the
issue of three surveys with three
different definitions of “cave,” the
three groups’ individual approaches to
matters of security and confidentiality

of cave locations, etc. Minus side:
The gorgeous spring weather
contrasted with the ominous

rumblings of dissatisfaction with an
Alabama Cave Survey meeting held
outside Alabama, and the unilateral
withdrawal of its hosting by the
Birmingham Grotto. Plus: The range of
presentations and slide shows on
current exploration, mapping, and
other projects was great, much more
comprehensive than we would have
gotten at a conventional ACS-only
meeting (e.g. Marion Smith’s very
entertaining slide show and
description of the exploration and
mapping of Tennessee’s Rumbling
Spring Cave, and Sid’s (I don’t know
his last name — Vicious?) talk with slides
of the overflow of the Monterrey,
Tennessee sewage system into nearby
caves and groundwater, among others.
Minus: The presentations went on
sooo0 long, and the three surveys’
business meetings overlapped them
somewhat. And so it goes, plus and
minus, back and forth, on and on. As |
said, a mixed bag.

Amid all of the above, regular ACS
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by Dave Howell

business did get conducted, and ACS
news disseminated. Congratulations to
Bobby Dodson, 2000-01 recipient of the
Golden Boot Award for the most new
caves reported in the previous year;
this is the first year since its inception
that the award has been captured by
someone other than The Old
Rockeater, Jerry Reeves. (When |
asked Bobby how many caves he had
turned in this year, his response was,
“l don’t know. Somewhere between
34 and 40. | wasn’t sure | was going to
get it, | heard that Michael Gilbert [our
Central Alabama Grotto colleague]
turned in 36, but it turned out a lot
of them couldn’t be entered into the
survey because of incomplete
information on the report forms.”) (An
aside to anyone who reports anything to
the ACS: the shaded areas on the report
form must be filled in for the cave being
reported to receive an ACS number.)

In other ACS news, as usual three
positions on the Board of Directors
(those of Bill Torode, Tom Moss, and
Andy Zellner) came open this year, and
in the ensuing election Bill and Tom
were reelected and Jim Hall was voted
into the third place. Tom Moss
announced his intention to vacate his
position as ACS Cave Files Director
(although he will remain on the Board)
after the next (2001-02) update; the
matter of his successor will be dealt
with at next year’s meeting. This
matter segued into a discussion of
diversifying the cave files directorship
to separate data listing and the cave
map files, to ease work loads on any
one individual. Also, discussions from
last year’s meeting continued
regarding inception of a new,
discrete, Narrative File of remarks
listed on ACS report forms (presently
unavailable except by special request;
this is being coordinated by Andy
Zellner, who asked for volunteers to
help transcribe these remarks), and a
Media File listing newspaper, magazine,
and other media mentions of Alabama
caves (presently pursued on a
semiprivate basis by Bill Torode, who
also needs help). (No, that last
statement was not what you think.)
Also, it looks like an electronic (CD-
ROM) version of the ACS cave map files
will soon be available for around $30.
(To allay fears, this CD version will not
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replace the traditional system, paper
cave maps will still be available to those
members who wish them.) And lastly,
the ACS Board will be meeting
separately in the coming weeks to
discuss a reorganization along the lines
of Bill Torode’s concept of a “head
guy” to coordinate ACS business,
conduct meetings, etc., with the
replacement of the present Board of
Directors with a representative from
each of the various Alabama grottos. |
will update you on these items
following the Board meeting.

And of course the ACS map and
data update was the centerpiece of
the meeting. Cave numbers are up to
4004 now (from 3894 last year), and an
inch-thick wedge of maps were added
to the already voluminous collection.
(I myself several years ago started
keeping my cave maps loose in boxes
when the collection became too
unwieldy for binders.) A majority of the
new maps were contributed by Mr.
Cave Map himself, Bill Torode — thanks,
Bill, without your prolific input the
map collection would be drastically
smaller — although the good work of
other mapping teams was also
represented, such as that by Terry
Ragon and Chrissy Frotten, Scott
Squared (Fee and Parvin), Tim White
and Paul Meyer, Mark Grace and Shane
Stacy, and others. (Many other
persons mapped and helped map, and
| apologize that space limitations
prevent a complete listing of their
names. Look on the maps, you’ll see
them.)

As | mentioned earlier, this joint
ACS-TCS-GSS meeting was arranged
and held amid resentful rumblings and
angry mutterings of boycotts and
independent surveys and such. The
complaints are valid: It does seem
improper to hold the Alabama Cave
Survey meeting outside Alabama. The
joint meeting was indeed arranged
without consultation with the
Birmingham Grotto, who had
volunteered to host the 2001 ACS
meeting. The 8:30 am starting time was
not sensitive to the needs of many TAG
cavers, it didn’t allow enough time for
people to get there.

To those making such complaints,
be aware that these concerns did
appear on the agenda of ACS business,
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and were discussed. A majority of ACS
members present voted to not
combine survey meetings again next
year; accordingly, the Birmingham
Grotto will host the 2002 Alabama Cave
Survey meeting, at a location, date,

and time of our choosing. Keine Angst,
folks, the operative word in that
statement is will — we aren’t going to
have any rude surprises or unilateral
contraventions this time. The majority
vote ensures this.

Thus ends my report and
commentary on the 2001 TAG Cave
Survey meeting. It was the best of
times, it was the worst of times. At
least there was no guillotine set up
in the town square.

VWho Am | ?
by Martha Hendrix
and Donna Cobb

What’s up you guys? No guesses
for April or May! Did the “rules” scare
you off?

We aren’t trying to make this
complicated but we do want to be
fair. Out loud guesses at the meeting
favor those who get there early and
read fast. If you want to guess at the
meeting write it on a piece of paper
and give to me or Donna. However,
we won’t announce the winner then
- we want to allow those who get the
newsletter by mail a chance also. We
will draw from all the correct guesses
at the following month’s meeting.

The April “Who Am 1?” featured
David Dyer who is one of our relatively
new members. The May issue was an
“old timer” and Donna and | are
amazed that no one guessed it! Milo,
maybe you need to come around more
- our newer members don’t know you
well enough.

Now for this month’s featured
caver . . .

‘What was your first cave? - Indian
Tunnel Cave, Idaho

‘What was your first paying job?
Western Union bicycle messenger

‘What was your first pet’s name?
Penny (a dog)

-Other than caving, do you have
hobby others may not know?
Collecting comic books

‘What is the strangest pet you’ve
had and its name? - A green lynx
spider, no name

-Did you win any awards in high
school? (i.e. best dressed, most
popular, etc.) - National Honor Society

‘What is the scariest thing you’ve
ever done, caving or otherwise? - |
got caught in quicksand once

‘What kind of climbing system do

)]
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you use for vertical? - Ropewalker
‘What are your top 5 movies? - Dazed
and Confused, Apocalypse Now, The
Matrix, Schindler’s List, Point Break
‘Do you have a favorite TV show? -
The Rogues (no longer on)

‘What is the last book you read? -
Black Light by Elizabeth Hand
-Country, rock n’ roll, classical or hip
hop? - Rock rules

‘What is your favorite song? -
*Tuesday’s Gone” by Lynyrd Skynyrd
‘Ever had your picture in the paper
or a magazine? Why? - Yes, in
connection with volunteer activities
with my high school Red Cross chapter
‘What kind was your first car? - 1958
Fiat 500

‘What is your fantasy car? - Ferrari
360 Modena

‘What is your fantasy truck? - Toyota
Land Cruiser FJ40

Do you prefer credit or cash? - Cash
:If you could go anywhere in the
world and money was no object,
where would you visit? - Bangkok,
Thailand

‘What religion are you? - Pagan

‘Do you speak/write another
language? - German

‘What is your favorite formation in a
cave? - black sparkly flowstone
‘What is your favorite type of cave?
(i.e. horizontal, vertical) - Horizontal
with much climbing up and down

-Do you wear a cave suit, coveralls,
ploypro/tights and shorts, or whatever
happens to be junky enough to get
trashed caving? - Jeans, T-shirt,
overshirt

-What are your favorite caving boots?
- For in-cave work, jungle boots

Electric, carbide, or LED? -

Carbide

‘What is your favorite cave food to
take in your pack? - Caribbean Crunch
‘What is the strangest item you’ve
ever eaten in a cave? - Smoked oysters
‘What inspired you to start caving? -
Exploration and going places no human
has ever been before

‘Do you have a caving idol or mentor?
- Mentor: Lin Guy
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‘Do you survey/map? - Yes, but not
as much as | used to

‘Do you ridgewalk? - Yes, avidly
‘What is your heritage? - English,
Welsh, Scottish, Confederate

‘Blue jeans or khakis? - Jeans
Flannel, silky or no pajamas? - None
-Boxers, briefs or panties? - Briefs
-If you could choose someone from
the past or present to have dinner
with around the campfire, who
would it be? - Robert E. Lee and/or
Doc Holliday

‘Where were you born? - Dothan,
Alabama

‘Tent or truck camper? - Tent

‘Do you have any bumper stickers
on your vehicle and if so, what do
they say? - “Guano Happens”

‘What is your astrological sign? -
Pisces

‘What is your Chinese zodiac sign? -
Ox

‘Ever been to a psychic, tarot card
reader or psychic call line? - No

-Ever been on a blind date? - Yes,
several
‘Was it good or bad? - Nothing to

write home about

‘Do you have a tattoo? - Yes, several
‘Body piercing? - No

‘Have you ever had sex in a cave? -
No

‘Have you ever been arrested or
convicted of a crime? - No

-If you could be any kind of wild
bird, what kind would you be? -
Great horned owl

:If you could be any wild animal,
what would you want to be? - Timber
wolf

‘What is the weirdest costume
you’ve ever worn on Halloween? -
Grim Reaper

‘Republican, Democrat, Libertarian,
or other? - Libertarian/other

‘Meat or meatless? - | love thick,
juicy, very rare steaks, but | also love
fresh sushi

-Can you sing, draw, or paint well? -
Draw and paint — | was an art major
in college

‘What color is your hard hat? - Blue
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Birmingham Grotto Minutes

Chairman Joel McGuire opened
the meeting. We had no visitors. The
April minutes were approved with one
correction of a trip report cave name
("Skagnasty” instead of Shagnasty).
Leigh Dudrow reported that we have
$2,459 in our account, with only $190
still outstanding from the Guntersville
Getaway auction.

Announcements

SERA will be held June 22-24 (form
must be postmarked on or before June
1 for pre-registration discount).
Application forms for TAG are now
available. If you’re looking for an
exotic caving event, Speleo Brazil 2001
will be held July 15-22. The National
Cave Rescue Committee of the NSS is
holding a cave rescue seminar in
Bedford, Indiana, July 28-August 23,
and the Eastern Region of this
committee is offering “Weeklong 2001”
cave rescue training, August 4-12, in
Beverly, West Virginia. For more
information, contact Nancy Chrimes
(ncrcmom@hotmail.com).

Martha Hendrix requested
volunteers for a cleanup weekend
(May 19-20) at Sinking Cove. The
managers, Deep South Outdoors, have
asked Bill Putnam/SCCi to contact
grottos that have used the area in the
past. Camping will be available Friday
and Saturday nights. Volunteers are
to bring rakes and shovels. Sharon
Faulkner announced a Scottsboro
Mountain cleanup for the coming
weekend—chain saws needed. Myrna
Attaway reported that she received a
verbal okay to do bat counts this
summer at Anderson Cave. Martha said
that the NSS convention discount
deadline had been extended (no
exact date). The discounted cost is
$110. Sharon Faulkner said that the
Alabama Cave Survey narrative files
have been approved and she has
copies of the guidelines.

New Business

Myrna brought up the possibility
of changing our GROBS meeting place
to TC’s on 7*" Avenue. It came to light,
though, that they do not serve food.
The group is willing to give it a try.
Also, Myrna announced that, at the
joint (Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia)
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cave survey meeting, there was a vote
whether or not to continue with joint
meetings. The count was 11 to 8 in
favor of separate meetings (10
abstained), and Dave Howell
volunteered the Birmingham Grotto to
host next year’s Alabama Cave Survey
meeting. The grotto concurred with
Dave’s offer.

Old Business

There was considerable
discussion about when and where to
have the grotto’s July 4 gathering.
It was not known if Sinking Cove would
be available. Camp Jackson was raised
as an alternative. Sinking Cove, if
available, would require approval for
a group of more than 16 people and
two weeks advance notice. Myrna
had recently spoken with Kenneth
Gann who said the grotto would be
welcome at Camp Jackson any time.
There was a general consensus to
have our grotto-sponsored function
the weekend after July 4. Scott Fee
then moved and it was seconded that
we have it at Camp Jackson. This was
approved with a show of hands. Joel
McGuire will contact Kenneth Gann
to reserve the camp. It was suggested
that we plan a Sinking Cove weekend
later this year. Martha assured
everyone that Sinking Cove does want
the grotto to come.

Myrna updated us on the
Anderson Cave situation. Someone has
offered to trade with the Water Works
Board property that overlies
Corkscrew Cave. The Board would
then own more property, but this may
open up more development. Martha
reminded the group that the deadline
for submitting T-shirt and patch
designs is the June meeting. Judy
Ranelli inquired about the grotto’s
vertical training. Martha is willing to
coordinate but needs committed
helpers. Perhaps it can be done
sometime in September.

Trip Reports

Peter Michaud announced that he
has not gone caving for a month!
Martha went ridgewalking. Sharon
Faulkner went to Neversink and Walked
by Well with Glenn Ledbetter and
Andy Porter. She and Andy also went
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to Dug Hill Sinkhole Cave, Skipworth’s
Well and Buggy Top Cave. Myrna and
Mark Joop joined them at Buggy Top.
Van Cain visited a St. Clair County cave
that had a 20-foot pit entrance. He
went to Tumbling Rock with Mike
Montgolf. Scott Fee and a group from
Dogwood City Grotto went to 137-foot
Well Over Thirty and to Almost Wet Pit
(a 50-55 footer with a shooting
waterfall). There was a 600’ + elevation
change to get to the cave. Martha
said it was announced at the cave
survey meeting that the rigging tree
at Neversink is dead. The SCCi is
considering topping it to prolong its
use. Steve Sills managed with three
ropes to get to the bottom of
Varnedoe Cave.

Program

Mike McEachern entertained with
slides of various Mexican pits,
including Golondrinas (1,100+ drop).
Dave Howell then showed slides of
Houston Hollow, Falling Spring Cave,
Mirkwood Caverns, Rusty’s and
Rainbow Caves, Bluff, Tate, Perkins,
and Whispering Spring Caves.

Respectfully submitted,
Kitty Wooldridge, Secretary

NSS Spring Cleaning

The NSS has a limited number
of Large NSS Flags (Item #02-0050)
that are great for grotto meetings
or personal collections and have
been put on clearance at $10.00
(down from $45.00). We also have
small NSS Flags #02-0211 priced at
$2.00 (down from $4.00). Add $4.00
for shipping and handling and they
are yours!

The 2000 Speleo Projects
Calendar #01-0468 is a mere $2.00/
ea. (Plus Shipping)

To take advantage of any of
these offers please contact the
NSS: nss@caves.org, (256) 852-1300.
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News & Notes
by Dave Howell

*** Several news items interrelate
this month, sinuously intertwining like
mating snakes: Sinking Cove... the
Grotto 4th of July Campout... Camp
Jackson... Come, join me in the snake
pit...

*** As | write these words | am fresh
from the SINKING COVE CLEANUP the
weekend of May 19 and 20; it went
well, we removed a number of bags of
cans, bottles, and general litter, as
well as a pile of larger trash items,
from the roads, campground, and trails
Saturday morning. In addition, all fire
rings except the large central one
were dismantled/removed, and the
central one was cleaned up and
improved, at the property manager’s
behest. Cavers not only from our own
Grotto, but from Huntsville,
Chattanooga, and other grottos and
locations were present for the
cleanup. And after cleanup activities
(and the rain) ceased a number of
caving trips went out to various
objectives in the area: the
“traditional” through trip, the
pulldown trip, ventures into other
caves in the area, and checking of
previously observed karst features and
freelance ridgewalking. This latter
activity produced at least one cave
new to the Tennessee Cave Survey, a
modest multidrop which will

undoubtedly be returned to and
pushed farther in coming weeks and
months. Regarding the management
situation, | think everybody was a tad
apprehensive as to what to expect;
however, if this cleanup weekend was
any indication, the situation is cool,
and caver ventures in Sinking Cove,
within the rules previously described
in the BGN (basically, permitted trips
by SCC members and guests only), are
invited this summer. | know our own
Grotto will be there at some point.

*** Which brings me to the
Grotto’s annual JULY 4th CAMPOUT.
This subject was discussed at the May
Grotto meeting — see the minutes for
a precis of what was said — and,
perhaps due to the general
apprehension about the Sinking Cove
management situation described
above, it was voted that the campout
should be held at Camp Jackson this
year, provided the Camp can/will have
us the weekend after the 4th. It was
also voted that a separate Grotto
campout should be held this summer
at Sinking Cove. Sounds like the best
of all possible worlds to me. Watch this
space and the Grotto calendar for
further info and dates as they become
available.

*** Speaking of CAMP JACKSON,
somebody said that an adventure
camp, featuring things like rappelling
and rock climbing, white water
canoeing/kayaking, outdoor survival
skills and techniques — and cave

exploring — is setting up shop at our
favorite BSA Camp. Interesting. Don’t
know many details, but the caving
aspect bears watching and perhaps
participation by the area caving
community. In the same discussion
somebody opined that Camp J would
be an awfully good place to hold next
year’s Alabama Cave Survey meeting,
to be hosted (for sure this time!) by
the Birmingham Grotto. Nothing
decided yet, but it’s surely an
interesting idea.

*** And speaking of snakes, it looks
like this year promises to be just as
snaky as last — | myself have already
walked up on a 2-foot long
copperhead, and be sure to ask about
HAZARD’s timber rattler sighting at
Sinking Cove (thrills! chills!). Watch
out for ‘em, folks, they’re there
whether we see them or not, and be
sure to leave them alive. The reptile
community thanks you, and I thank
you.

*** Enough of intertwining news
items. Here’s a total non sequitur:
Another Bham Grotto couple has
forsaken the bourgeois apartment
scene to ascend to the status of
landed gentry. Yes, SCOTT and MELISSA
HOGAN are now homeowners, with the
new Hogan Estate located in the
province of Center Point, quite
convenient to that main Cave Country
artery, Highway 79. Congratulations,
y’all!
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