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FUTURE TRIPS

April 15 - Anvil Cave closes

Apri! 23 - B'ham Grotto trip to Fall
Creek Falls, Tennessee; Huntsville
Grotto yoyo session, same loca-
tion. For further info call Joe D.

May 14-15 - Joint Vulcan Trailblazers-
B’ham Grotto backpacking trip to
Walls of Jericho. Leave 6:00 a.m.
Saturday morning from Shoney's
in Roebuck. For further info call
Tom Lamb. NOTE: Do not park
at Bean’s Farm at the south end
of the road to the Walls; if you
do your car might be stripped.

May 21-22 - Trip to Byers Cave.
Georgia, on Saturday; trips to
other caves in the area Sunday.
For info call Steve or Kathvy
Spencer.

May 28-30 (Memorial Day weekend):
Kontiickvy Sneleafect Park ity

COVER PICTURE: By Dave Howell, °
Resident Fool

—
As of April 15, Anvil Cave will be closed
to all visitors. Further details will be pub-
lished in the B’ham Crotto Z

as they become available. Please respect

this decree in the hope that it will even-
tually be rescinded. -




TRIP REPORTS

VIKING CAVE, ALA. 1730
February 27, 1977

David Howell, Reporter

Valerie Howell, Ken Kifer, Steve
Durham, Jim McDowell, John Moore,
Mike Nunnally, Steve Spencer

Viking Cave, a small one in Bryant
Mill Hollow north of Guntersville
(i.e.short in terms of explored
passage) had been left untouched
since its discovery last year,
when Jim McDowell and Dave Howell
mapped a little over 200 feet of
crawling passage to the edge of
a 40 foot pit. It was decided
that the first Bryant Mill Hollow
trip of the year should go to
Viking to descend the drop, as
plots of Viking and nearby Acan-
thus Sink Cave #2 showed that the
north passage in Acanthus pointed
toward the south-trending passage
in Viking. It was hoped that
the drop in Viking would lead to
the top of the waterfall room in

- -Acanthus, a room which appears to
.ave good high-level leads at the
source of the waterfall, but which
leads are inaccessible from below.

The drop was rigged and descended
by Jim McDowell, Steve Spencer,
and Dave and Valerie Howell. It
led to a very pretty chamber be-
low which led into a terribly
tight crawl to a dead end, and
about 10 feet further down to a
stream level which appeared to

be stagnant.

While the drop was being rigged
and checked, the others of the
group investigated first a new
entrance down the hollow--a 5

foot climbdown to a ledge above

a 20 foot wet drop. This was

not descended because of the
water, which probably dries up

in less rainy weather. After that,
a hole at the bottom of the water-
fall in the Viking entrance sink
~"as investigated. This was found
-0 lead to a climbdown beside

the stream, and to more passage.
Due to the limits of time and to
the fact that all water lewvels in
the hollow were up significantlvy

this was not fully explored. Perhaps
future trips will link Viking and
Acanthus; this lower level find keep
that possibility alive.

RIDGEWALK NEAR SHERWOOD, TENN.
March 13, 1977

Dave Howell, Renorter

Steve Durham, Lin Guy, Valerie
Howell, Gerald Moni, John Moore,
John Prestage, Marion Smith, J.J.
Williams

Lin Guy and Gerald Moni had picked
up a lead from a farmer near
Sherwood to "a place where water
flows into a big hole.” In view of
this lead and in view of the fact
that the Sinking Cove Quad is
virtually untouched by ridgewalkers,
it was decided to investigage. It
had poured all day Saturday, March 1
but Sunday the 13th dawned clear
and beautiful.

Upon arriving at the appointed area,
we found a bridge out after having
been partially washed away the
previous day; since this meant we
would have to walk three miles to
get to the area we'd intended to
ridgewalk, we reluctantly postponed
checking the farmer's lead and
elected instead to walk one of the
ridges overlookinag Sherwood.

Several finds were made, all vertica
The more notable of these included
a 48 foot pit with no horizontal
passage found and named the Lord's
Well by J.J.; Ends Well, a 50 foot
pit (approx.) entered by Marion; and
All's Well, a cave with multiple
deep drops found by Valerie and
entered by Marion and Lin. These
drops lead down a total of 120-140
feet to a section of canyon passage
which was observed but not explored.
It is interesting to note that a
spring occurs at the base of the
mountain directly below All's Well;
is hoped that the drops will lead
ultimately to that spring, since
this would result in a cave of con-
siderable and sionificant total
depth. Further investigation and
mapping is now in progress in All's
Well.

555555555555 SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS



TRIP REPORTS

INDIAN GRAVE POINT CAVE
DeKalb Co., Tenn.
Tom Chamblee

The setting for this cave is in
the eastern section of the
highland rim, in the Bigby-
Cannon limestone; the entrance
being a semi-vertical sink on
the spur of a mountain 180 feet
above the floor of Dry Creek
Valley. Here, the highland

rim is maturely-dissected into
steep-walled valleys and high
knobs, manv of which are in
pasture 5/8 of the way to the
top(valley elevation-610 feet,
tim and knob elevations-1200-1350")
Thus, we have the picture of a
very beautiful area.

Upon entering the cave, one pro-
ceeds down a steep slope to a duck-
under at the bottom of the sink.
This at once expands into spacious
cavern with a 55' high dome room
formed along a joint at right
angles to the main corridor.
Beyvond this room, a short decent
is made into a very large break-
down chamber (60' high x 85’ wide
x 215' long). By climbing over
this talus and descending it on
the far end, one enters the
main, dry conduit, closely
resembling passageways seen in
Mammoth Cave. A good distance
down this hall, a very large,
impressive rotunda room is en-
tered, the walls being lined
with gypsum and epsomite. The
dimensions here are 65' high

x 100' wide x 260' long.

Proceeding from here one travels
a large, flat roof hall to the
most awesome chamber in the
system. Here, I stand at the
brink of a vast dome chamber
known as Cascade Dome. The sheer
walls vault to a ceiling 120°
overhead. There are two solu-
tional domepits side by side
forming a tremendous curtain 120'
tall. Dimensions here are 120'
tall x 350' long x 100' wide; the

room being formed by the intersec-
tion of right angle control joints
to the main conduit.

—~
As I continued across this chambexr
and regained the main corridor,
I encountered a dry silty clay fill
area in which masses of clear, plate
like selenite clusters are to be
found. Immediately above, under a
ledge, are numerous, well-defined
gastropod and brachiopod shells.
The passage continues on from here
as a large, talus strewn tube to a
beautiful rimstone pool-speleothem
area. At this point you are 4400'
from the entrance, with another
large, dry alluvial fill passage
which may be followed 1800' to the
brink of a sheer 50' drop off this
fill. This and the many other
caves near-by present a wide array
of geolocic features to capture
the interest of those with
varied ‘speleological preferences.
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JOHN B. FISHER CAVE, SMITH CO.,TE§N.

Tom Chamblee -Reporter

Fisher Cave is located in a high
bluff 25' above the Smith Fork of
the Cumberland River in the

steep knobbed eastern highland rim.
The entrance, a spacious 80' wide

x 30' high, is in the lower portion
of the Bigby-Cannon limestone
series.

Just within the owner (Reyson Page)
has constructed a concrete dam
across the stream for retention

of the water for drinking and farm
supply purposes. By climbing up-
slope to the left, one by-passes
the stream to enter a high narrow
passage with frequent intersecting
halls formed on right angle joints.
After a short "bedding plane" crawl
the passage character changes to a
large, smooth-walled walking conduit
with dry clay fill. Beyond this one
rejoins the stream in a 4' to 6'
wide canyon, deeply incised into
the floor of an elliptical strea
tube. The thin, even-bedded strat.



has produced stacked breakdown along
-the shelves of the incised canyon.
As one leaves this area, he enters
an impressive high ceilina chamber
275" long by 60' wide x 90' high.

" 1 floor is covered with many,
bcautiful lacy rimstone pools which
cover a flowstone crowned by large
stalagmites and a column 75' high,a
segment of which is pure white.

By climbing to the right,uoon a steep
fill, you may enter a flat floored
smooth-walled tunnel that continues
a distance of 760 feet.

This tunnel contains stalactite
forests and walls covered with
gypsum(selenite) rosettes.

At the terminus of this tunnel (30"
to 40' wide x 15' high) is a large
room with a very lovely drapery
column 25' high.

As you retrace your steps and re-
enter the main stream hall, vyou
travel a large conduit past a huge,
sparkling curtain stalactite mass,
to a terminal area again adorned with
£ 'a straws and other secondary
deposits. Also noted in a

large soluntional pocket were

thick, clear plates of selenite
crystals in the residual clay.

This cavern is devoid of marks,
vandalism and ranks high in
speleological asthetics.
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GUESS CREEK-March 26, 1977

Kathy Spencer,Reporter
Jim McDowell, Ross Bamford, and
Tim Bamford

Yes, it's true. ZXathy Spencer

for the first time in several months
entered a CAVE. Ross Bamford is

a former Birmingham Grotto member
from the Yankee Land. His younger
brother, Tim, had contacted the BG
from Maxwell Air Force Base where

he was stationed, and in effect
reunited a terrible three-some:
Kathy, Jim and Ross.

Steve (my better half) was kind enough
to volunteer to stay home with our
son who was getting over strepn-throat
iln order for his wife to go caving.
Now, you male chauvinists pay heed

to Steve.

We were afraid Guess Creek would be
flooded but it was a pleasant surpris.
when we arrived to find that we could
get through this beautiful cave.

Our objective was the waterfall room
and then possiblyv the Moonscape

Room. Jim did a great job leading
us through the cave, through the
water, etc. The water was unusually
warm or we were unusually numb,

but the trip treking through the
stream was not bad at all.

An interesting note on the biology
of the cave: There were thousands
of what we think were lampreys
swimming around in the streams. They
appeared to be digging into the
rocky bottom of the stream, for
purposes of egq laying. It was
cguite a sight to see literally
thousands of these creatures fight-
ing the current of the stream,
moving rocks about with their

snouts and pairing off for furthering
their kind. We also noted several
huge regular type crayfish and

one white crayfish. There were
several bats sighted along the

walls and one even got turned on

by Jim and sat in his lap.

We made it back to the waterfall room
and we were vervy impressed with the
volume of water flowing from the

top. In fact, it was a bit
frighteninc to see that water flowing
in when you could see flood debris
above vour head.

Ve elected to forego the Moonscape
room on the way out because our
being out of shape really started
telling on us.

Guess Creek is really a remarkable,
lovely cave, but care must be taken
to stay out in flood conditions.

SSSS5SS5S5S55SS5SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS



DANGLING IN DARKNESS
by Fred Reed

The following article is reprinted from the Federal Times,
issue of February 21, 1977.

Mankind sneers at lemmings because the misguided
rodents paddle out into arctic waters and drown, but
in this we are unfair. I suspect the furry little crea-
tures are trying to reach Miami the only way they
know. One may question their judgment in living at
the poles to begin with, but no one can fault them
for wanting to leave. I will believe them unbalanced
only when I see them riding motorcycles, fighting
bulls, or exploring caves.

Especially exploring caves. Of all the varied and
unnecessary tortures to which man submits himself,
in penance for a vaguely felt sinfulness, cave-
exploring is the most perverse. (Caving is today’s
subject. If you think it is strange to come to the
caves of Virginia by means of a dissertation on the
psychology of Arctic rats, you are probably right.
Indirection is policy in this column.) Some people
are deluded into thinking that caves are fairy-
castle affairs with clean, white stalactites encrusted
with glistenine gypsum crystals and, in the better
stretches, cu! ems set in the walls. There may be
caves of thir ariety, but the true caver eschews
them. Suct aves are for sissies and tourists.

The certified caver a freezing slot of a
cave with water dripping from the ceiling and
jagged projections along the walls. He is unhappy
if the ceiling is more than two feet from the floor.

He wants mud, and usually gets it. Limestone caves
are repositories of the greatest clay ever to blemish
‘the weary earth. A truly fine cave has unexpected
pits dropping most of the way to China. It is con-
sidered good form not to fall into them.

The whole business is horrid. A typical expedi-
tion begins at noon and ends at three a.m. which
gives you plenty of time to wish you had never been
born. During most of it, you clamber at a dead run
over slimy rocks in ice water up to your knees.
Conrad Hilton never imagined so much ice water. At
all other times you lie on your face and wriggle
wormishly through passages only eight inches high.
It is hard to say why this is attractive. I suspect that
it is not attractive.

One does learn little-known facts of nature, such
as that housebroken rats are in a minority. The
only soundsis grunting and soulful cursing. Looking
forward, you see two globs of filth within which
somewhere are the feet of the fellow in front of

- you. You can’t look behind you because the hole
1s so narrow that you plug it up. Above are 40
millionstons of limestone - limestone which, you
begin to suspect, is wondering whether it isn’t
time to settle a few inches. Oh, joy.

To make matters worse - to make matters much
worse - caving is an aerial sport. You have to
dangle. Cavers are not satisfied to be wet, danger-
ously chilled, and on the verge of cardiac arrest.
This could be achieved by showering in a walk-in
refrigerator and then doing push-ups. Thus when
they come to a drop, they tie ropes to things and
spring into the abyss like playful gazelles. You
find yourself dangling 90 feet over jagged rocks in
pitch darkness, unable to think of any plausible
explanation why you are doing it.

" The whole exercise is made still more dangerous
by complicated safety devices, some of which ex-
plode. For example, an anemic approximation of

light is provided by carbide lamps. These little num-
bers mix water with calcium carbide to produce
acetylene gas, which is then burned. If you drop a
bottle of this stuff in a pool, it bubbles furiously and .
and gives off great clouds of acetylene. You then
either put out vour lamp, run like crazy, and fall

to a pit, or leave your lamp on and blow up.

Further, carbide sometimes gets damp oozes
gas while still in a caver’s backpack. I once saw a
fellow toss his pack into a corner, whereupon it
exploded and threw sandwiches everywhere.

Then there is rabies, which bats have. These help-
ful animals hang from the ceiling in little clots of
fur. They are virtually invisible. When you inadvert-
ently brush one with your hand, it falls to the floor
with a high pitched ech-ech-ech, like a marble
scraped across glass. After wondering whether you
have hurt the little beast, you wonder whether it -
managed to bite - cold hands are insensitive. If so,
within a few days you may begin to froth at the
mouth. ,

And you know, the average caver thinks
lemmings are peculiar.

Trip Report - Turner Cave
Stu Clifton

Dave Howell

Valerie Howell

Some weeks ago our speleological wanderings took
us to little-known but interesting Turner Cave. Tk
trip turned out to be a good one,,from the momei..
we turned out of our driveway that morning until
the day turned to evening.

After a hearty breakfast of toast and sausage done
to a turn, we turned our attention to the cave. The
landowner, Mr. Turner, turned over to us a compre-
hensive set of directions to his cave: ‘“Turn left here -
then go to the second turning on the right. Turn
there and go as far as the next turn. Turn left and
follow the trail, it’ll turn into Turner Cave.”

We turned from Mr. Turner and proceeded to
Turner Cave. The easy entrance passage led to a
turn. We advanced past it and found ourselves at
a turn. We turned it, only to find yet another turn.
Rounding this turn, we saw... a tern. The tern turned,
giving us quite a bad turn. We turned, but were con-
fronted only with a turn. I turned to Stu. “Do you
remember a turn?’’ I asked. He turned to examine
the turn. “A turn? Why... no! I don’t remember any
turns. But 1 do remember a tern.’”” My stomach
turned.

We turned to leave, and turned ourselves to the
task of retracing our circuitous path through the
many turns of Turner Cave. We investigated all
side leads in turn on our way. Thus, though the
trip had taken a bad turn, it turned out all right.
Though Turner Cave could have turned us against
caving, our chagrin turned to mirth when we saw
that the Turner Cave tern had turned out for the
rest of the day, and, spying the cave’s owner,
turned on him. The tern turning on Turner turned
us on.

—



TAPE AND COMPASS SURVEY BY
LIN GUY
GLENDA FLEMING
DAVID HOWELL
GREG JORDAN
EDDY HARDING
SAM REAMES

OF THE NSS

MAY 10, 1975

AUGUST 16, 1975

CLIMB

27' DROP
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16' DROP G5)
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GROVERS GROTTO
JACKSON CO.-AL

LOCATION: 755 RSE 13 GMO
SWEARENGIN QUADRANGLE

ELEVATION: 870 FEET

LENGTH: 554 FEET

DEPTH: 111 FEET

2 16’ CLIMB TO LOWER LEVEL

DRY STREAMBED
(SUMMER)

® —

RAT RESOR
GROVERS mmZUV

ENTRANCE







.

‘l
#
¥

NEXT MEETING - MAY 2w
MONDAY NIGHT 7:30 P.M,
RED MOUNTAIN MUSEUM

1425 228D STREET Sout

O Caving activities
8 g;changing ideas
od camping facilities
O Banquet
O Bluegrass Band
O Much more

Take the opportunity to visit the
World's Longest Cave, in nearby
Mammoth Cave National Park

at regular tour fees

Lovisville

DIAMOND
CAVERNS
\ 4 'E.j [ )Horse Cave

arCD

Cedar Hill Campground, Park Cj Ky
Four Active Days of Fun v

|
apeleofest 77

%>Many Cave Tours of Mammoth Cave
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Make checks payable to: Louisville Grotto, NSS
Adults-s475

Children(6 -12)-£3.75
Extra Guidebooks -$1.50

Banauet Tickets-$2.95

Name

Address —e—
City, S
State Zip

Beverage Pass(over21}-$1 e

Phone__ac( l

Total $___ _____

Prices slightly higher after pre-registrationi!!
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cemtterKactueky Speeof~zt. 2122 Millside Drive, Louisville, Kentucky 40223 « Mail by: May 13,1977 o
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