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Birmingham On-Line!
Check out our web site: www.bhamgrotto.org

The Birmingham Grotto
Newsletter is published twelve
times a year by the Birmingham
Grotto, Inc. of the National
Speleological Society, Inc. Other NSS
Internal Organizations may reprint
material provided credit is given to
this publication and the author.

Annual dues are $15.00 per
individual and $20.00 per family
which is payable on October 1st.
Dues are prorated for anyone
joining during the year. The
subscription rate is $15.00 per year.
The Birmingham Grotto will
exchange publications with other
NSS Grottos. Exchange newsletters
should be sent to:

Birmingham Grotto
PO Box 55102

 Birmingham, AL 35255

Articles, Trip Reports,
Graphics, Poetry, and any other
speleo-related material should be
sent to the Editor via email at the
address noted below. Naturally, the
Editor will accept typed text in
practically any form or you can give
written material to the Staff Typist
noted to the left. Submission can
also be done via e-mail to:
scott@scottparvin.com. The
deadline for publication is the 20th
of the month; however, the
Newsletter is limited to 12 pages
and often fills up quickly.

Birmingham
Grotto Officers
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Steve Sills, NSS 48358, RL

(205) 620-3495
hitapit@yahoo.com

Vice President:
Sharon Faulkner, NSS 46480
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sfaulknr@bellsouth.net

Secretary:
Jeannie Cates, NSS 51529

caverjeannie@bellsouth.net

Treasurer & Membership List:
Gary Barnes, NSS 10332
radphy@pipeline.com

Cavin’ Calendar
*Disclaimer* Caving trips posted

are led by volunteers. *No grotto
committee reviews any trip leaders’
qualifications. New cavers should
inquire about the nature of the trip
and the experience of the leader in
advance.* Those participating in the
trips should be aware of their limits.
On vertical trips all participants are
expected to supply their own gear and
be knowledgeable about rigging and
safe practices.

Editor:
Scott A. Parvin, NSS 29279 RL

scott@scottparvin.com
(205) 647-1936

Staff Typist & Publisher:
Leigh Dudrow, NSS 37710

Proofreader:
Julie Fee, NSS 47637
caverjules@aol.com

(205) 856-9177

Archivist:
Dave Caudle, NSS 13995

Conservation:
Myrna Attaway, NSS 16921

Webmaster:
Terry Ragon, NSS 35366 RL

Newsletter Staff

Nov 5: BOG Howdy Party at
Gary Barnes’ house at 7 pm.

Nov 6: BOG Meeting at VC Tech,
2790 Pelham Parkway (US 31)in
Pelham at 9 am.

Nov 6: Grotto Halloween Party
at Alabama Caverns.  Jason will be
cooking, so please bring a side dish
and a donation for the meat.  Gates
open at 5:00 PM and the cave will
be open for tours.  Camping is
permitted on site.

Nov 18: GROBS starts at 7:30 pm.
Ask a grotto officer for the current hot
spot.

Nov 20: 2004 SCCi Winter Board
Meeting in Chattanooga, TN at 12
Noon.

Dec 2: Grotto Meeting at South-
side Library starts at 7:00 pm.

Dec 16: GROBS starts at 7:30
pm. Ask a grotto officer for the
current hot spot.

Jan 6: Grotto Meeting at South-
side Library starts at 7:00 pm.

Jan 20: GROBS starts at 7:30
pm. Ask a grotto officer for the
current hot spot.

Feb 3: Grotto Meeting at South-
side Library starts at 7:00 pm

Feb 17: GROBS starts at 7:30
pm. Ask a grotto officer for the
current hot spot.

Thanks to our wonderful webmaster Terry Ragon,

we have a new domain that’s all our own!!!

On the cover...

The Sites of TAG 2004
(Scott A. Parvin)
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I am a volunteer on a project -
an ongoing survey of Fern cave.  The
current map sorely needs updating.
Fern is Alabama’s longest known cave,
and is only accessible by permit. It is
quite challenging.

We had several experienced
cavers for this portion of the survey,
and we split into groups for three
surveys - a short (timewise) trip, two
groups on a medium trip (which I did),
and a long trip.

We left on Friday morning of TAG
to start the survey. Driving to Fern
requires a 4 wheel drive vehicle, so I
rode with Kelly Norwood in her truck.
I’m glad I did - my Subaru might have
all-wheel drive, but in no way would
my car have had the clearance to
drive down that road.

People on the survey included
folks visiting from Illinois, Kentucky,
Wisconsin, and Iowa.  Steve Pitts met
us at the start of the road to Fern,
prepared to lead the long trip.  Kelly
led the medium trip and another caver
whose name escapes me led the short
trip.  The medium trip was to
Helectite Heaven (HH), with two
groups splitting up to do different
sections.

After driving to the Fern parking
area, we suited up and some of the
group went to calibrate survey
instruments. Let me state here that
the mosquitoes where we parked (and
changed into our cave gear, exposing
bare flesh) were horrible.  I put on a
polypro shirt and my caving bibs
(ballistic nylon) and sprayed Deep
Woods OFF everywhere my skin was
exposed.  Well, the damn mosquitoes
bit thru the polypro so that my
shoulders and upper back are covered
in bites.

There is a 1.5 mile hike up a
mountain to the entrance, because
Fern has 400+ foot Surprise Pit.
Though this pit is accessible by a
different entrance from the one we
used, these two entrances are very
close in elevation.  That 400+ elevation
has to come from somewhere!  It’s
the highest entrance to a cave I’ve
ever seen.

After entering the cave we did a
good bit of crawling and clambering
thru breakdown and generally losing
elevation to get to our first

destination.  There was a 30 foot pit
on our route, and I had borrowed
Jason Wall’s ropewalker and harness
to do the drop because I couldn’t
find my caving harness in the chaos
that is my apartment. I didn’t own an
ascending system, thus the loan was
a “package deal.”  I *did* have my own
handed ascender and cow’s tail and
my own rappel rack.  The rope was
cruddy and wouldn’t feed thru my
rack.  I am happy it was such a short
drop, because that sucked.  Carrying
the ropewalker to that point sucked
too. It’s heavy! (groan, complain,
whine).  I sorely need vertical caving
practice.

After the drop was quite a bit of
friendly chimneying, which is the art
of walking over a drop of whatever
depth by straddling the gap on
exposed rock shelves on either side,
and continuing thru twists and turns.
This passage is called the Gold Canyon
and it is clearly a water passage. It’s
neat to imagine water churning
through and creating that narrow
canyon.  The walls are scalloped from
the fast moving water that made, and
continues to make, this cave.

I like chimneying, and this was a
lovely chimney, though it was the
longest passage of chimney I’ve yet
done.  Every time I wanted a foot-
hold there was a neat one waiting for
me. I have no idea how far down the
gap below our legs goes, at least 20
feet I’d guess, well, it was dark down
there.  We went through two gypsum
areas that made the whole passage
look like we were caving through
snow. There were gypsum flowers and
big crystals.  Incredible!!!!

After the chimney was a friendly
crawl and then some time spent
maneuvering through breakdown
(formerly ceiling) and into our
destination, Helectite Heaven.

I cannot describe this place.  I
have never seen so many formations
in my life.  It was beautiful!  Rule is:
helmets off in this area.  The
formations are extremely delicate.
This place must be seen to be
believed.

We caved four hours to get to
the survey site and surveyed passage
for a couple of hours, then went four
hours back out to the trail down to

our trucks.
Fern cave showed me that even

though I paddled all late spring and
summer, I am in terrible shape for
caving.  I’ve got to do more caving,
ding dang it.

Stupidities on my part included
drinking quite a bit of beer the
evening prior to the trip, not eating
breakfast (had only a power bar in
the midst of the trip Friday), and only
taking one liter of water on the trip.
I got dehydrated, got a horrible thigh
cramp in a place where standing up
was not an option, and got nausea
from dehydration.  Fortunately, I
didn’t throw up.  I can get away with
not eating before paddling, hell I
don’t even like to eat lunch when
paddling, but I can’t do that on a
decent cave trip.  Kelly made me
laugh and feel less self-conscious and
guilty by telling me about other folks
doing such things as throwing up in
caves, and her dear husband Mike
twice doing the hike up to the
entrance only to say, “Well, I’m done
for today!” and waiting outside
instead of going in the cave.  I can’t
blame him though - the woods around
there are gorgeous and well worth a
visit even if you don’t go into the
cave.Turkey feathers were every-
where.  Steve Pitts said the woods
there are full of turkeys and deer.

Meanwhile, Kelly gave me a whole
20 oz bottle of gatorade to help me
with my dehydration and I sipped it
slowly, then failed to screw on the
cap tight and ended up with a cave
pack full of gatorade.  She laughed
and said I might have to drink my cave-
flavored gatorade... fortunately we
were past the pit and in the upper
formation room, not far from being
out.  Another result of this error is
that my gear, and car the gear spent
the rest of the weekend in, smells
like orange gatorade.  Oops!

Coming out, it was around 9 pm
CST. The short trippers were gone and
we realized that we needed to wait
for the long trip group so the folks
going back to the Cave-In would have
a ride.  I fell asleep in the truck and
three hours later or so, the long trip
group showed up.

I got back to TAG around 2:30 AM
CT.  Mike made us quesadillas, and I

Trip Report -- The Resurvey of Fern Cave (Helectite Heaven)
Judy Ranelli
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ate two of them, got a nice hot
shower, and then collapsed in my
tent.

This was my first trip to Fern, and
my first trip carrying an ascending
system in a cave.  All of the other
rope work I’ve done had been in
open-air pits.  I hated carrying
that heavy-ass ropewalker for a
bitty 30 ft drop.  But I had a plan...
that I had planned before coming
to the caving event... where there
were lots of gear vendors to demo
stuff...

Next day, I got up, felt better
than I thought I would, and went and
bought a Frog climbing system.

Just hauling around that
Ropewalker in a cave was enough to
tell me I was right in my intention to
buy a Frog.  (Frog is soooo much
lighter).  I had some of the
components already so it wasn’t alot
to spend to finally have my own
ascending system - yay!

So how about inviting me to do
some vertical stuff?  I need to tune
the Frog to my own specifications,
and get some short drops in it.

The Fern Cave Survey is on-going
and interested parties willing to

Helectite Heaven’s namesake. (Judy Ranelli)

volunteer should contact Kelly
Norwood.  This survey is very
physically demanding; be prepared to
spend long hours in the cave.  The
rewards are helping map a natural

wonder, service to the caving
community, and the blessing to be in
such an incredible underground
paradise.

1.  There are 10 or 12 Grotto t-shirts left, mostly size large, a few
size small for $15 each. Any member who hasn’t gotten one yet and
would like one, contact Leigh 956-6234 or caverleigh@hotmail.com. We
need to sell these. Also, have a number of Grotto patches for $5 each.
Contact Leigh.

2. Dues are due!!! Please mail your dues as soon as possible or
bring your payment to the next meeting. Your last newsletter will be
the December issue if you don’t pay your dues soon. Remember, after
the holidays we’ll be very busy with SERA preparations, so if you mail
your dues after that, it could be a while before someone adds you
back to the list! So do the staff a favor and pay them now. 

3. CALLING ALL MEMBERS! SERA 2005 is quickly approaching and we
will need many volunteers working in all areas to make this a pleasant
and profitable SERA. This is a fundraiser for the Grotto and the SERA
organization so please support our Grotto and help out.

Your Attention Is Requested...

Ready for a Pit! (Sharon Faulkner)

The Grotto
Halloween

Party
at Alabama

Caverns will be
November 6.
Dress up and
join us for a
frightening
good time.
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TAG 2004: Notes from the Cave-In
Sharon Faulkner

The 27th TAG Fall Cave-In didn’t
miss a traditional beat in its new
location atop Lookout Mountain,
Georgia. All came off well, with
great food, visits with friends (old
and new),  an ample supply  of
vendors  fo r  your  shopp ing
pleasure, and the always-explosive
Saturday night bonfire (thanks to
B i rmingham’s  in -house  pyro-
professional, Mr. Marty Dudrow).
The  monkey  and  pa lm t ree
perched on the bonfire was a nice
touch, unfortunately the monkey
didn’t survive, but it made for a
unique way to start
the fire.

Due  to  a
“malfunction”, our
grot to  camping
area  changed,
which  in  th i s
person’s  op in ion
worked  out
advantageously. We
had a  large area
with  more  leve l
camping,  and  a
w e l l - g r a v e l e d
access road. There
was plenty of flat
g round  for  our
grotto tarp, easy
entry  to  the  hot
tub/sauna area, a
large fire ring, and
jus t  a  few s teps
from our site to the
“ M a r g a r i t a v i l l e ”
site. I had to ask
myself, “What would Jimmy Buffet
do?”

Our Friday night grotto dinner
was a huge success with several
different entrées and tasty side
dishes. I do not know who cooked
or brought all of the items, but we
had sirloin roast, pork roast, roast
chicken, spicy beans, chocolate
pies, cakes, and much more. Our
fine dining experience continued
throughout  the  weekend wi th
gr i l led bacon-wrapped shr imp,
pork loin, pork chops, seasoned
ven i son,  seafood  chowder,
quesidillas, more sirloin roast, and
cookies baked fresh onsite. My
compliments to the crew of chefs!
Without a doubt, many fine bovine,

swine,  barnyard  fowl ,  and
saltwater crustaceans sacrificed
their lives to make TAG memorable
for us.

Congratu lat ions  to  T im
Hudson, who won his division in
the men’s vertical contest, and to
Larry Money and Scott Parvin who
both won door prizes! Larry had
his name drawn for a Cave-In door
prize (sorry, I cannot remember
what the prize was), and Scott had
his name drawn twice for the SCCi
charity raffle prizes, winning a
helmet and a rope.

The new hot tub/sauna area
is, without a doubt, one of the
outstanding highlights of the new
TAG location. Although many folks
from Birmingham grotto helped
with the development of the hot
tub site, in which I had worked as
it was developing, and also the
entire clearing/building process,
I was most impressed by how well
the hot tub area turned out. The
setting with its natural exposed
rock was already a beautiful area,
but  w i th  the  add i t iona l  rock
walkways, ferns, trickling water
feature, and strategically placed
lighting, it took on the perfect
mix of  caver  camarader ie  and
relaxing ambiance.

As with many new systems, a
few bugs had yet to be tested and
worked  out .  The  new shower
house offered a real shock for
everyone, but that was rectified
during the day on Saturday. The
ye l low jacket  popu lat ion  was
dramatically improved, I only saw
a few of the vicious little beasts
over the weekend, and I didn’t
hear of anyone getting stung. It
seems one person awoke Saturday
morning to a small snake in their
tent. Since both parties (human
and snake) exited the tent quickly

the l i t t le  cr i t ter
was never caught
or identified.

I  enjoyed
see ing  and
chatting with the
folks from around
TAG that I do not
see on a  regular
basis. It was also
great to sit around
the  g rot to
campfire and talk
wi th  my fe l low
grotto  members .
Why is it that we
always get the best
stories told when
fo lks  a re  s i t t ing
around  a  f i re ?
Anyway,  I  heard
some new ones and
laughed at  some
old ones that were
retold. The Cave-In

is always great fun and this year
was no exception. For me, the Fall
Cave-In is  the people, not the
location and I  was glad to see
everyone that attended. I did miss
Bubba and Lora Geyer and Lisa
Bencebi…hope to see you guys
there next year!

Chef Jason serves one of his many specialities.  (Sharon Faulkner)

NSS Board of Governors
Meeting hosted by the

Birmingham Grotto
November 6 at VC Tech in
Pelham begins at 9:00 am.
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Big Spring Nitre Works, Alabama
(continued from the October 2004 issue)

Marion O. Smith

The known white Big Spring
employees are listed below.  A number
were local citizens but many others
were long-time Bureau employees who
began their service in Georgia. Some
biographical data is known about half
and, if applicable, additional work
assignments are known for most of the
rest:

A. J. Ammons was a laborer at
Little River Cave March-April, Big
Spring Cave May 1864, and Blue
Mountain Cave July 1864. CSA Payrolls.

P. H. Anderson hauled with a
wagon and team at Big Spring Sept.-
Oct. 1862. Ibid.

Daniel Arrington (Jan. 10, 1833-
cDec. 1890), a Patrick County, Virginia,
native and Heard County, Georgia,
resident, married Permelia Jane Vowell
Oct. 3, 1854. He was a laborer at
Bartow Cave June 1862; Chattanooga
Potash Works June, Aug.-Nov., 1862,
and Jan.-Mar. 1863; blacksmith at
Nickajack Cave Apr., June-July 1863;
Camp near Kingston, Georgia, Oct.
1863; Big Spring Cave Nov. 1863-June
1864; and Blue Mountain Cave Nov. 1863
and July 1864. He was sent to Cedar
Mountain (Horse) Cave July 28, 1864.
John Riley Hopkins Papers, Georgia
Archives, Atlanta; Lynda S. Eller, Heard
County, Georgia: A History of Its People
(Huguly, Ala., 1980), 160; CSA Payrolls.

Harris A. Ashmore (b. c1826), a
Henry County, Georgia, native, was a
laborer at Camp near Kingston Oct.
1863, and at both Blue Mountain and
Big Spring Nov. 1863. J.R. Hopkins
Papers; CSA Payrolls.

George W. Bain (b. c1820), a South
Carolina-born Marshall County,
Alabama, farmer, hauled at Big Spring
with a team and wagon Sept.-Oct.
1862. 1860 Census, Ala., Marshall, W.
Div., Guntersville P.O., 11; CSA Payrolls.

Henry H. Barclift (April 1830-
fl1887), born in either Davidson or
Williamson County, Tennessee, went
to Blount County, Alabama, where in
1850 he married Susan Vaughan, and
became a Blountville farmer and
merchant. He was a laborer at Big
Spring Jan.-Oct. 1863, and Jan.-June
1864, and at Nixon's (French's
Saltpeter) Cave July 1864. In Dec. 1870
he married Clara Gillespie and later

moved to Birmingham. 1860 Census,
Ala., Blount, E. Div., Summit P.O., 11;
J.R. Hopkins Papers; John W. DuBose,
Jefferson County and Birmingham,
Alabama (Birmingham, 1887), 494; CSA
Payrolls.

Joseph Barnes was a private in
Captain James H. Young's Nitre Guard
Company Dec. 26, 1862, and was
present through June 1, 1864. He also
was a laborer at Sauta Cave Nov. 1862,
Cedar Mountain Dec. 1864-Jan. 1865;
miner at Blue Mountain Dec. 1863-Jan.
1864, and Little Warrior (Crump-Second
Caves) July 1864; and store mason at
Big Spring Mar.-Apr. 1864, but loaned
to Nixon's Cave part of that time. CSR,
Young's Nitre Guards, RG109, National
Archives, Joseph Barnes File; CSA
Payrolls; J.R. Hopkins Papers.

John L. Bartow (c1834-fl1870)
after the war lived at Fort Valley and
Cave Spring, Georgia. His Nitre Bureau
service included: foreman or
superintendent at Big Spring Dec.
1862-Mar. 1863; superintendent of
Trinity Cave Apr. 1-May 15, 1863;
assistant superintendent of District 14
(Georgia) May 1-10, July-Sept. 1863.
1870 Census, Ga., Floyd, Subdiv. 141,
Cave Spring P.O., 14; John L. Bartow
to Andrew Johnson, Apr. 15, 1869,
Andrew Johnson Papers, Library of
Congress; Citizens Papers (M346, Roll
46), John L. Bartow File.

Richard Beardon was a Big Spring
laborer Sept. 1862. CSA Payrolls.

James, Jasper, Jordan, and
Vincent Berry were Big Spring laborers
Oct. 1863. CSA Payrolls.

James P. Black was a Big Spring
laborer Sept.-Oct. 1862. CSA Payrolls.

Tom Black, a laborer at Cave Spring
Cave, Georgia, Oct. 1862, Fort Payne
Cave Nov. 1862-Jan. 1863, and Big Spring
Apr.-Sept. 1863, may be the same as
Thomas J. Black (b. c1847), a son of
William and Mary Black of Floyd
County, Georgia. After the war he was
a AMill Hand near Cave Spring, Georgia.
Ibid.; 1860 Census, Ga., Floyd, Etowah
Dist., 299; (1870), 141st Subdiv., 18.

James M. Blackwell (Dec. 6, 1831-
Apr. 22, 1878), a resident of Walker
County, Georgia, taught school and
was a merchant before the war.
Afterwards he was for ten years
manager of the store at Trion Factory,

and then again a merchant. During the
war he was Aacting Supt. of Cobb's
Potash Works, then briefly, in May 1864,
was foreman at Long Hollow Cave;
assistant superintendent at Big Spring
June 1864, and Blue Mountain July
1864. He was employed at Cedar
Mountain Cave July 28, 1864, through
Mar. 1865, and Blountville (Posey) Cave
April 1-26, 1865. James A. Sartain,
History of Walker County, Georgia
(Carrollton, Ga., 1972 [1932]), 409;
Walker County, Georgia, Cemeteries
Vol. I (LaFayette, Ga., 1987), 57; CSA
Payrolls; J.R. Hopkins Papers.

Noble Bouldin/Bolden/Boldon was
a Big Spring laborer Sept., Nov.-Dec.,
1862. CSA Payrolls.

Edward Box (b. c1827/33) was born
in St. Clair County, Alabama. He may
be the day laborer who lived near
Scottsboro, Alabama, before the war.
He was a laborer at Sauta Nov. 1862,
Jan.-Mar., May-July 1863; Big Spring
July-Nov. 1863, Jan.-May 1864; boiler
at Big Spring Dec. 1863, and Nixon's
July 1864; and unspecified worker at
Cedar Mountain Feb.-Mar. 1865. 1860
Census, Ala., Jackson, T4R6E,
Scottsboro P.O., 41; J.R. Hopkins
Papers; CSA Payrolls.

Stephen Brand (b. c1832, a
Logansville, Georgia, grocer, labored
at Chattanooga Potash Works Oct.
1862-Aug. 1863; Camp near Kingston
Oct. 1863; Fort Payne Oct. 1863-Jan.
1864; Blue Mountain Feb. 1864; Big
Spring Feb.-June 1864; and Little
Warrior July 1864. 1860 Census, Ga.,
Walton, N. Div., 958; CSA Payrolls.

Jordan Brandon (b. c1836), a
native Virginian, was a laborer at Sauta,
Nov. 1862 and Jan.-Mar. And June 1863;
Town Creek Potash Works Aug.-Oct.
1863; and Big Spring Nov.-Dec. 1863.
He was overseer at Big Spring Jan.
1864; and assistant superintendent or
foreman at Nixon's Cave Mar.-Apr.,
June-July 1864. Ibid.; J.R. Hopkins
Papers.

Christopher Columbus Brewer
(Feb. 11, 1832-Jan. 4, 1902), a Gwinnett
County, Georgia, farm laborer, labored
at Ringgold Cave June 1862; Ravenel
Cave June-Aug. 1862; Lookout Cave
Aug.-Sept. 1862; Nickajack Cave Oct.
1862-Jan. 1863; Pack (Hooker) Cave
Jan.-Aug. 1863; Big Spring Jan.-Mar.
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1864; and Blue Mountain Feb. 1864.
He also was cook at Big Spring Dec.
1863. In 1900 he lived at Norcross,
Georgia, and claimed he had joined
Company H, 2d Georgia Reserves in
A1863" and was discharged A1865 at
Andersonville, Ga. Alice S. McCabe,
ed., Gwinnett County, Georgia Deaths
1818-1989 (Lawrenceville, Ga., 1989);
1860 Census, Ga., Gwinnett, 406th

Dist., 740; CSA Payrolls; Georgia
Confederate Pension Applications.

P.O. Brewer was a boiler at Big
Spring Nov. 1863. CSA Payrolls.

James A. Brown labored at Big
Spring Sept.-Dec. (2 days) 1862. Ibid.

J. W. Camp labored at Big Spring
Sept. 1862. Ibid.

Thomas W. Campbell (c1827-
fl1870), a Tennessee-born Jackson
County farmer, sold ashes to Sauta
Cave Nov. 1862. He hauled at Sauta
Aug. 1863; labored at Town Creek
Potash Works Sept.-Oct. 1863; Big
Spring Nov. 1863, Jan 1864; and Nixon's
Mar.-June 1864. Also, he was a boiler
at Nixon's July 1864. 1860 Census, Ala.,
Jackson, T4R5E, Scottsboro P.O., 54;
(1870), 3rd Subdiv., Scottsboro P.O., 30;
CSA Payrolls.

James Carver was a laborer at
Sauta Mar., May-July 1863; Town Creek
Potash Works, Aug., Oct. 1863; and Big
Spring Nov. 1863. Ibid.

Thomas L. Chambers labored at

Big Spring Sept.-Nov. 1862. Ibid.
John W. Coburn was a laborer at

Big Spring July-Aug. 1863, and Town
Creek Potash Works Oct. 1863. Ibid.

James Coleman worked at Cave
Spring Oct. 1862; Fort Payne Nov. 1862-
Jan. 1863; Big Spring Apr.-Aug. 1863;
Town Creek Potash Works Aug. 1863;
and Little River (Daniel) Cave Dec. 1863.
Ibid.

J. Marion Collins (b. c1842), a
Gwinnett County, Georgia, native,
labored at Big Spring Nov. 1862-Nov.
1863, Jan 1864; and Nixon's Mar. 1864.
Ibid.; J. R. Hopkins Papers.

Monroe Compton (May 15, 1823-
Aug. 22, 1910), born in Orange County,
North Carolins, and a resident of
Morgan County, Alabama, was a laborer
at Eureka Cave Jan. 1863; Gunters
Mountain Potash Works near Sauta Cave
Mar., May 1863; Town Creek Potash
Works Oct. 1863; and Big Spring Nov.
1863. He was also overseer at Big Spring
Dec. 1863-Jan. 1864. Marilyn S.S. Marine
and Ivydene S. Walls, Morgan County,
Alabama Cemeteries (2 vols., Hartselle,
Ala., 1982-84), 1: 320; J. R. Hopkins
Papers; CSA Payrolls.

Green G. Cooley (c1844-fl1880) of
Heard County, Georgia, labored at
Cherokee Potash Works Aug.-Oct., Dec.
1862; Nickajack Jan.-Apr., June-July
1863; Camp near Kingston Oct. 1863;
Blue Mountain Dec. 1863, Feb. 1864;

Big Spring Jan.-June 1864; and Little
Warrior July 1864. Sometime after 1880
he and his wife Salina moved to
Alabama. Eller, Heard County History,
176; CSA Payrolls.

M.F. Corbin/Corben worked at Big
Spring Sept.-Oct. 1862. Ibid.

Benjamin F. Cowley (b. c1836), a
Jackson County, Alabama, native and
farmer, was a son of Henry and
Elizabeth Cowley. He was overseer at
Sauta Jan.-Mar., May-Aug. 1863; Town
Creek Potash Work Aug.-Nov. 1863; and
Big Spring Nov.-Dec. 1863. Later he was
foreman at Big Spring Jan. 1864;
superintendent at Little River Jan.-May
1864; and foreman June-July 1864 at
Blue Mountain. 1860 Census, Ala.,
Jackson, 3rd Dist., Paint Rock P.O., 49;
Ann B. Cambless to Marion O. Smith,
Apr. 5, 1986; J.R. Hopkins Papers; CSA
Payrolls.

David M. Cowley (Sept. 20, 1833-
May 23, 1899), also a Jackson County
native and farmer, was a brother to
Benjamin F. Cowley and brother-in-law
of James P. McLemore. It is likely that
either he or his brother was one of
the saltpeter contractors, Cowley and
McLemore, who delivered 457.5 pounds
to Larkinsville Nov. 21, 1862. David M.
served at Sauta as foreman of hoppers
Jan.-Mar, May-June 1863; Town Creek
as the same Aug. 1863, laborer Sept.
1863, and commissary Oct. 1863; and
Big Spring Nov. 1863, Jan. 1864 as
commissary and Dec. 1863 as cave
foreman. At his death he was one of
Jackson County's commissioners. Gross
Cemetery; 1860 Census, Ala., Jackson,
3rd Dist., Paint Rock P.O., 48; Citizens
Papers (M346, Roll 202), Cowley and
McLemore File; J.R. Hopkins Papers;
Nashville American, May 25, 1899; CSA
Payrolls.

James H. Cowley (Nov. 30, 1843-Mar.
18, 1879), born in Lincoln County,
Tennessee, was a son of Mary Cowley
of Jackson County, Alabama. During the
war he was a laborer at Sauta Jan.-
Mar., May-July, 1863; Town Creek
Potash Works Aug.-Oct. 1863; Big Spring
Nov.-Dec. 1863; and Nixon's Mar.-May
1864. His wife (July 11, 1849-July 13,
1919) was Susan M. Gross Cemetery;
1860 Census, Ala., Jackson, 3rd Dist.,
Paint Rock P.O., 49; J.R. Hopkins
Papers; CSA Payrolls.

R.A. Cox (b. c1846), a native of
Walton County, Georgia, labored at Big
Spring Nov.-Dec. 1863, Feb.-Apr. 1864;
Blue Mountain Nov. 1863, Feb., June
1864; and Long Hollow May 1864. HisLeigh, Shane, and Jeannie all dressed up for TAG 2004.



Birmingham Grotto Newsletter

272 November 2004, Vol 34, No 11

name with the date March 22, 1864,
is on the wall of the Sheep section of
Guntersville (Big Spring) Caverns. J.R.
Hopkins Papers; CSA Payrolls.

James Daniel (Nov. 24, 1832-June
6, 1919) was a native and resident of
Troup County, Georgia. His Nitre
Bureau stations were: teamster at
Bartow Cave July 1862; Nickajack
Oct.-Nov. 1862, July 1863, and Battle
Creek (Monteagle Saltpeter) Cave
Dec. 1862-Feb., May-June 1863, as well
as laborer Feb., June 1863; Camp near
Kingston Oct. 1863; laborer at Big
Spring Feb.-Mar. 1864. In 1914 he lived
in LaGrange, Georgia. Dorothy
McClendon, Lillie Lambert, and Danny
Knight, comps., Family, Church, and
Community Cemeteries of Troup
County, Georgia (LaGrange, Ga., 1990),
34; J.R. Hopkins Papers; Georgia
Confederate Pension Applications, N.S.
Reid File; CSA Payrolls.

Jesse F. Davis (b. c1845), a Monroe
County, Georgia, native, was a laborer
at Chattanooga Potash Works Aug.
1863; Camp near Kingston Oct. 1863;
boiler, Nov. 1863, and laborer Jan.-May
1864 at Big Spring; and laborer at Blue
Mountain Feb. 1864. Ibid.; J.R. Hopkins
Papers.

James F. Denham (c1831-fl1870),
a Marshall County, Alabama, resident,
was a laborer at Big Spring Sept.-Oct.
1863, Apr.-June 1864; Nixon's July 1864;
and Cedar Mountain Jan.-Mar 1865.
He was borne on the Blountsville Cave
roll April 1-5, 1865, but probably
actually was at Cedar Mountain. He
was ordered to Blountsville on April
5.  1870 Census, Ala., Marshall, Subdiv.
45, Guntersville P.O., 44; J.R. Hopkins
Papers; CSA Payrolls.

William H. Dickson was a Big Spring
laborer Sept.-Dec. (2 days) 1862. Ibid.

Moses B. Dobbins (b. c1844), a farm
laborer from Henry County, Georgia,
worked at Chattanooga Potash Works
Jan.-Mar., May-Aug. 1863; Camp near
Kingston Oct. 1863; Fort Payne Oct.
1863-Jan. 1864; Blue Mountain Feb.
1864; Big Spring Feb.-June 1864; and
Little Warrior July 1864. After the war
he returned to Henry County,
resumed farming, and started a family.
He apparently died by 1880. 1860
Census, Ga., Henry, Mt. Carmel P.O.,
42; (1870), 489 Mil. Dist., 17; (1880),
498th G.M. Dist., 34; J.R. Hopkins
Papers; CSA Payrolls.

Robert Duncan (b. c1835), a farm
laborer from Gwinnett County,
Georgia, was a laborer at Ringgold

Cave May-June 1862; Ravenel Cave
June-Aug. 1862; Lookout Cave Aug.-
Sept. 1862; Camp near Kingston Oct.
1863; Fort Payne Dec. 1863-Jan. 1864;
Big Spring Feb.-June 1864; Blue
Mountain Feb., June 27-July 1864; and
Cedar Mountain July 28, Sept., Dec.
1864, Feb. 1865. 1860 Census, Ga.,
Gwinnett, 406th Dist., 178; J.R. Hopkins
Papers; CSA Payrolls.

D.R. Dunham (b. c1830/33), a
Tennessee-born Jackson County,
Alabama, farmer, was a kettle hand at
Big Spring Nov.-Dec. (2 days) 1863, and
then deserted. 1860 Census, Ala., 3rd

Dist., Paint Rock P.O., 45; J.R. Hopkins
Papers; CSA Payrolls.

John Dunham (b. c1818/25), also
a Tennessee-born Jackson County
farmer, was at Sauta as foreman of
laborers Nov. 1862, overseer Dec. 1862;
laborer Feb. 1863, and overseer and
laborer Mar.-May, Aug. 1863; Town
Creek Potash Works as laborer Oct.
1863; and Big Spring Nov.-Dec. (2 days)
1863, and then deserted. 1860 Census,
Ala., Jackson, 3rd Dist., Paint Rock P.O.,
45; J.R. Hopkins Papers; CSA Payrolls.

William O. Dunham (b. c1836/37)
was born in Jackson County but lived
in Marshall County.  On Aug. 15, 1861,
he married Polly Ann Clark. He was a
laborer at Sauta Nov. 1862, Jan., Mar.,
May-Aug. 1863; Town Creek Potash
Works Oct. 1863; and Big Spring Nov.-
Dec. (2 days) 1863, and then deserted.
1860 Census, Ala., Marshall, R6R4E,
Zachary P.O., 42; Mazie C. Brooks,
Marriage Records of Marshall County,
Alabama 1849-1869 (Wyandotte, Okla.,
n.d.), 19; J. R. Hopkins Papers; CSA
Payrolls.

John A. Dunlap was a worker at
Bartow July, Sept. 1862; Nickajack
Oct. 1862-Feb., Apr., June-July 1863;
Camp near Kingston Oct. 1863; Little
River Nov. 1863-Feb. 1864; Blue
Mountain Feb. 1864; Big Spring Feb.-
June 1864; and Nixon's July 1864. Ibid.

William Dunn (b. c1833), a Marshall
County native, labored at Sauta Nov.
1862, Jan.-Aug. 1863; Town Creek
Potash Works Oct. 1863; and Big Spring
Nov.-Dec. 1863. Ibid.; J.R. Hopkins
Papers.

John Edmondson (fl1910) held the
following jobs: laborer, May-June 1862
at Parten Cave; Ravenel Cave June
1862; Cave Spring Cave June 1862;
carpenter at Big Spring Sept. 1862, and
laborer Oct.-Nov. 1862; carpenter at
Sauta Nov. 1862-Mar., May-June 1863;
and Camp near Kingston Sept. 1863;

assistant superintendent at Blue
Mountain Nov.-Dec. 1863, and
carpenter Jan., Mar.-Apr., June 1864;
carpenter at Long Hollow Apr.-May
1864; and at Nixon's July 1864. In 1910
he lived in Forsyth County, Georgia,
and stated he surrendered at
LaGrange, Georgia. CSA Payrolls;
Georgia Confederate Pension
Applications, J.J. Garrett File.

Wesley Fannin (b. c1826), born in
Putnam County, Georgia, was a laborer
at Chattanooga Potash Works Aug.
1863; Camp near Kingston Oct. 1863;
Blue Mountain Nov. 1863, Feb. 1864;
and Big Spring Nov. 1863, Jan., Mar.-
June 1864. CSA Payrolls; J.R. Hopkins
Papers.

Andrew J. Floyd (Dec. 27, 1823/
33-Aug. 4, 1898), a Spartanburg, South
Carolina, native, was a Gordon County,
Georgia, blacksmith who married
Angeline Pearson Feb. 19, 1858. During
the war he was a laborer at Parten
Cave June (8 days) 1862; Cave Spring
June, Oct. 1862; and Big Spring Oct.-
Nov. 1862; boiler, Nov.-Dec. 1862, and
foreman of kettles, Jan.-Mar., May-
June 1863, at Sauta; boiler at Fort
Payne Oct. 1863-Jan. 1864; laborer at
Blue Mountain Feb. 1864; and boiler
at Cedar Mountain Feb.-Apr. 1864. In
fall 1864 he enlisted in Company D,
Johnson's Regiment Georgia Cavalry,
and surrendered May 12, 1865, at
Kingston, Georgia. He returned home
and farmed. By the end of his life he
had moved to Lyerly, Chattooga
County, Georgia. Georgia Confederate
Pension Applications, A.J. Floyd File;
1860 Census, Ga., Gordon, Spring
Town, 1; (1870), Calhoun P.O., 219; CSA
Payrolls.

Matthew Floyd (c1843-fl1881) was
also a Gordon County resident and
brother of Andrew J. And Miles L.
Floyd. He was a laborer at Parten June
1862; Cave Spring June, Oct. 1862; Big
Spring Oct.-Nov. 1862; and Sauta Jan.
1863. Also at Sauta he was a boiler Dec.
1862, Feb.-Mar., May-June 1863. 1850
Census, Ga., Gordon, 12th Div., 45; CSA
Payrolls; Elizabeth E. Kilbourne, Gordon
County, Georgia, Newspaper Clippings
(4 vols., Savannah, Ga., 1997-98), 2:
261.

Miles L. Floyd (c1838-fl1910) was
born in South Carolina and moved with
his parents to Gordon County about
1843. He was a laborer at Parten June
1862; Cave Spring June 1862; Big Spring
Nov. 1862; and Sauta Nov. 1862, Jan.
1863; boiler at Sauta Feb.-Mar., May-
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June 1863; boiler Oct. 1863, and
laborer Nov. 1863-Jan. 1864 at Fort
Payne; boiler at Blue Mountain Feb.
1864 and laborer at Cedar Mountain
Feb.-Mar. 1864. In Oct. 1864 he enlisted
at Sonoraville, Georgia, in Company A,
Baker's Regiment, and surrendered at
Kingston, May 12, 1865. He returned
home and farmed near Plainsville,
where he eventually acquired 106
acres. 1850 Census, Ga., Floyd, 12th Div.,
45; (1870), Calhoun P.O., 204; (1880),
Plainsville 1055 M. Dist., 30; J.R.
Hopkins Papers; Georgia Confederate
Pension Applications, M.L. Floyd File;
CSA Payrolls; Citizens Papers (M346, Roll
312), M.L. Floyd File.

Hiram Forbus/Fortas was a Big
Spring worker May 1864. CSA Payrolls

Zachariah Forbus (c1821-fl1899),
an Elbert County, Georgia, native, was
a laborer at Camp near Kingston Oct.
1863; Big Spring Nov. 1863, Jan.-May
1864; Blue Mountain Nov. 1863, Feb.,
June-July 1864; and Cedar Mountain
July 28, Sept. 1864, Jan.-Mar. 1865. J.R.
Hopkins Papers; Georgia Confederate
Pension Applications, L.D. Paschal File;
CSA Payrolls.

C. W. Frazier (b. c1828), originally
from Pickens District, South Carolina,
was a laborer at Big Spring Sept. 1862-
Nov. 1863 and boiler Dec. 1863-Jan.
1864; boiler at Nixon's Mar.-June 1864;
laborer at Little Warrior July 1864;
Cedar Mountain Sept. 1864; and
Blountsville Apr. 1-26, 1865. J.R.
Hopkins Papers; CSA Payrolls.

William R. Frazier/Frasier worked
at Big Spring Sept.-Dec. (2 days) 1862.
Ibid.

Jeremiah L. French (b. c1828), an
Alabama-born farmer, along with his
brother, Henry T., was the owner of
Sauta Cave. He sold ashes to Sauta and
worked there as follows: wagon and
team and foreman of laborers Nov. 1862;
wagon and team Dec. 1862; foreman
hoppers plus wagon and team Feb.
1863; and foreman hoppers Jan., Mar.,
May, July-Aug. 1863. In July 1863 he
was also overseer of hands at Big
Spring. 1860 Census, Ala., Jackson, 3rd

Dist., Paint Rock P.O., 44; Marion O.
Smith, AThe Sauta Cave Confederate
Nitre Works, Civil War History, 29 (Dec.
1983), 297, 312; CSA Payrolls.

John J. Garrett (Aug. 30, 1833-
Jan. 24, 1918), a native of Greenville,
South Carolina, and Georgia resident
since 1855, worked at Parten May-June
1862; Ravenel June 1862; Cave Spring
June 1862; and Big Spring Sept.-Oct.,

Dec. 1862-Nov. 1863, Jan.-Feb. 1864.
He was then cave foreman at Big
Spring Mar.-June 1864. He claimed to
have surrendered at Kingston,
Georgia, May 1865. In 1910 he lived at
Alpharetta, Milton County, Georgia. He
is presumed the same man who is
buried in Bethelsen Cemetery, Forsyth
County, Georgia. Donna Parrish,
Bonnye T. Leary, and Garland C. Bagley,
Cemeteries of Forsyth County, Georgia
(Cumming, Ga., 1981); J.R. Hopkins
Papers; Georgia Confederate Pension
Applications, J.J. Garrett File; CSA
Payrolls.

John and Thomas A. Gilbreath
were waggoning with teams at Big
Spring Sept. 1862. Ibid.

J. Bayliss Goddard (b. c1837) was
a Georgian. He labored at Ringgold
May 1862; Ravenel Cave and
Chattanooga Potash Works June 1862;
Cave Spring June, Oct. 1862; Sauta
Nov.-Dec. 1862; and Big Spring Dec.
1862-Nov. 1863. He was a boiler at Big
Spring Dec. 1863-June 1864 and also
at Blue Mountain Feb. 1864. Ibid.; J.R.
Hopkins Papers.

Robert Goddard (May 8, 1844-Apr.
21, 1911), DeKalb County, Georgia,
resident, was a laborer at Ringgold May
1862; Ravenel June 1862; Chattanooga
Potash Works June 1862; Cave Spring
June, Oct. 1862; Sauta Nov.-Dec. 1862;
Big Spring Dec. 1862-Nov. 1863; and
Little Warrior July 1864. He was boiler
at Big Spring Dec. 1863-June 1864. At
some point he enlisted in Company H,
2nd Georgia Cavalry, and about Nov.
1864 transferred to Company A, Major
Garrett's Battalion. He surrendered at
Kingston, Georgia, returned home and
became a farmer, marrying Josephine
J. Tweedell Jan. 16, 1868. Georgia
Confederate Pension Applications,
Robert Goddard File; J.R. Hopkins
Papers; CSA Payrolls.

William Goodwin worked at Big
Spring Oct. 1862. Ibid.

Isaac Gautney (b. c1837), a
Marshall County, Alabama, farmer, was
a shoemaker at Town Creek Potash
Works Oct. 1863, and Big Spring Cave
Nov. 1863-Jan. 1864. Ibid.; 1860 Census,
Ala., Marshall, E. Div., Guntersville P.O.,
91.

J. O. Green labored at Big Spring
Jan. 1864. CSA Payrolls.

Charles L. Guffey worked at Big
Spring July-Aug. 1863. Ibid.

E. B. Guffey was a laborer at Sauta
Jan.-Mar., May, July 1863; Big Spring
July 1863; and Town Creek Potash

Works Aug. 1863. Ibid.
John L. Guffey (b. c1840), a

Jackson County, Alabama, farmer, was
a laborer at Sauta Dec. 1862-Mar., May,
July 1863; and Big Spring July-Aug.
1863. Ibid.; 1860 Census, Ala., Jackson,
3rd Dist., Paint Rock P.O., 45.

Nathan E. Hardin/Harding was a
Big Spring laborer Sept.-Nov. 1862. CSA
Payrolls.

N. Harrell supplied a wagon and
team to Big Spring Dec. 1862. Ibid.

O. Harris was a laborer at Parten
May-June 1862; Ravenel June 1862;
and Cave Spring June 1862. He was
foreman at Cave Spring Oct. 1862; and
foreman of Kettles Oct.-Nov. 1862, and
assistant foreman Dec. 1862 at Big
Spring. Ibid.

W. B. Harris was a laborer at
Parten May-June 1862; Ravenel June
1862; and Cave Spring June, Oct. 1862.
In Nov. 1862 he hauled Abetween the
different caves and Hd Qrs. and Dec.
1862 he hauled with a wagon and team
at Big Spring Cave. Ibid.; Citizens
Papers (M346, Roll 413), W. B. Harris
File.

Charles W. Hazlewood (b. c1840),
born in Jackson County, Alabama, was
a laborer at Sauta May-Aug. 1863; Town
Creek Potash Works Aug.-Oct. 1863;
and Big Spring Nov. 1863-Jan. 1864. He
was a carpenter Mar.-June 1864, and
mechanic July 1864 at Nixon's Cave. J.
R. Hopkins Papers; CSA Payrolls.

William H. Herrin (c1830-fl1900), a
Georgia native, Marshall County,
Alabama, farmer and justice of the
peace, lived in the New Hope area
north of the Tennessee River. His name
is next to ACave Discovery 1860" in
Ledbetter Cave, Marshall County. He
was a saltpeter contractor and Nov.
1, 1862, and Jan. 22, 1863, delivred
201.75 and 307 pounds. He was a boiler
at Long Hollow May 1864; and a laborer
at Big Spring June 1864; Blue Mountain
July 1864; and Cedar Mountain (Horse
Cave) July 28, Sept., Dec. 1864-Mar.
1865. His name is also in Horse Cave,
Blount County, Alabama. After the war
he moved south of the Tennessee
River to the western part of Marshall
County, and 1886-88 served in the
legislature. 1860 Census, Ala., Marshall,
T6R2E, New Hope P.O., 13; 1870, 1880,
1900 Censuses; Brooks, Marriage
Records of Marshall County 1849-1869,
44; Katherine M. Duncan and Larry J.
Smith, The History of Marshall County,
Alabama (Albertville, Ala., 1969), 28; Diaries
of Marion O. Smith; CSA Payrolls.
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Thomas Hodge was a carpenter at
Town Creek Potash Works, Aug., Oct.
1863, and Big Spring Nov. 1863. Ibid.

John Riley Hopkins (Nov. 5, 1835-July
14, 1909) was a Gwinnett County, Georgia,
farmer. He was for three years assigned
to the Nitre Bureau and saved many of
his notes, letters, and miscellaneous
papers from that time, which have been
microfilmed and are available at the
Georgia Archives. He was a laborer at
Anderson and Ringgold Caves May-June
1862; Ravenel June-Aug. 1862; Lookout
Aug.-Sept. 1862; a carpenter at Nickajack
Nov. 1862-Apr., June-July 1863; Camp near
Kingston Oct. 1863; Big Spring Nov. 1863-
Apr. 1864; superintendent at Long Hollow
May 1864; carpenter at Blue Mountain
Nov. 1863, June-July 1864; assistant
superintendent at Cedar Mountain July
28, Sept., Dec. 1864-Mar. 1865; and
superintendent at Blountsville April (until
the 26th) 1865. After the war he lived near
Norcross, Georgia, where Ahe maintained
his blacksmith and woodwork shops, mills
and cotton gin. 1860 Census, Ga.,
Gwinnett, 406th Dist., 177; Alice S. McCabe,
ed., Gwinnett County, Georgia Families
1818-1968 (Atlanta, 1980), 241-42; James
C. Flanigan, History of Gwinnett County,
Georgia, 1818-1960 (2 vols., Hapeville, Ga.,
1959), 492; J. R. Hopkins Papers; CSA
Payrolls. Hopkins left his name in Lookout,
Nickajack, and Horse Caves.

E. Howle was a Big Spring laborer

July-Sept. 1863. CSA Payrolls.
S. H. Hunt worked at Sauta Nov. 1862-

Jan., May-Aug. 1863; Town Creek Potash
Works Sept.-Oct. 1863; and Big Spring Nov.
1863. Ibid.

Thomas R. Hutcheson/Hutcherson/
Hutchens (b. c1829), a Henry County,
Georgia, native, was a laborer at Bartow
Cave July 1862; Chattanooga Potash Works
Sept., Nov. 1862, Jan.-Aug. 1863; Pack Cave
Aug. (3 days) 1863; Camp near Kingston
Oct. 1863; Blue Mountain Nov. 1863, Feb.
1864; and Big Spring Nov. 1863, Jan.-Mar.
1864, where Apr.-June 1864 he was a boiler.
Ibid.; J. R. Hopkins Papers.

James E. Jackson (Jan. 15, 1844-Jan.
2, 1916), a Fayette County, Georgia, native,
was a laborer at Chattanooga Potash Works
July-Aug. 1863; Camp near Kingston Oct.
1863; Big Spring Jan.-Mar. 1864; and Blue
Mountain Feb. 1864. At Big Spring he was
also boiler Nov. 1863, and foreman of
hoppers Apr.-May 1864. Joel D. Wells,
Donald R. Schultz, All Known Cemeteries
in Fayette County, Georgia (n.p., 1980), 142;
CSA Payrolls.

John O. James worked for the Nitre
Bureau as follows: Parten, as laborer, May,
and carpenter (2 days), June 1862; Cave
Spring as carpenter and wagon master
June 1862; and as carpenter at Ravenel
June 1862; Big Spring Sept.-Nov. 1862, Dec.
1863, May 1864; Sauta Nov. 1862-July 1863;
Town Creek Potash Works Aug. 1863; Blue
Mountain Jan., Mar.-Apr., June-July 1864.

Ibid.; Citizens Papers (M346, Roll 499), J.
O. James File.

Newton G. Johnston/Johnson (b.
c1832), a native South Carolina Morgan
County, Alabama, farm laborer, was a
laborer at Eureka Cave Nov. 1862, Jan.
1863; Gunters Mountain Potash Works,
Mar., May, July 1863; Town Creek Potash
Works Oct. 1863; and Big Spring Nov.-Dec.
(3 2 days) 1863, and then deserted. 1860
Census, Ala., Morgan, E. Div., 46; J. R.
Hopkins Papers; CSA Payrolls.

P. C. Johnston/Johnson was a
laborer at Bartow June 1862;
Chattanooga Potash Works Sept. 1862,
Mar., May-July 1863; Blue Mountain Feb.
1864; Big Spring Feb., May-June 1864; and
Little Warrior July 1864. At Big Spring he
was also carpenter Mar.-Apr. 1864. Ibid.

Henry D. Jones had these
assignments: laborer at Nickajack June-
July 1863; Camp near Kingston Oct. 1863;
Blue Mountain Dec. 1863, Feb., June 1864;
Big Spring Jan., May 1864; Cedar Mountain
Mar.-Apr. 1864, Feb. 1865; Long Hollow
May 1864; and Little Warrior July 1864. At
Blue Mountain he was also a wagoner
Mar. 1864. Ibid.

BIRMINGHAM GROTTO MEETING MINUTES
September 30, 2004

 Steve Sills opened the meeting and a
Motion was accepted to approve the
October Minutes as written.

VISITORS:  None.

ELECTIONS:
Steve Sills was re-elected as

President, Sharon Faulkner was re-
elected, as Vice President, Gary Barnes,
who was absent, was re-elected as
Treasurer and Jeannie Cates was re-
elected as Secretary.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Jeannie Cates reported $2,053.32

in the checking account, $3,969.87 in
CD’s and savings, $135.00 collected in
BOG funds and there is under $550.00
left to collect from the Guntersville
Getaway auction.

Leigh Dudrow assisted as fill in
Treasurer in Gary Barnes’ absence and
collected the annual membership dues.

ANNOUCEMENTS:
TAG is next weekend.

There will be no monthly grotto trip
for October.

Sharon Faulkner will set a date in
November for another vertical training day
at Palisades Park.

Julie Fee has stepped down from the
Editor position of the Birmingham Grotto
Newsletter and Scott Parvin will be assuming
the position.

October 28th is the next SERA meeting
at the Fee’s house at 7:00 p.m.

October 21st will be the grotto’s
Halloween Sloss Fright Furnace tour.
Joel McGuire will announce the time to
meet.

Gary Barnes is hosting the BOG Howdy
Party, Friday November 5th at his home at
7:00 p.m.  Saturday will be the meeting at
Virginia College in Pelham at 9:00 a.m. and
Saturday night, November 6th will be the
annual Grotto’s costume party and cook
out at Alabama Caverns.  Jason Wall will be
cooking.  The party begins at 5:00 p.m.
Bring donations and a side dish for the
table.

Jimmy Sims presented a postcard from
his brother, Bob Sims, from a 1913 nightclub

in New Orleans, Louisiana, that was made
to look like a cave.

OLD BUSINESS:
Joel McGuire needs help for the Boy

Scouts trip planned the weekend after TAG.
Julie Fee and Myrna Attaway have offered
to help, but Joel needs some more volunteers.

NEW BUSINESS:
Sharon Faulkner encouraged

everyone to consider joining the NSS if
they are currently not members.

TRIP REPORTS:
Don Harter went to Camps Gulf cave

in Tennessee and took the commercial
tour of Cumberland Caverns.

PROGRAM:
Dave Howell showed slides from the

Romanian trip.
 
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Jeannie Cates, Secretary

Listing of Workers will continue in
the December Birmingham Grotto

Newsletter.
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Fellows of the National Speleological Society
Sharon Faulkner

The issue of NSS Fellows was
recently addressed on the National
Speleological Society (NSS) Discussion
Board. Overall, it was not an immediate
attention getter, but as more
information was posted, I became
more interested in the subject. One
post included the percentages of how
many members from each NSS grotto
were, in fact, Fellows. Why would this
information concern our grotto? Well,
I’m glad you asked. I was surprised to
see that Birmingham Grotto was the
next to lowest grotto in Fellow
percentages (2.44 %). Out of our 82
primary affiliated grotto members, only
two are NSS Fellows. Why? It’s certainly
not due to lack of qualified candidates,
we have literally dozens of grotto
members who meet NSS Fellow
requirements. As it turns out, I was
not the only one wondering why their
grotto was low in the number of
Fellows compared to their number of
primary affiliated grotto members. By
waiting patiently, the answer was
revealed. The reason we do not have
more NSS Fellows amongst our grotto
number is actually rather simple, no
one from our grotto is nominating our
grotto members. The complete list of
all NSS grottos’ Fellow percentages is
far too long to print here, but if
anyone wants to see the full version,
I’ll be happy to send it to you. I did
include the number of Fellows and
number of Primary Members for TAG
grottos just to give everyone a better
grasp of the situation.

Grotto:        # of Fellows            # of Primary members*
Huntsville Grotto 24 FE 163
Dogwood City Grotto 21 FE 218
Nashville Grotto 13 FE 96
Chattanooga Grotto 10 FE 82
Spencer Mountain Grotto 3 FE 24
Birmingham Alabama Grotto 2 FE 82
Smoky Mountain Grotto 2 FE 25
Pigeon Mountain Grotto 2 FE 32
Upper Cumberland Grotto 1 FE 19
Athens Speleological Society 1 FE 22
Middle Georgia Grotto 1 FE 13
East Tennessee Grotto 1 FE 37

*A Fellow is attributed to the grotto the person has listed as their
Primary Grotto Affiliation.

What is an NSS Fellow? The
formal answer to that is: NSS Fellow
recipients are NSS members who have
exemplified by their actions their
dedication to the goals of the Society,
or to the Society itself. Recipients
must have been members in good
standing of the Society for at least
two years immediately prior to their
names being submitted as candidates.
Candidates must have been NSS
members for the two years prior to
their nomination, and recipients
remain Fellows as long as they are
members of the NSS.

Up to 10% of the Society
Membership can be Fellows, but the
NSS is seriously below that amount.
Prior to the 2004 Convention there
were 717 Fellows among our 12,315
members. That equates to 5.8% of the

eligible membership. Why? Nominations
are not being submitted.

How do you nominate someone
for a Fellow award? To nominate
someone you write a letter of
nomination. Have a few friends, fellow
grotto members, or other cavers who
know the nominee write their own
letters, each of you highlighting
different aspects of the nominee’s
qualities or efforts in the cave
community. Most Fellows are awarded
with a nomination letter and two or
three supporting letters. Include the
nominee’s name, NSS number, and
primary grotto affiliation. List the
nominee’s accomplishments in the
areas of:

1. Benefit of caves -
conservation, survey, management,
landowner relations, science, etc.

2. Benefit of the Society –
grotto/regional/national/committee
offices, and the years of service.
Example: Grotto Chair, 1999-2001,
Grotto newsletter editor 1999-2001.

3. Outstanding service or broad
service to caving or the caving
community as a whole.

4. Sign your letter and send it
to the Fellow of the Society Sub-
chairman, Mike Hood, before the
nominations close. If a person is
nominated and does not make it one
year, try again the following year.

Send nominations to
mhood@caves.org or Mike Hood, 4668
Airway Rd, Riverside, OH 45431-1368,
by November 15 of the year
proceeding that in which the
Fellowships will be awarded.

What happens to the
nominations after they are sent in?
The nomination list is sent to the
Awards Committee and the Board of
Governors (BOG), who will submit
comments on the candidates. After
the comment period, copies of the
nominations and comments are sent
to the Awards Committee, who will
evaluate the candidates using a
numerical scale of one to ten. The
candidates are ranked according to
the candidates’ average score. Those
above the natural break point are then
placed on the list of eligible
candidates. The complete list of
candidates, with the Awards
committee’s recommendations, are
then distributed to the Board at least
30 days prior to the spring BOG
meeting. During the spring meeting,
the Board will select the recipients
of the Fellow Award in closed session.

Sources:
NSS Website

(http://www.caves.org/)
NSS Discussion Board

(http://www.caves.org/soapbox/)

The B.O.G. Howdy Party
will be held  at the

home of Gary Barnes
on November 5 -

don’t miss it!
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*** It is tempting to write of
HALLOWEEN as it is only a week away at
the time these words are written, but by
the time you read this the event will have
passed. What does Halloween have to do
with caving, anyway? Nothing, directly…
except that it was originally a pagan
celebration (or Druidic, according to the
early Christian church, who referred to
the event as All Hallows Eve, or Hallowe’en
for short) called Samhain, honoring the
Aryan Lord of Death Samana, the Grim
Reaper; and the pagans were known to
conduct religious rites in caves. Pretty
tenuous, yes? Good thing I’m not going to
write about this. No, instead I think I shall
write about the upcoming holiday,
THANKSGIVING. Instituted by the Pilgrims
to give thanks to God for their survival in
the wilderness of the New World, this
American feast day is usually celebrated
the 4th Thursday of November. What does
this have to do with caving? Well, nothing,
really… except that we all should keep in
mind that overindulgence on Turkey Day
can result in increased difficulty in tight
crawlways. (This has been a public service
announcement from your Grotto.)

*** Our stalwart TOM CHAMPION, on
the waiting list for a heart transplant, has
had some related health problems lately,
and is back in the hospital as of this
writing. If you can visit him, I know he’d
like to see his Grotto friends. He is at UAB
Hospital HTICU, 5th floor, room 562. Please
drop by if you can, or send a card or letter
to let him know you’re thinking of him.

*** The 27th annual TAG FALL CAVE-IN
was a milestone, held this year in its new
location on Lookout Mountain, Georgia.
Although there was definitely a
sentimental attachment to Sequoyah
Caverns in relation to this event – some of
us have been attending TAG there since
its inception in 1977, after all – the new
site is better, the electric shower

notwithstanding. The new facilities were
built by cavers for cavers, and are
therefore tailored to our own needs: a
pleasant and spacious vendor area is
provided (with landscaping, even), as is a
dynamite sauna and hot tub area, more
wooded campsites, and greater privacy. A
tip of the Grotto helmet to landowner
CHUCK HENSON, event hosts/sponsors
DOGWOOD CITY GROTTO, and all those
intrepid volunteers, many of whom are
from our own Grotto, who contributed
time, effort, money, and/or material to
develop the site and make this TAG Fall
Cave-In successful.

The event itself was a great success,
with an attendance of 1,369. Several of
our own members and colleagues made
showings in the various contests and
other features of the Cave-In: TIM HUDSON
placed in the climbing contest, KATHERINE
and ANNA VAN STAAGEN were part of the
6-way tie for the children’s rope climb,
and SCHUYLER RAY (Margaret Money’s
granddaughter) received an award for
her performance in the squeezebox. The
only one of our number to claim a door
prize was LARRY MONEY, who took home
a Petzl ascending device and other
goodies; however, SCOTT PARVIN took
home two! Count them two! prizes in
the SCCi raffle, a helmet with Petzl light
and – darn this short term memory loss!
(A 60 meter dynamic rope -ed.) And yes,
the Cave-In did include the traditional
bonfire, with pyrotechnics courtesy of
MARTY DUDROW. The weather was
decent, if a little wet Friday night (at
least it waited til late to rain) – the
Saturday fog was real ly quite
otherworldly. And how about those
lighted Frisbees that were flying around
in the dark? –Or were they real ly
Frisbees? Only Project Bluebook knows
for sure…

*** A Grotto razzberry to the
Sheriff’s Department of Dade County,

Georgia for their  roadblocks and
pretext stops as cavers were gathering
for TAG. Even the pretexts were lies!
Growing up I was taught to think of
police as friends, people to turn to when
trouble comes your way, but this sort
of thing makes it very difficult to view
them as anything but adversaries. I
cannot help but consider this sort of
behavior by the law enforcement
community unAmerican.

*** The Grotto facilitated a very
successful Boy Scout trip to LIMROCK
BLOWING CAVE this past month, led by
our own JOEL McGUIRE. Leaving from
BSA Camp Jackson, site of SERA ’96,
where the Scouts overnighted Friday
and Saturday, the group of 19 Scouts,
Scout leaders, and Grotto cavers broke
into 2 subgroups to comply with SCCi
directives relating to group size, and
went caving via different loop routes.
Water levels seemed about normal, the
entrance passage dry and the pools and
stream crossings ranging from less than
ankle deep to about waist deep. The
Scouts seemed to love what we did, and
the adult leaders did too, I think, in an
“I can’t believe I’m doing this” kind of
way. While such Scout trips might not
be on the cutting edge of caving, if you
don’t help with one now and then you’re
missing a good time, and an opportunity
to start potential novice cavers off
right. The next time one comes along,
consider volunteering. I predict you will
be glad you did.

*** The Grotto’s deepest sympathy
goes to MARTY DUDROW on the recent
loss of his father. I understand Marty’s
Dad had been in the hospital recently, and
that Marty stopped by to see him on the
way home from TAG; unfortunately he
took a sudden turn for the worse and died
on Monday. Your Grotto friends share your
sorrow, Marty.


