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The Sirmingnam Grotto Newsterter is oud-
lished approximatety twelve times a vear
2v ihe Sirmingham Grotio of the National
Speteciogical Soctety.

Supseristion ang Membpersnip fees are now
gue. Annual susscriotion rates are in-
ciuged in the $4 mempersnip fee. Qutside
the Birmingham area. the subscriotion

rate is onty $2. All are ororated from
Ccrober,

Editors: Lynn McGill & Nancy Boice
3279 Paramont Drive
Birmingham, AL 35210

Sutmit materiais for publication directly
to the Editors. Deadline is the 20th

day of the month precading the manth of
issue.

ALL OFFICIAL GRQOTTO MAIL (INCLUDING
EXCHANGES) ADCRESSED TO ANYONE OTHER THAN
THE EDITORS SHOULD BE SENT TO THE GROTTO
PC BOX. THLIG ASSURES THAT THE MESSAGE WILL
GET THRQUGH.

P.Q. Box 3302
Birmingnam, AL 35253

The officers for the 1982-83 year:
President- Mike McEachern

Vice Pres- Jay Clark

Secretary- Nancy Boice

Tresurer- Edna Caudle

The grotto meets the first Monday
of each month. at 7:30 pm at

Parke Memorial Library located
at 1814 1lth Ave. So.

NEWS

-~

ANOUNCEMENTS ¢

The Black Hills of South Dakota
may be the site for the 1984 NSS
Convention. If this rumour turns
tc fact a lot of people will

have a chance to visit 60 miles
of Jewel Cave and 30 mile long
Wind Cave!

Guffy's Cave is not locked and
the house trailor near the cave
is no longer occupied.

Marion Smith has achieved and
no doubt surpassed his goal of
1000 pits. This past August
at Silvertip Montana Marion
dropped the entrance pit to
Getout Cave. The drop was
approximately 100 feet.

Grotto elections were held
at the Oct. meeting. No new
cave trips were set up for
this month.

Prices for the Speleo-Digest
will be going up 1/1/83. Buy
now!

now soon
1967-68 6.50 10.00
1969 7.50 10.00
1970 8.00 10.00
1971 9.00 10.00
1972-75 10.00 14.00
1978-79 10.00 14.00

The last two Bham Grotto
meetings have been disrupted
by remodeling at the Parke
Memorial Library. Hopefully,
this will not happen again.
However ,we need suggestions
for new meeting places.

The NSS Convention will be
held at Elkins, West Virgin-
ia at the site of the 01d
Timers. It begins on

June 27, 1983.
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MINUTES OF THE BIRMINGHAM GROTTO MEETING
September 13, 1982

The September meeting of the Birmingham Grotto was opened by Greg
McGill and visitors were recognized.

Joe Domnanovitch moved that the Grotto renew its membership in the
Ruffner Mountain Nature Center at a cost of $25.00. This motion was
passed and seconded.

Members were reminded of the upcoming TAG Fall Cave-in. It will
be held Oct. 15-17 at Sequoyah Caverns.

John Attaway put in word of appreciation for the newsletter and
encouraged members to contribute.

Trips scheduled for the future include: Talucah Cave, Sept. 18

led by Greg McGill. Also Graves Cave led by Dave Caudle planned
for Oct 23.

Steve Warren said that the ranger at Rickwood Caverns Park would show

him some holes in the park. Anyone interested in joining them should
contact Steve.

Liticia Korbly reported on a trip to Graves Cave with Donna Matthews -
and Bill Syler. They took several novices on the trip. Liticia
also told of caving out west in the Guads this past summer.

Margaret Ray told of her trip to Anderson Cave with a Shelby County
reporter. The trip was written up in the Shelby County Reporter.

Alfred Smith reported on several trips to Anderson Cave and Guess
Creek Cave.

Mike McEachern and Nancy Boice reported on their trip with Donna
Matthews and Lee Stubbs to Silvertip during the summer. The
program consisted of slides of this trip.
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BAT OF THE MONTH

By John Marshall

Lasiurus beorealis: Red Bat

Description: Forearm 35=-45 mm; wing-

spread 290-~332 mm. The interfemoral
membrane is heavily furred, with a
long tail that extends straight out
behind in flight. The color is
yvellowish-brown to orange (Barbour &
Davis, 1969).

Distribution: Hall & Kelson (1959)
and Barbour & Davis (1969) show the
red bat as a year round resident
found state wide.

Habitat: Red bats roost in trees
both summer and winter. Family
clusters prefer dense foliage in
trees 10 to 20 feet high. Indi-
vidual roosts are usually about 4
to 10 feet high. They prefer the
south or south-western sides of
trees, where they often hang by
one leg, resembling a dead leaf
(Barbour & Davis, 1969).

LASIUAGS BORZALIS

74, Male red bat, Lasiurus boredlis, hibernating in a
refrigerator. The heavily furred interfemoral membrane
covers the wings and ventral surface. The tip of the tail
is near the nose, and the right foot can be seen on the

3.



v.o..:c.o..q 2

5 ; e 2

e can be pbad

canwe gssume

olse |s somethii
ntep _

.<<.m all know that c_:ow.o:._o nols
.for.our health, So what, therefore




e A mom——

L

=

;-

~ SBM ] Y0 MON ‘LI1{Y8L] 19U sem auj[ejup o) pus «JNquny wy
- Vu PB3I ouijpeay oy, "1adedsmeu [edo] omos uroyy weys yduide.

19A0 _: vunnun_::_ aom._ 81 39 egwBojelaq ® Jo Ino Bujddyjo sodudsmon ¢ 3

. .mazﬁenaa omzuo_on_:_ ‘Payyem puv JupIp Aur meual o) ssoxjrem oy 13

TONE oI . jowsvower L R f

-1ed pue 'suung ‘uocoSuwy *A183] ‘'uepI fejquiojo)) ‘ej08og ‘pusiSugy
‘joodzeary uy sieded woy sweyy BMOU JBjlws eAwy [, ‘piBs o
. ‘sdeyquad ‘wlexyderp ey yysaueg ‘jey) 4

. 10§ 10:«.&._.. I _...Sc_.cmao ﬁ&urumwaqmza 180Ul 8 Papnjouod Kem siy}
. uf pey | j8y} Buyedy ,eAisseadur; pue, ‘pres | ‘jueses|d Liap,
L « P[10A 8] U sUOKUY UBY} BOAED JNOGE SIOW MOUY ] "8I}

13pIsu0o E.zo? —.Ssuom__un_ paduatiadxe 1eAd g8y oym auo ou Y3noyy ;7 -arejuyy 1deoxe Jusujjuod £104A8 U0 §9A8d paojd -ar8 ‘A

' i , ¥ [dxe eAwy | a18 ‘Aqqoy

1duioguod. yjeeuaq ozem uoyssf3ne eyy ySnoyy se paissus ol - - K ey Juy,], "saAed Jo uopjsiojdxe pue ApnIs oy, ‘pres oy ,‘s9As)),
«,uoTIse81puy jo symepyde ssBur B usaq eARY 3 YW, SR P IR “ phmomco_

-ods s J8YA|,, 'Pres [ ,'Spiom eBurxs [[e uj pajeate)ur We I, 'SN09)
~Anod paujswial | jnq ‘Arjiqiesod oyy 3e esox 88108 Ly ‘(nos paipupy e
® peziudodaz pey oy uojssaxdwy 8y} JGpUN FBM BY SIUO )8 MOUY | .
bo U LY jesanok 98yBojoaeds @ aq ‘eouwyo Auw Aq
b upmom mox “£Jojosjads 81 38a10juy Jo pietj tujnorred K[y ‘KSojoad H
0 Jossajoud 8 wie | pus. ‘Jeap [eqruuvy s, ‘pres oy oweu AW, .
uo. Jej8] {jjun jeij) 8ofjou J,upip | Jpwpe | yInoyy ‘d13vuse) v Jo azed"
pejBayiteduco oyy pum ‘eowj ojed Ajjenbe ue puw safe opud ‘diuos sy
bsoou imop peleyseyd 'ayey Apuus pey opy Aem wied ® uy pejdesde ;
oy Yopii ‘é1u(8 puy junif Ajpudpy wiyym:wiy peyeeid | oe pus
Byl BNOAUIN0D B ‘ainjeu Aq ‘wre § ‘eAva[-moA-4q ® snoyjim Jjesuyiy;

© . ISOM POYSY  J10Y) JO YUIY) NoA op jeyy, ¢
_ R It "uoi3a1 ay} uj ezeymAur Lep juy; Luw
U1aaq pey e1ay) Juy) pajuep Ajpajest Jusunaedep Jeyjeem oy Yanoyy
{uL103819pUNY3 JUBISIP B Jo punos oy é8 41 passfsip pey ooyjod ey,
"umoy ayy jo uojjeindod Sop pue jed ayy Suours 80UBQINYSIP Yonu
pasneo puw £seaun way) Y[ 8Y) SjqUINI uIp B Jo juswyredep aorjod
oy} 03 paurejdwiod pey sjuapisad [820] 18y} 198)30 O} 0 JUNCIT UY

L

991y} © guM 9] “Apnys 980[2 pepaeMmal yonui 3j 98y} Aed jouuvd |
. ! - «l18Y3 38 Yoo 35N, ‘pjus 6y joof,, ‘omt 9

 pequas. pup funny. (i Jupp epy SuiBiipq ‘ejqu) Aw 0y Gured Of]

P e T T Py, T L dyspuey 3o
3 0an}106 e 5 91 00} o1] pus ‘ouop oawy A|Buy([s Jou'A[iie1100 piom 5
Bupyjoutos ‘urpy 99 Bupyoo; sum 1 JySnoy) oy ewnssad | ‘pessaip ‘i’
Apueprynsuy pue A Buyiiiooaq Jsoui gBM oYM EsaIjfem enbsanyels B Jo
MafA £ul pasequInous oY enedeq LAYy wiy pedtjou | ‘BuyAels eum |
£ P oo Jo oButor i (3100 pos ey pesion |-

Paysy oy 10} ‘sa40 eAlsso1dxe Awi uf uojurdo Lu peex 180 sdeyieq
. oo 08y oYy Bujuopuew edoqao) | Ing ‘Supyy yons
ou umowy pey oym eurpjeji| Aut uy slossejord enoleunu jewr pey |
e el Noge Buly[e) ure | jeym mouy| | “A8ojo,
-93 Jo 108sejoxd v sy s eAeyjeg, +Kjuwajos ‘pyes ey ; ‘soawo uj, i
'PaYse | ,(80ABD UL, "[[eM ay) 09 owt pauuyd L[1vaU JBY) WISV ;
-8 Jo 91813 oyy pajou puw ‘Ajdreys wjy ju Ppayooj ] I88] 3B MON i,
Co U sRpuswny jo suis ey) e8uaav o) pao] oyy £q
uodn paj[ed Jouuys s[qules|w ¥ W ], “}ap Pres « JouU we J jeyy,,
9j8uUNIO) B BAB N0, ‘Bulfes sum | Jeym uo £[[waa jou puiws fm “.ES-
‘aw 8.10J0q a[q8)} oYfy uo 3y 808[d 09 MO[ Jueq 8891I1BM OY]) YOIYM 114
83813 6y Burruips ‘A|njoguid 35 Joo) | pus ‘paarue pey NuLp AR - uaping uo jsjsuf ojdoad L1vupIoBIIXE j80UL OY, *[9Z8ZY podejuncd '
paiappnys s ,'paal] pus—paieay 10 Uaas 1940 BRY 85[0 OUO -uo 1940 | 810j8q Suof eoujs eusq Aur uaaq sey 38y} juy) jdedxe—; .|
Ou SpUnos preay pus £)yd[s udes eAsy pue ‘Sujeq uvwiny e jo sfunj 3" seouapyuod Sunoeiiye Joj esind B 8y 3§ ‘Bunyifue ewr ueald sey oy i
oY) Aq ‘uety [ PSqImsipun 1fe paquaiq eaey | -asojaq auos 10ae 3.4 1l 98 j0N,, ‘pPres puv peyss efi0er) Inq ‘sisoudAy [eqeeA jo 18
sy ‘Je18UI J8Y) J0J ‘UBUIOM 1O ‘UBWI OU B10YM auoS suYy oym Aepo YN oy wpy ueAld pey uowap ayNI| 81y JySnoy) | y8Yyy wiyy p[oj eouo |
aafe eqdoad maj ayj jo suo wie | ‘Sujeq uwwny € Jo sdojerony 9y i [ © esoddns | ‘poeye Jeupeyy Jusruy oyy 83[ ‘Suryye) 8,0y .
19J 19A3u 8AvY JuY) 83093018 punoidiepun peisjue eAsy | ‘pliom ot} - k2 ofym—Ajeiodwie) wipy eAsfjeq ow axsw pue g9e onjq SIY JO N0 . .
0) umouyun o18 juy) BoABD ea..cwn.no oAuy | "eajssaduat sy 31 £us 0) Y £8ururiqun eui 38 ozed 03 L3§11qU S|y} oAwY soop eS10ef) jof puy -
[1oa op no£,, ‘Aienozo31a Burppou ‘pies oy 'sax, “19A0moy ‘papnpoucd {memod—pagpury] £30178 ING—ArBUIpIOBTIXa Jo 0Fguosied {ernEoLy .
102_ PBY U0;Bs18AU0d INO JBY) 02]uB0da Jou pIp 189 [RqIUUBY] - -BI)X@ Uw A|[9ai 8] OYM UOUISP ¥ ‘[9Z8ZY S[|I Y UOWAP [[B}-13jowl) Y
§ -ued-om) ¥ 0} §99009 3:0;3..2-32—3:a5¢m>0:3 h_n_nm_oa —......ln

"u100x oY) ssosoe sseidoxd Suijeinpun Jay 7
¥ ey MO]] ‘ou 8]{93 83103)) puepy Aur Jeym 8Ao1[oq 03 J0u paey A1y ] .. '

PRI ML T T L2189 M [BqIUUBE powieu i
: ugul v jews | ‘oouwisuy ioj ‘suQ) ‘eanpue 0 uodn pajjed-eq pinoys -
¢ PoOjq pu® ysoyy uewWNY UGY) SI0WE §f J[NSSd B S8 JBAQ JENW | PBO] .-

o, ‘pres oy ,‘sawrpjoutog,, “uojjefop deap uj pesy siy jooys off ..
T w—SOWIAWIO08 PUY "90M JO 53}8] 10} Y3im owr Buf -, -

-



I try hard not to believe what my friend George tells me. How can

I possibly believe a man who tells me he has access to a two-cen-

" timeter-tall demon he calls Azazel, a demon who is really an extra-

terrestrial personage of extraordinary—but strictly limited—powers? -

And yet George does have this ability to gaze at me unblinkingly

- out of his blue eyes and make me believe him temporarily—while
he's talking. It’s the Ancient Mariner effect, I suppose.

I once told him that I thought his little demon had given him the

gift of verbal hypnosis, but George sighed and said, “Not at alll If

.. he has given me anything, it is a curse for attracting confidences

—except that that has been my bane since long before 1 ever en-

~countered Azazel. The most extraordinary people insist on burden-

. " " ing me with their tales of woe. And sometimes—"
He shook his head in deep dejection. “Sometimes,” he said, “the
load I must bear as a result is more than human flesh and blood

" named Hannibal West . ..

_ o uu.,.sosnmm M,EB first (said George] in the _m—:.no of a hotel at which -

I was staying. I noticed him chiefly because he encumbered my view

. of a statuesque waitress who was most becomingly and insufficiently .
©" dressed. I presume he thought I was looking at him, something I .
- .+ "would certainly not willingly have done, and he took it as an overture _

" " of friendship. .. T ,
. *; He came to my table, bringing his drink with him, and seated

> 1" himself without a by-your-leave. I am, by nature, a courteous man, :
and so I greeted him with a friendly grunt and glare;, which he .
accepted in a calm way. He had sandy hair, plastered down across -

his scalp; pale eyes and an equally pale face; and the concentrated

gaze of a fanatic, though I admit I didn’t notice that until later on. -
“My name,” he said, ‘is Hannibal West, and I am a professor of '

geology. My particular field of interest is speleology. You wouldn't,
by any, chance, be a speleologist yourself?” .

I knew at once he was under the impresgion he had -.wo,cwau& a
_-. kindred soul. My gorge rose at the possibility, but I remained cour- -

teous. “I am interested in all strange words,” I said. "What is spe-
leology?” : . :

“Caves,” he said. “The study and exploration of caves. That ismy
hobby, sir. I have explared caves on every continent except Antarc-
tica. I know more about caves than anyone in the world.”

“Very pleasant,” I said, “and inipressive.” Feeling that I had in :

this way concluded a most unsatisfactory encounter, I signalled for

P | ISAAC ASIMOV

" should be called upon to endure. Once, for instance, I met a man .

§ ' the waitress to renew my drink and watched, in scientific absorption,
I her undulating progress across the room.
. Hannibal West did not recognize that our conversation had been
E concluded, however. “Yes,” he said, nodding vigorously, “you do well
{o say it is impressive. I have explored caves that are unknown to
! the world. I have entered underground grottoes that have never felt
2 the footsteps of a human being. I am one of the few people alive
¥ . today who has gone where no man, or woman, for that matter, has
ever gone before. I have breathed air undisturbed, till then, by the
lungs of a human being, and have seen sights and heard sounds no
" one else has ever seen or heard—and lived.” He shuddered.
¥ My drink had arrived, and I took it gratefully, admiring the grace
" ith which the waitress bent low to place it on the table before me.
[ Isaid, my mind not really on what I was saying, “You are a fortunate
¥ man.”
‘B "That [ am not,” said West. “I am a miserable sinner called upon
; by the Lord to avenge the sins of humanity.” .
. Now at last I looked at him sharply, and noted the glare of fa-
E' naticism that nearly pinned me to the wall. “In caves?” I asked.
B “In caves,” he said, solemnly. “Believe me. As a professor of ge-
i ology, I know what I am talking about.”
¢ 1 had met numerous professors in my lifetime who had known no
A such thing, but I forebore mentioning the fact. C
t:  Perhaps West read my opinion in my expressive eyes, for he fished
k. 2 newspaper clipping out of a briefcase at his feet and passed it over
.} tome. "Here!” he said, "Just look at that!” E : o
# . 1 cannot say that it much rewarded close study. It was a three-
agraph item from some local newspaper. The headline read “A
im Rumble” and the dateline was East Fishkill, New York. It was
§: an account to the effect that local residents had complained to the
§ Ppolice department of a dim rumble that left them uneasy and caused
i much disturbance among the cat and dog population of the town.
t  The police had dismissed it as the sound of a distant thunderstorm,
though the weather department heatedly denied that there had been
any that day anywhere in the region. : '
“"What do you think of that?” asked West.
"Might it have been a mass epidemic of indigestion?”
He sneered as though the suggestion were beneath contempt,
1 though no one who has ever experienced indigestion would consider
. it that. Beneath the diaphragm, perhaps. .
A He said, “I have similar news items from papers in Liverpool,
- England; Bogota, Colombia; Milan, Italy; Rangoon, Burma; and per-

£ THE DIM RUMBLE :
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I said, “Was that the day when dim rumbles were heard all over “The Lord did it by means of the Flood—"

the world?” : . . W%  "Surely you don’t believe the Biblical tale of the Flood?”
“Exactly,” he said. "You are by no means as mentally deprived . i West said austerely, “I am a creationist geologist, sir.”

as you appear, The whole planet rang like a bell.” ‘B 1 understood everything. “Ah,” I said. “The Lord promised he
“I've heard that particularly strong earthquakes do that.” ~ifk would never again send a Flood upon the Earth, but he didn’t say
“Yes, but this saser can produce a vibration more intense than i anything about sound waves.” .

that of any earthquake and can do so at particular wavelengths; at “Exactly! The billions of dead will fertilize and fructify the Earth,

a wavelength, for instance, that can shake apart the contents of . |k} serve as food for other forms of life who have suffered much at the

cells—the nucleic acids of the chromosomes, for instance.” . hands of humanity and who deserve compensation. What's more, a
I considered that, thoughtfully. “That would kill the cell.” ‘@ remnant of humanity shall undoubtedly survive. There are bound
“It certainly would. That may be what killed the dinosaurs.” - - [ lo be a few human beings who will have nucleic acids of a type that
“I've heard it was done by the collision of an asteroid with the .JB# will not be sensitive to the sonic vibrations. That remnant, blessed

Earth” o . . by the Lord, can begin anew, and will perhaps have learned a lesson

“Yes, but in order to have that done by ordinary collision, the . §i: 88 lo the evil of Evil, so to speak.” . )
asteroid postulated must be huge—ten kilometers across. And one; J& 1 said, “Why are you telling me all this?” And indeed, it had
must suppose dust in the stratosphere, a three-year winter, and ‘; fi’ occurred to me that it was strange that he was doing so.
some way of explaining why some species died out and others didn't .!§if. He leaned toward me and seized me by the lapel of my jacket—a
in.a most illogical fashion. Suppose, instead, that it was a much » Ji; most unpleasant experience; for his breath was rather overpower-

-smaller asteroid that struck a saser and that it disrupted cells with > Ing—and said, “I have the inner certainty that you can help me in

jts sound vibration. Perhaps ninety percent of the cells in the world ; Jy my work.” . . . S

would be destroyed in a matter of minutes with no enormous effect g “I?”1said. “I assure you that I haven’t any knowledge whatsoever

on the planetary environment at all. Some species would manage [ concerning wavelengths, nucleic acids, and—" But then, bethinking

to survive—some Wwould not, It would be entirely & matter of the Ji¥: myself rapidly, I said, “Yet come to think of it, I may have just the

intimate details of comparative nucleic acid structure.” -~ ¢ §thing for you.” And in a more formal voice, with the stately courtesy
'"And that,” I said, with & most unpleasant feeling that this fanatic * 80 ¢

wap serious, “is the weapon the Lord has placed intc your hands?” [ waiting for me for perhaps fifteen minutes?”

“Exactly,” he said, *I have worked out the exact wavelengthsof §: "Certainly, sir,” he answered, with equal formality. “I will occupy
sound produced by various manners of tapping the saser and I am . Fg myself with further abstruse mathematical calculations.” :
trying now to determine which wavelength would specifically dis- ! J§&
rupt human nucleic acids.” Soov Tl T Y bartender with a whispered, “See that that gentleman, if I may

“Why human?” I demanded. = cowoov o U opeak loosely, does not leave until I return. Feed him drinks and

“Why not human?” demanded he, in his turn. “What species is' J: put it on my tab, if absolutely necessary.” :
crowding the planet, destroying the environment, eradicating other [ Inever fail to carry with me those simple ingredients I use to call
species, filling the biosphere with chemical pollutants? What species [ WP Azazel and, in a very foew minutes, he was sitting on the bed
will destroy the Earth and render it totally non-viable in a matter §§: lamp in my room, suffused with his usual tiny pink glow.
of decades, perhaps? Surely not some other than Homo sapiens? If - He said, censoriously, in his piping little voice, “You interrupted
I can find the right sonic wavelength, I can strike my saser in the [ e when I was in the midst of constructing a papparatso with which
proper manner, and with the proper force, to bathe the Earthin [ !fully expected to win the heart of a lovely samini.”

mcaniegsoamn—_w...iz.mswsza..onwawwo;c.mcw#_ﬁromm:.o..

...._ .“mmﬂm:rwﬁ.gm_.:mmnmm.—_ovmzn:aioz_._:camm_ww.iaww
for sound to travel, wipe out humanity, while scarcely touchingother [ describing the nature of the papparatso or the charms of the samini,
:F-wo..ams:r::n_amanagmam&nmasm5:5:.6%..:%:3...

for neither .om which I cared the paring of a fingernail, “but I have
I said, “You are prepared to destroy billions of human beings?” [ bere a possible emergency of the most extreme sort.”
ISAAC ASIMOY

" THE DIM RUMBLE , .

b

3

mu-o characteristic of me, 1 said, "Would you do me the honor, gir, of

As I hastened out of the lounge, I passed a ten-dollar bill to the
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SIGN UP NOW
FABULOUS, FUNFILLED,
BREATH-TAKING EXCURSION TO . . .

ANDERSON'S CAVE : ! ¢

-=-Leave Birmingham at 4:30 am from the world renoun Krystal in
Tarrent. Spend over an hour negotiating the scenic highways
of the city into beautiful Shelby County.

-==Arrive at the parking lot to don heavy cave gear including
ancient carbide lights for the hike through the clear cut
woodlands to the cave.

-==You will be amazed at the huge entrance to the endless cavern!
-—=You will see speleothems like you've never seen before!
-=-=You will smell bat s--~ like you've never smelled before!
--=And you will experience mud like you've never felt before!

-==Following the exhausting trip you will return around midnight
to the fabulous Krystal for more barf burgers. You will be so
hungry that the food will taste terrific!

-=-=All this can be yours for only a $4.00 membership to the
Birmingham Grotto. And don't forget the kids!

friend, look at the bright side. The worst that can happen is that
human beings will all be wiped out. Just human beings. It’s not as
though they’re people.” S o

Having completed his tale, George said, despondently, “And there
you are. ] have to live with the knowledge that the world may come
to an end at any moment.”

“Nonsense,” I said, heartily, “Even if you've told me the truth
about this Hannibal West, which, if you will pardon me, is by no

. mieans assured, he may have been having a sick fantasy.”

George looked haughtily down his nose at me for a moment, then
said, “I would not have your unlovely tendency toward skepticism
for all the loveliest saminis on Azazel's native world. How do you -
explain this?” v :

He withdrew a small clipping from his wallet. It was from yes-
terday’s New York Times and was headed "A Dim Rumble.” It told
of a dim rumble that was perturbing the inhabitants of Grenoble,
France. : ‘ :

“One explanation, George,” I said, “is that you saw this article
and made up the whole story to suit.” .

For a moment, George looked as though he would explode with
indignation, but when I picked up the rather substantial check that
the waitress had placed between us, softer feelings overcame him,
and we shook hands on parting, amiably enough.

And yet I imust admit I haven't slept well since. I keep sitting up
at about 2:30 A.M., listening for the dim rumble I could swear had
roused me from sleep. @ '
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