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The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter
is published once monthly by

the Birmingham Grotto of the
National Speleological Society.
Subscription rate is $4.00 per
year based on October to October
Grotto year. Send all subscrip-
tion or membership dues($4.00
also) to STEVE SPENCER, Treasurer,
938 South 80th Street,Birmingham,
Alabama, 35206.
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OFFICERS: Elected Oct. 1976

Chairman: Joe Domnanovich
N.S.S. # 13287
1424 28th St. Ens.
B'ham,Ala. 35218
786-6647

Vice-

John Attaway
N.S.S. # 16582
Route 1,Box 660
Leeds,Ala.35094
967-2509

Chairman:

Valerie Howell
1242 18th Ave.So.
B'ham, Ala.35205
323~3143

Secretary:

Steve Spencer
N.S.S.# 9389

938 So. 80th St.
Birmingham,Ala.
833-4773

Treasurer:

Editor: Guess?
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PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: Gary Barnes
took on the job for the first

6 months of the Grotto year. Any
suggestions of possible programs
should be conveyed to Gary.
MEETING TIMES: Jim McDowell sta-
ted that it was possible for us
to choose just about any night
we wanted for Grotto meetings
next year. It was voted on

by the Grotto membership present
that beginning in JANUARY, 1977
that Grotto meetings will be
held on the THIRD TUESDAY

of each month.

This was done since there seemed to

be too many conflicts on other
nights. If you weren't there and have

any gripes he there next month and
bring it up then,

GROTTO MEETING DATES FOR THE NEXT
FEW MONTHS ARE:

November : November 2nd
December: December 7th
January: January 18, 1977
7:30 p.m. Alabama Gas Corp. Bldg.

NOTES & NEWS:

New Members or New Address:

Dave & Valerie Howell
1242 18th Avenue, South
Birmingham, Ala. 35205
323-3143

Greg Jordan
91 Ridgewood Village
Auburn, Ala. 36830

Tom & Vivian Lamb

1712 11lth Place, So. A
Birmingham, Ala.35205 —_
251-3619




LETTER TO THE EDITOR

From Greg McGill, Grotto Member

In response to the Chairman's suggestion at the last meeting, I have
begun to plan some cave trips. Does anyone know about Carnes Cave,
Turtle Cave, Geiger Cave, Allen Cave, or even Wolf Cave? These are
all Alabama caves over one mile in length. I have not heard anyone
mention these caves so 1 assume that no one has visited them recently.

I plan to go to each of these caves (49 in all) during the coming Year (s) .
Anyone who has been will be more than welcome to guide the trip.

The plan seems to have several good points. First, the plan provides
for a series of diverse, interesting caves. One idea would be to go in
numeric order so that all the long ones are not the first to be visited.
second, 49 caves should last us for a while. Third, we are Alabama
cavers and we should be familiar with our major caves. Some of these
are over-used or closed and can be passed by. Of course, there will be
special trips to new caves, or out-of-state caves but this is meant for a
long-term plan.

By chance(?) the trip to Talucuh Cave may be the first cave on the
l1ist to be visited; it is the 28th longest cave in Alabama. I hope some
of you let me know how you feel about this plan. Don't hesitate to call me
or stop me at the next meeting.

Greqg McGill & Lynn Wright
Home No. 836-3480
Wk. No. 956-4000(215)
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TRIP REPORTS:

LEDBETTER CAVE
Greg McGill, Reporter
Lynn Wright

Lynn and I set out on Sunday, September 12, 1976, to see Ledbetter Cave.
The owner was very nice, but expressed no desire to see her cave. The
cave is almost a half mile away by the time you 9o around the drop-offs.

It is located in a very large sink with a water trickle on one side.
There is a rather distracting Fallout Shelter sign near the entrance.

The cave starts as a 60-65 ft. canyon passage with easy walking. The
Hidden Falls are pretty nice and would be a nice place for a photo-
layout. Farther to the rear you find the inevitable saltpeter diggings.
There was a change to the map recently to indicate a cave graffitio from
the year 1840. I was unable to find it but I don't think it would have
been that exciting to see it.

After leaving the cave we discovered a very dead(and ripe) snake. We
also made a short climb up the north wall of the sink. We reached the
car and started off down the hill. As we got near US 431 we decided

to take a break before heading back to the Ham. We found a small dirt
road with running water to one side. We pulled in and the road ended
abruptly in front of an old double sink. One side had a natural bridge
and the other had a series of small waterfalls. We spotted a cave




Ledbetter

entrance and checked on the survey only to find that we were at

Natural Bridge Cave. The survey description said we needed knee pads

so we did not enter; but we can verify that you need knee pads for even -
the first 10 feet. We explored the place and really had a good time

just playing in the waterfalls.

At last we left, delighted with our "discovery" and were appalled to
see a dead pig(300 1bs.) only a few feet from the water. I really wonder
if the anti-pollution/littering ads are directed at the right people.

However, I can tell you that this is one spot that can grow on you. Next
time you're nearby stop to eat lunch there, even if you don't want
to try out your new knee pads.

LIMROCK BLOWING CAVE

Greg McGill, Reporter
Lynn Wright

Sam McGill

Lee Stubbs

On Sunday, August 21, Lynn and I were going to meet Greg Jordan and
company at Stephen's Gap, but we were detained by a miscreant obloid of
rubber. My brother and Lee Stubbs met us and we joined forces. By the
time we got to Stephen's Gap, it was crowded so we went to Canyon Cave
\Al. 1200). Alas, we were advised not to enter by a neighbor. The owner
was at church and knowing how those things go, we decided to visit
Limrock Blowing Cave. o~

We arrived uneventfully and spent several hours in the cave but we got
such a late start that we were unable to reach the end. The water was
only knee deep, with literally hundreds of crayfish. The gravel stream
bed gave up some nice pebbles to play with while we ate our snack.

We got into a discussion with the owner's nephew as we were leaving and
heard all about the killer rattlers that live around there. Be warned.
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TALUCUH CAVE

Reporter: Kathy Spencer

Steve Spencer, Tom & Vivian Lamb,

Lynn Wright, Greg McGill, Sam McGill,

John Attaway, Steve Attaway

Ken Brown, Laura Lamb & other folks (new) whose names I've forgotten)

This was the field trip for August, 1976 and was well-attended.
Talucuh Cave is one of the easiest to enter (both location of the cave
and the cave owner's friendliness) and thus is heavily vandalized.

Not only are the formations destroyed, written on,etc. but the local
folks actually built a church of sorts in it, with a stage and seats
1ike a football stadium. They built it of wood, which is now rotting,

falling apart, and looking just terrible. I was very disappointed and
heart sick over what has occurred in this truly at one time beautiful
cave. I strongly urge a joint effort to help clean up the mess

in there as best we can and will bring it up again at the next Grotto
meeting.

We had a very good trip despite the mess, took some good pictures,
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Talucuh Cave

and played around in the back of the cave where there usually is a
deep lake. This time the water was completely gone and we walked
across the dry bed of the lake. I was amazed that it was

actually as deep as it was.

One note: Steve and I found a snapping turtle just inside the cave
and he was very snappish so we took him outside to find something
to eat.
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HALL'S PIT, TORODE PIT & STEPHENS GAP
Jay Clark

September 26, 1976, we finally found Hall's Pit. What makes it really
frustrating is that I walked right by the entrance on the earlier

trip Carl and I had made to try and find it. We started out this
morning for Green's Well since it was finally dry enough to get past
the entrance without drowning. On our trip up there we passed

the road to Hall's and Lin said he had been there before, so we

all decided to go again.

Lin's sense of direction is much better than mine so he found the pit.
We decided to do it in shifts of two--Carl and I went down first
while Lin and Glenda waited(?) for us to return. The pit which is
about 190 feet deep is well-worth the walk up the steep hill. There
is no cave at the bottom, but the pit is well decorated and there are
several inviting looking rooms which we noticed on the climb out.

I got stung by a yellow jacket before Lin and Glenda went down so I had
to go after some pills to keep the swelling down. After they got out
we came back to Birmingham so I could go looking for the new 1956

Jeep with I later bought. Hall's is a very good drop, but anyone
intending to do it should take two rope pads as there are two bad
places.

On October 2, Carl and I decided to go back to Torode Pit as Carl

was never able to find it the day we earlier lookec for it. On the
other times I've been there, we had to walk from the road--this time
we had Carl's truck which can go almost anywhere. Naturally we found

‘the right cornfields to go aground, but I had a terrible time finding

the way I knew down the hill. I just wasn't use to getting so close
to the bluffs without walking. Once we found the right way down
hill, we got to the pit without too much trouble except where we had
to climb down the bluffs and Carl knocked a very large rock down.

Past experience this year has convinced us that there are a lot of
snakes out so we weren't too surprised to find one at the bottom of the
pit. carl went down first and I didn't want to mess with his carbide
light because I was going to bring my wheat lamp down. When he hit
bottom he started yelling about almost landing on a copperhead--Carl
couldn't decide if it was alive and I couldn't decide whether to go
down. Very cautiously I worked my way down and with the aid of my
good light, it became clear that it was a copperhead and was alive.
Naturaly, we had to put it out of its misery before it got us. As
usual, I was bravely directing Carl how to kill the snake. With the




exception of that we had a very good trip. Carl says that this is
his favorite pit in spite of the fact that Torode named it after
-himself. Since my last trip there, a large oak tree has fallen
down to the right side of the pit, but it doesn't interfere with
rigging or climbing. There is one fairly large rock wedged against
the wall about 125 feet up which looks like it might be loose enough
to go in the rainy season--so be careful.

October 11, 1976. I had a case set for trial in Scottsboro, but it
wasn't reached that day. Since I had my climbing gear in the car

I decided to see what Stephens Gap looked like. Since there was no
water to speak about coming into the pit, I decided to do my first
solo climbing trip. It was a nice, sunny day and the climb was

so pretty I decided to do it twice before going back to Court. This is
the first solo trip I've made and don't think I would do it anywhere
but Stephens Gap--I don't recommend doing it alone even though I

did it and enjoyed it.
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DATES TO WATCH

November 2 Grotto Meeting
November 6 SERA Cave Hunt (See inside sheet)
December 7 Grotto meeting

December 4 Tentative date for Christmas Party at Cumberland
Caverns (Watch next Newsletter for exact date,etc.)

January 18 Grotto meeting
February 5 SERA Winter Business meeeting(See inside sheet)




NOVEMBER 6-7, 1976 S
JERA FALL CAVE HUNT - HARIANNA, FLORIDA - FLORIDA CAVERNS STATE PARK

7ort Rucker-Ozark Grotto and Southeastern Karst Survey are sponsoring
5 search for new caves in several oromising areas around ilarianna.

12 are planning, to put out a puldebook containing maps of some of the
~ore significant and unrestricted caves in Jackson County. We need
sone responses from SERA grottos soon, sC we will know how many people
to expect. Also we could use your help in planning and conducting the
antivities. If someone from vour grotto plans to attend, please have
them f11l out the following information and return to me before the
end of September if possible.

1, lMav we cony cave maps published 1n vour pgrotto newsletter. No
locations will be given unless the owner consents to visitatlon.

2. Can you supply local guides who know the Marianna area?

7, Can you supply maoping equipment or personnel to run a mapping party?
!, Approximately how manv peonle are intcrested in attending?

5. Any suggestlons as to promising areas to search in Jackson County?
A, Anv suggestions or comments on aceommodations?

At this time we do not plan to charee any reglstration fee. There

will be a nominal charge for the guidebook (vrobably .50). No banquet

or barbeque is planned. Bring your own. Booze available locally

but not all day Sunday. The park charges a day use fee of .25 per’

person, and a regular camplng fee of 3,12, We may be able to get a cheaper
group rate, ‘

The State Park contains a major show cave (fee 1.56) and four other
major caves, and about twenty minor caves, some of which are quite
well decorated.

Send reply to;

Pagl R. Bover
4318 Bullock Blva
NMiceville, M1 32578




Sephember 28, 1976

To: All SERA Grottos of the NS8

From: Ierry B. Matthews, NS§ #£792-F
Nashville Grotto

PITASE rcad this anncuncement &f your next Grotio meeting,

Pear SELA Cavers,

The SCRE Vinler Musincss Meeting is nov schedaled for FPebruary 5, 1977 st
Faiwfield Glade resort in the {rossville, IW ares, just off Interstate L0
at the Peavine Ré, Exit, We have an excepticnal Jrvanwem?nt that will
allow us to rent delux cendominiwas lor onlv g2t cer u;gh with & O-porson
ndxizom secupeney. This is less than £3.50 per person for full occupancy.
Thesc covdnm*n s have twe bedrooms, a 11?1&? vonr, apd hitchean, They
will be aveiiable for Lotk Friday and Ealurday rigint,

In edéiticn to the Iusiness leebing itself, we hope to have & fall day: of
nrogrems, 17 any of you wish to be & spea her, please write ne as ssou 8s
posshulc a0 thui wa can ircivﬁe you in the schecnle. It is hoped that mogy
spealiers can limit their talk to 30 minuies. A &3-niante 1imit will be
inzo u“ed en all s“v“!ors to give wore cavers a chance to spesak, Rooma

will ba availahle 4o keld seminnrs on tepics of cavimg interest, Tupicﬁ
for speakers could iuelnde reports on cxnirratznts, caving tacbnlau 19,
conzorvabion projecls, organizationnl topics, raporia from cave Surveys.

or Tasl: Forees, or zny topic thet wonld pe of intrerest %o SERA cavers.

ve would alss woelcome &

wish Ho set ar wn erhibit, “3
will neoed so a

k s aand all SERA cavers are

& slide lable 8 n
% that tine. For furirer details,

p¥
woleowz to
please za
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Tarry T. Hattheus
02 Spencey 8t
Callotin, TN 37060

DLEASE MOIE: Prevegisth aJ~an favr1 will e mailed ko 81l S0HA Grottios.
senotime in Novesher, 19706,
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The return of 'boom days™

"THE NORTHEAST ALABAMIAN"
" the nsﬁoxaom.?a&ww m%_\ Em%%m:mm

When the night of August. 28 rolls/
around and hundreds of candles ar¢.
lighted deep in Manitou Cave in Fo!
Payne, the voices of dancers and the
sound of music will roll through the
cave to rejuvenate one of the towp’s
most unique social event—a ball in the
historic Manitou Cave ballroom.

The Manitou Ball will be co-spon-

until the Civil War began. The Confed-
erate government mined saltpeter from
a shaft deep in the cave’s interior. The
old Cherokee campsite was used for
troop encampment because of the
constant 300,000 gallons per day stream
that flows from the cave. Several
autographs from these soldiers remain.

sored by the I In 1878, Manitou Cave was opened as Py
Zw.&o%@mma m“. n:ww ﬁm?.ﬁﬁﬂw@%oﬂ a commercial tourist attraction, but not M .
where people of the area danced in the until 1888, when D.A. Reed of OEnSEw% X!
1890’s on a specially installed wopden purchased the cave from L.A. Dobbs P
floor. for a $1,000 did the promotional devel- o m %
The ball will be open to the public. opment and construction in the cave o & o
The cave is located within the city 2Ke place. Reed’s purchase was made H
limits of Fort Payne, five block {rom muhaw_%swm.oz Payre Coal and Iron m M
v In Wﬁﬂ%m%%»ﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂoﬂ“ﬁﬁ.ﬁ%» .._%m So well promoted was the Fort Payne oo M
’ ] and Iron Company, that hundreds OH B
cave, Dr. Stephen Brewer, has gather- pany, e >
ed information about the history of the & New Englanders came to the city in s =z =
cave and Fort Payne. special investor (rains of the Fort o006
Brewer tells of the following infor- Payne and Eastern Railroad. A spur £ x ks
mation: - line was laid on the western slope of o -
During Fort Payne’s roaring boom in Lookout Mountain just over the cave HMmEe
1889, people came to visti the cave, an entrance. ] o " M @ g
original tourist attraction in Alabama. Excursion trains would bring inves- 5E0~
Manitou Cave was named by the tors and tourists above the cave allow- O Qo
Cherokee Indians over 200 years ago D8 them to disembark for a tour mT.__ o, % ~
and means *“The Great Spirit”. Mani- through the underground park. To <2 E .
tou is the Cherokee god of nature and facitate tours, 18 wooden bridges were R )
stayed in that portion of the cave known constructed, clay stairways cut into the DB |
mmumrm—.owoo Pass. ww:wm w_ucé the stream which was m v R
. . al of mmed to provide an underground B /M
In the 1830’ following the removat o lake. A hydrolic ram was installed to m M m m
pump water for the folintain in the  gpds all year around. Toay, steel and oge) m &)
landscafed park surrounding the cave  concrete replace the wood and clay but Ok =0

and to the City of FortPayne - the
cities’ first water system.

Manitoii - Cave is opened daily
throughout the summer and on week-

the works of nature remain unchanged.
The cave has a constant temperature
of 56 degrees.

WILD RUMORS AND OTHER UNTRUTHS: Rumor has it at
last meeting that Milo Washington actually went into
at least one cave during our last Grotto year.

Gosh, he broke his perfect record.

Rumor also has it that Mike McEachean, our archaeologist friend
r jend from Texas is back in Alabama again on another dig.
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CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER TO OUR NEW OFFICERS FOR 1977.

WHEN YOU ARE CALLED ON TO HELP OUT IN ANY GROTTO ENDEAVOR,

LEND THEM A HAND----THEY NEED OUR SUPPORT.

erie Howell on their marriage of

CONGRATULATIONS to Dave & Val

as it that while they were on their

Rumor h

1976.
honeymoon in Council B

September 25,

Iowa that some vandals attacked their

d

obscenities on their windows an
tissue throughout the house,
Isn't it rediculous that

?

lish(writing
strung toilet

luffs,
put a buzzer under their bed,etc.

house with white shoe po
Dave's International),

get away with stuff like that

people
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