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The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter is Minutes of March 7, 1983
published .approximately twelve times S e
a year by the Birminghsm Grotto of e e T DM Bomeoe.” There were
‘the National Speleolozicll Socie:y. 31 grotro members prasent, _ .

Edna gave the treasuras report, The grotto has
Subscription and Membership fees are . suzs.s‘;em savings and $205.62 in checking.

now due, Annual subscription rates

are includ . 01d Businesa: T T o
inded in the $4 membership fee. Gary Barnes filled us in on plans for the 25th Anniver-

Outside of the Birminghaw area, the sary party. A date was tentatively set for Saturday
subscription rate is only $2. All * May 21 at 6 pm. It will be held at either the Elks
-are prorated from O Club or the Jawish Community Center, A tentative
P ctober. price for the meal plus beer has been set for $5.00.
. " .Committees were -set up.as follows:
Editors: Lynn McGill & Namcy Boice .. 1) POOD-Hilo Washington, David Wright, Frank Piazza,
P.0. Box 55102 Margarer snd Frank Ray, Donna Matthews
rxinghas 2) PUBLICATION-Jay Clark, Joe Domnonovich, Nancy Boice -
BL 4 41, 35255 ..3) _ANNOUNCEMENT-Gary Barnes, Eric Scheidenhelm, James___

Kimbrell, Dave Caudle, Nancy Boice
4) T-SHIRT- Greg and Lynn McGill, Lee Stubbs, Alfred —
oo Saith, Dottie Alexander, Les Buryn _ -
5) FINANCE- Edna Caudle, John Hart

The officers for the 1982-83 year: —6)" FROGRAM- Jay Clark, Joe Dommomowich ~~~~~—~—
Pr - " New Bustness: -
esident Mike McEacharn -—iﬁ.%« a caver get-together in North Carolins—-

—May 7-8 : —
Vice Pres. - Jay Clark Y
Crag announced the ACS meeting 'is set” for Sunday March—

Soc:aury - E.a:y Boice ——20 at the Apniston Museum of Natural History.. . R
™ Lytn “announcéd that™ the newsletter once again needs —

Ireasursr -~ Edna Caudle —.. articles, ... - e e
“~Prank “asked "Lf anyone knew of "2 “cave off of Shelby —— B
.. Louaty 91 ..

The grotto meets the first Hondly of ™ Las Buryn waats to get "together an order of topo mEps.

each month at 7:30 pm at the Avondale The Huntsville Cave Cernival will be held the weekend

Library, —of Aug6-7;

The meseting after the meeting is at

' . e s m—— e .
Burly Earl's around 9:00. e oriar : 3 :
- __lc.n quy_n_gnpargoj» on the grotto trip to Ledbedder‘s

. Cave, Tt o m TTRe 7 e

Ficdriedriok ROTT CR driririririniniririninirirkieiniebt sk drinine Jay and Walter went to Maxwell Me. and found a :;u pit

“"measuring 101'deep, Jaw Cave. - -

All Grotto and ACS mail should
be sent to our new P,0, Box 55102

-Alfred Smith reported on-a trip to his favorite cave, —
Feitricieiriedririiicicrivninknioiinkiriok o kit | C0e9s Creek. < .
t ~-M{lo reported on & trip to-look for s cave beyond .- —

Calendar : __Anderscn's, However, no cave was found.
— Grotto ITpips - —— ....-_.._,_.__...
May 2] « B'ham Grotto 25th Anniversary __Dave Howell will lead a ridgewalk in the Paint Rock
party, Contact Gary Barnes 9560806 i Valley 5-: March 26. Leaves the Krystal at 6 sm,
- p— e
May 6-8 - CAVES 83, Contact Bill Bussey, 'mniI::f“ Va8 glven doe fo e leageh of ;:h'— business _
Piot BOX 311’ Stanley, Nc 28164. %‘"’"—-——6"“ )-—-———...

Ju‘r’xe ‘2’7-Ju1y 1 - NSS Convention, Elkins,
L] ﬂ..

Aug, 5-7 - SERA Cave Carnival, Contact

Jeanne Pridmore at 205-852-9549 or : /_,_
+ha NSS Offimn a+ 20C_0C9 _17AN —_——— _ lo .




BUSINESS

The Alabama Cave Survey held it's annual meeting March 20th at the Anniston
Museum of Natural History, Map Updates through ACS # 2258 were handed out

at the meeting., All paid up "83 members who didn't make the meeting will
receive theirs' by mail, Three Executive Committe members were rotated with
Steve Attaway, Bill Torode, and David Teal filling the offices. The main topic
of discussion centered around producing an optional location guide by latitude
and longitude,

The 1983 SERA Winter Business Meeting was held March 26th at Fall Creek Falls
State Park, Officers for the 1983 calendar year are: Gerald Moni, President
Charles Clark is Executive Vice President, Jeanne Pridmore is Secretary/ Treasurer
and Jeff Sims is the SERA Correspondent, Dan Twilley gave a slide show on last
sumner's Mt, Thor expedition, Charles Faulkner of the University of Tennessee

Dept, of Archeology spoke on the recent discoveries of historic cave drawings
in an eastern Tennessee cave,

'ixﬂgn
The Bifmingham Chéptef of the Alabama Conservaﬁcy sponsors

its Annual Cahaba Rally at Oak Mountain State Park on Sunday,

June 12, 1983, featuring local country/western and bluegrass music,

with traditional buck dancing. The gate opens at 11:00 a.m. and the

entertainment begins at 1:00 p.m. Admission into the Cahaba Rally

is $3.00 for adults; children under twelve will be admitted free.

Yvonne Braswell Debra Gordon-Hellman Cissy Bennett
324~-5089 871-0389 879-6368

The Greto -/-r-f,o Lor /4}7"-'/ witl be Fo Eud), Cave. ¢~
Phe Newseme JTinks area. 7eetd av 7Ya Krystald rn 7arran7
a? Zceo0 en Sun. A’pi/ ,r T4
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Bat of the Month
by John Marshall

Homerunus baseballii: St, Louis slugger bat

Description: Forearm 950-1000mm: wingspread, Omm, Tough skin that can withstand
being hit by hard projectiles hurled at speeds in excess of 90 mph,
Color varies from off-white to black. All individuals display a circular
apot in the middle of the body know by the technical name of the "trademark’
(Ruth, 1932),

This is one of two known species of wingless bat., The other species is

the cricket bat(Crickettus britanicus) which is native to the British
Isles and was introduced to many former British colomies (Mantle, 1957).

Distributjon: H. baseballii is found throughout Alabama and actually ranges
over most of the western hemisphere, It has also been introduced to
Japan (McArthur, 1945). It is a spring and summer resident in Alabama
(Winches, 1980).

Habitat: Susmer habitat of the St, Louis slugger bat is quite varied. They can
be found frequently at empty lots, city parks, and even large stadiums
(D1 Maggio, 1948) . During winter they usually hibernate alone or in
small colonies in locker rooms, hall closets, and the stockrooms of
sporting goods stores (Aaron, 1972).

Remarks: The St Louis slugger is one of the few species of bats to be domesticated
(the other being its wingless cousin, C. britanjicusk. (Steinbrenner, 1979).
The results have not always been positive,

Although this is generally a playful species which can be handled easily
by a child, they can be dangerous, Unscrupulous individuals ofter train
these bats as dangerous "attack bats'", which are used to help perpetrate
muggings and assaults (Baxley, 1974). When apprehended, the owner is -
only arrested while the unfortunate bat is destroyed,

Even when playing, these bats, due to thair extremely tough skin,
can be dangerous if they hit someone, Most owners wear hard plastic
helmets when playing with their bats (Mays, 1968).

If one is attacked by amn attack bat, here are steps to follow as
recommended by authorities on H, baseballii behaviour and biology:

19 Bun like hell,

2) Cover your head with your arms: and pray someone rascues- you before
you are killed..

3) Seream bloody murder and pray someone hears you and rescuaes you before
you are killed,

4) 1f you. have a weapon (knofe, gun, brick, tire irom, etc.), use it to kill
the owner, as a St, Louis slugger bat is harmless without its master’s
control.



You've seen the speleo-brassiere for women, now comes the all

new SPELEO JOCK BRIEF for the macho male caver.

front view back view

acain
2

HIGH FASHION EQUIPMENT FOR MEN IN CAVING
~==801lid support, tested to 2,000 lb.
-==3nug comfy f£it, keeps out dirt and grime
---Badded. to. add that extra attractive bulge
-==D rings for dangles:

--=Pocket for extra tolet paper

--=Drain hole for rhythmitic rope emission

—_—

- HE SPELED 5@@[@@&@@



Know Your Temi_nology
Professor Emeritus, Lee Stubbs

ascender
-tne south end of a north-bound mule.
-to rise from a lower level or degree
pack
-to carry a gun (packin' iron)
-gsomething you have to do in order to move
-2 full set of playing cards
-a group of cub scouts, or animals that run together
-to compress
-what the dentist does to your mouth
-depart
traverse
-the opposite of reverse, perverse
-a formal denial of a matter of fact alledged by the opposite part of
a legal pleading
-a gallery or loft of communication from side to side in a large building
-zig-zag course of a sail ship in contrary winds
-go against or act in opposition to
-a perverse trans sexual
repel )
~-to resist or drive back (fight off)
-to cause aversion (disgust)
-to turn away
formations
-the act of giving shape or taking fiorm (development)
-arrangement of a body or group of people (marching in formation;
flying in formation)
-any igneous, sedimentary, or metamorphic rock represented as a unit

knots
-any of several sand pipers that breed in the Artic and winter in parts
of the old or new World,
-a tight constriction of sense of constriction (knot in stomach)
-a bond of union, esp. the marriage bond
-one nautical mile
-the base of a branch enclose in the stem from which it rises
lip

-either of two fleshy folds that surround the mouth
-back talk - sass
-labium
~-the slanted. upper edge of the mouth of an orzan flue pipe
-short spout on a pitcher
-sharp cutting edge on the end of a auger
chicken straps
-straps used to tie chickens down with
sling
-to hurl using a sweeping motion
-instrument for throwing rocks
-4 triangular bandage used to support a broken limb
-8 leather strap used to carry a rifle
-an alcoholic drink made of whisky, brandy, or especially gin.



rope
~the act of lassoing a cow
-a& hangmans noose
-special techniques or procedures (showing him the ropes)
-to cordon off an area
passage
-the act of moving from one place to another, especially by sea or air
-dying
=to enact a legislative measure
-short section of a musical composition
-8 bowel movement

pit
~the hard thing at the center of a peach
-scar left by acne
-a type of bulldog bred for fighting
-place for race cars to gas up
-large open grill for bar-b-qing

rack

-medieval torture device
-accute suffering ie (racked with pain)
-a pair of antlers
~to set up balls on a billard table
-part of a steering gear (rack & pinion)
-the gait of a horse
-forequarter of mutton (rack of lamb)
carabiner
-soldier armed with a carbine
-a native of one of hundreds of islands in the Caribbean Sea

box
~-to crate or pack in a box
-8 method of fist fighting using gloves
-to mix by pouring back and forth between two containers
-an evergreen schrub
-small compartment for spectators (ballgame theatre)
light
~pnot heavy
-what Hank Williams saw
-a beer with 1/3 less calories
jumar

-the act of tarnishing the good name of a person of the Jewish faith
-the 5th and 6th mos. of the Muhammadan year,
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